aM MAN (AFP) “-The editor of a Jordanian weekly was arrested 
and placed in custody for two weeks on Wednesday pending trial 
on charges Of Slandering Iraqi President Saddam Hussein the 
||, newspaper s publisher, Jamal Muhtaseb. told AFP. Mr. Muhtaseb 
■*. s '41 said the Press and Publications Depanment had launched legal 
V proceedings against All Odeibat for “disturbing Iraqi-Jordznian 
=‘l S o, % relations and slandering Saddam Hussein in addition to an 
i |4 ‘‘Oft* unnamed leader of a foreign country.” The Sawi AI Maraa 
**■ Cn |. ^ newsi»per ran a headline comparing the Iraqi president’s sweep- 
"br. ing victory ui a referendum on Oct. 15 io landslide election 
. r * victories by the late Egyptian leader Anwar Sadat. It is the second 

• , such case in a month. Two journalists from Al-Bilad weekly were 

arrested in nud-Noyember on slander charges. King Hussein has 
: repeatedly criticised the press in Jordan and the government has 
. '*■: ;•» indicated that it plans to amend the current Press and Publications 
• > taw to impose stricter penalties for such charges. 
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Ex- Yugoslav leaders sign 
peace deal in Paris today 

Contact Group , QIC ‘determined’ on Bosnia 


OYAUMONT, France 
\gendes) — Foreign minis- 
iS j e , t rs from the major powers 
tr _‘ ‘%d eight Islamic countries 
,r ^b|s -merged from meetings at a 
Medieval abbey here 
" Wednesday resolving to pro- 
ct and maintain Bosnian 
^ " ability on die eve of the 
■; 7 ‘ <: aris treaty signing cere- 
' r :". ;jony. 

a joint statement said they 
' -. ^,ere determined to help Bos- 
• ‘';'ia on the path to peace, and 

.Vmpbasised the "importance 
■ V-Vf the mobilisation of the 

- - "V 'hole of tbe international 

: ommunity" in the effort. 

'■ The peace accords, due to 
' : '\e signed during a ceremony 
'~\j Paris on Thursday, “are 
-;:'bove all the responsibility of 
le parties” to the conflict in 
’ je former Yugoslavia, but 

- — ie ministers “have stressed 

ieir determination to aid 


them.” the statement added. 

The declaration followed a 
day of meetings at a stately 
13th-century abbey set in 
quiet woodland north of 
Paris, held to iron out final 
details of the U.S. -brokered 
Dayton accords. 

Hundreds of French police 
were mobilised to ensure the 
politicians’ security, with 
security forces on alert 
throughout the French capit- 
al for tomorrow's signing 
ceremony, Paris police head- 
quarters said. 

The Royaumont Abbey 
meeting brought together 
countries from an enlarged 
“contact group” on Bosnia — 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and the U.S. plus 
Canada, Italy, Spain and the 
European Commission — 
and a similar association from 
the Organisation of Islamic 


Conference (OIC). 

The eight OIC states — 
Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, 
Morocco, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal and Turkey 
— had met earlier in closed 
session. 

The combined group ex- 
pressed the need to "recon- 
struct a unified Bosnia, which 
respects the diversity of its 
communities, and sovereign- 
ty within internationally- 
recognised borders, with 
Sarajevo as its capital.” 

The talks also concerned 
possible practical measures to 
reassure Serbs in Sarajevo 
who fear the deal may force 
them from their homes and 
who voted in a referendum 
on Tuesday against the peace 
deal, French spokesman 
Yves Doutriaux said. 

French diplomats have 
been working on a deal on 


progressive mutual recogniti- 
son by Serbia, Croatia, Bos- 
nia, Macedonia, Slovenia and 
Montenegro and are hoping 
it can be unveiled before 
Thursday's ceremonies. 

Such a deal, long sought by 
European mediators, would 
lower tensions and help stop 
the Balkans sliding back into 
war. It would also represent a 
diplomatic coup for Paris, 
which has taken a back seat 
to the United States in peace 
negotiations. 

The release on Tuesday of 
two French air force pilots, 
held by the Bosnian Serbs 
since their plane was shot 
down three months ago, 
cleared the final hurdle to the 
Bosnian peace deal. 

Defence Minister Charles 
Mitlon said no concessions 

(Continued on page-71 


8 Saudis killed in road accident 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — Eight people 
were killed Wednesday in a 
road collision on the Azraq- 
Omary highway, police and 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) officials said. 

The crash, the seventh 
worst road accident to be 
reported in the Kingdom 
this year, like quay before 
it, was the result of speed- 
ing and driving on the 
wrong side of the road, 
traffic officials said. 

According to police, the 
accident occurred at 8:30 
a.m. near Shomari Wild 
Life Reserve. It involved a 


vehicle bearing Saudi Ara- 
bian licence plates carrying 
eight Saadi Arabian passen- 
gers, and a Jordanian truck 
going to Omary. 

Police said the driver of 
the Saudi vehicle, who was 
coming from Omary to 
Azraq, was speeding and 
driving on the wrong side 
and met head-on with the 
truck on a two-lane road. 

“The strong impact 
caused the instant death of 
the eight passengers and the 
complete wreckage of the 
Saadi car," a police official 
told tbe Jordan Times. The 
driver of tbe track, Khalid 
Khalil Hassan, 27, suffered 
minor injuries, he added. 


Tbe deceased were identi- 
fied by officials as Abdul 
Hamid Abdullah, 41, the 
driver of the vehicle; Yousef 
Mohammad Ali, 46; Yousef 
Mohammad Issa, 62; 
Abdullah Ah Ahmad, 63; 
Saleh Mo hammad Hussein, 
67; Abdullah Mohammad 
Hussein, 62; Ramadan 
Ahmad Amiri, 52; and Has- 
san Mohammad Sheihan, 
51. 

The bodies wer token to 
Zarqa government bospitoL 

Wednesday’s accident 
was the seventh worst road 
accident to be reported on 
the Kingdom’s highways 
this year. On Oct. 15 four 


people were killed and eight 
were injured on the Iririd- 
Huson highway when the 
double-cabin pick-up truck 
they were riding slammed 
into an oncoming militar y 
vehicle. 

According to traffic sta- 
tistics, almost 400 people 
were killed and 9,000 in- 
jured in more than 24,000 
road accidents between the 
months of January and 
September of this year. 

Last year, road accidents 
claimed the lives of 443 
people and left 12,516 peo- 
ple iqjured, according to 
traffic department statis- 
tics. 


Xabariti heads for 
losnia signing 

iMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
fillister Abdul Karim 
‘".abariti on Wednesday flew 
> Paris to attend the official 
gning of the peace accord 
-lat will end tbe conflict in 
-ie former Yugoslavia. He is 
: xompanied by Omar Rifai, 
.ead of the Foreign Minis- 
y’s special office. 

Ho joint chamber 
: vith Israel’ 

I EL AVIV (Petra) — Jor- 
an's Ambassador to Israel 
■ larwan Muasher on 
Wednesday denied reports 
? the Israeli press that 
Jordanian -Israeli chamber 
-f commerce has been set up. 
Ie explained that Israel had 
:t up its own chamber of 
smmerce designed to en- 
Jurage economic ties with 
irdan. In a press statement 
:re the ambassador said that 
raeli business community 
id set up such a chamber to 
iitiate and promote - trade 
ith Jordan. Israel has been 
xustomed to establishing 
i ambers of commerce in 
rder to promote trade ex- 
lange with -other countries, 

1 noted. Dr. Muasher said 
lat while Jordan welcomes 
ie formation of the Israeli 
lamber which will benefit 
tfdan’s economy, it should 

2 known that no joint cham- 
-r has been established be- 
veen Jordanian and Israeli 
nsiness communities. Dr. 
luasher, who met with the 
radi chamber’s members, 
ud that there was need to 
imulate Israel’s trade with 

. 3rdan and launch joint ven- 
ires with Jordanian business 
eople because such en- 
eavours would help prom- 
te the trade. 

1 Killed in 
Romanian plane 
:rash 

'HRONA, Italy <R) - A 

-Omani an airliner crashed 
bile attempting to land at 
'crona’s Villa Franca Air- 
ort Wednesday, killing all 
I people on board, the Ita- 
an news agency ANSA re- 
■orted. ANSA quoted fire 


King congratulates Arafat over Israeli 
pullout; Majali to head observer team 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday congratulated 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat for taking control of 
West Bank towns following 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
part of the territories occu- 
pied since 1967. 

In a telephone call to Mr. 
Arafat, King Hussein also 
pledged that Jordan would 
maintain its support for the 
Palestinian people until they 
achieve their national objec- 
tives. 

The King said the with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from 
West Bank towns and villages 
was an "achievement which 
can only corroborate the 


£ :ace process and bring hope 
r the people of the region 
for further prosperity, secur- 
ity and stability." 

Tbe Israeli army withdrew 
form Nablus late Monday af- 
ter similar pullouts from the 
West Bank towns of Jenin 
and Tulkarm. The Palesti- 
nians are due to take control 
of other towns by the end of 
the year. 

Also on Wednesday the 
Jordanian government 
formed an 11-member de- 
legation to join a team of 
international observers moni- 
toring the Palestinian elec- 
tions expected to be held on 
Jan. 20, 1996. 

The delegation will be led* 


Israeli, Syrian signals 
raise hopes for peace 

Peres is reportedly also proposing 
interim agreement over S. Lebanon 


Combined agency despatches 

ISRAEL AND SYRIA on 
Wednesday raised expecta- 
tions of a breakthrough in 
their stalled peace talks as 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher headed for 
the region with new ideas to 
jump-start the negotiations. 

“I have no doubt here, and 
I am even totally convinced, 
of all my being, that there 
will be a breakthrough and 
we wilf achieve peace” with 
Syria, Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said. 

Mr. Peres, who spoke on 
Israel Radio on his way back 
from Washington, added: “I 
can’t guarantee an exact 
timetable, in one year, in 
three years." 

Syria also sent encouraging 
signs on Wednesday, saying 
the peace process is moving 
into a new phase following 
"new and important propos- 
als" from Mr. Peres. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 


proposal to raise peace talks 
to die level of foreign minis- 
ters. 

“If the Israelis make a 
good offer (to the Syrians), 
that will mean negotiations 
will take place at a higher 
level," Mr. Musa told the 
Arab “daily AI Hayat. 

He said Israel "talked ab- 
out foreign ministers or even 
a higher level" for the re- 
sumption of direct peace 
talks. 

"This possibility exists." 
but Syria’s agreement de- 
pends on developments in the 
peace process and U.S. 
efforts," Mr. Musa said. 

Mr. Christopher is to travel 
to Syria late Thursday before 
heading for Israel, Egypt, 
Jordan and the West Bank on 
a new peace mission to the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Musa said he expected 
"a breakthrough but not an 
accord" between Israel and 
Syria. "There are huge prob- 
lems like water, borders, a 


be an accord before Israeli 
elections because time does 
not permit it," he said. The 
elections are set for October 
1996. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Peres 
proposed to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in talks in 
Washington on Monday set- 
ting up joint Israeli-Syrian 
working groups to advance 
the deadlocked negotiations 
which broke down in .June. 

The groups would negoti- 
ate simultaneously not only 
the future of the Golan 
Heights but also water- 
sharing arrangements, econo- 
mic relations, military issues. 
Lebanon, and broader Mid- - 
die East peace questions. 

In Damascus, the official 
daily Tishrin said the peace 
process between Israel and 
Syria was moving into a new 
phase following "new and im- 
portant proposals" from Mr. . 
Peres. 

An Israeli deal with Syria 
would almost certainly be fol- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Wednesday joins tribal leaders from 
the Karak region in a traditional dance as part of celebrations marking the 60th 
birthday of His Majesty King Hussein (photo by Boghos) 

Jordan’s biggest challenge is in 
developing its resources - Prince 

Karak tribes celebrate King ’ s birthday 


by former Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and will 
group Senator Abdullah 
Sal ah. Parliament members 
Mohammad Daoudieh and 
Mohammad Thweib as well 
as Awad Abu Obeid from the. 
Foreign Ministry, Misleh 
Tarawneh, Saleh Juneidi, 
Mukhaimar Abu Jamous, 
Walid Shawkat Abeda and 
Karim Naber from the In- 
terior Ministry and Salameh 
Ekour from the Ministry of. 
Information. 

Dr. Majali had led the 
Jordanian delegation in 
peace talks with Israel that 
led to the signing of the 
Israel-Jordan peace treaty in 
October of 1994. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown. 
Prince Hassan on Wednesday 
attended Karak Governo- 
rate’s celebrations of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 60th 
birthday held at the residence 
of Senator Habes Majali in 
Ghor Thiraa area. 

Prince Hassan delivered a 
speech in which he stressed 
Jordan's resolve to counter 
all challenges faring it. 

He said Jordan’s main 
challenge was to develop its 
resources, mainly its human 
resources, and prepare the 
youth to shoulder their re- 
sponsibilities in a sound man- 
ner. 

“King Hussein's words re- 
cently, that Jordan is for 
Jordanians and that Jorda- 
nians are for their Arab Na- 
tion sum up what comes to 
one's mind when visiting 
Ghor Thiraa and AI Safi,” 


Iran faces 
tougher 
American 
sanctions 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Hie Senate Banking Com- 
mittee has unanimously 
approved legislation to tight- 
en sanctions on Iran by 
punishing foreign as well as 
U.S. companies that buy 
Tehran’s oil and gas. 

The panel voted 13-0 Tues- 
day for the measure aimed at 
ratcheting up the pressure on 
other countries to deny oil 
revenues to Iran, which the 
United States accuses of sup- 
porting international terror- 
ism. 

An aide to Republican 
Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, 
the banking committee chair- 
man who co-sponsored the 
legislation, said the full Sen- 
ate could pass it by the end of 
the month. The House of 
Representatives has yet to 
consider it. 

The measure would go 
farther than has President 
Bill Clinton, who early this 
year issued executive orders 
barring U.S. companies and 
individuals (torn dealing with 
Iran. 

But the White House said 
Tuesday it welcomed the bill. 

“In its present form we 
back it 100 per cent,” said a 
White House official who 
added that officials had been 
negotiating with the commit- 
tee on the wording of the bill. 

The legislation could lead 
to a confrontation with major 
U.S. allies such as Britain, 
France, Germany and Italy, 
whose companies are eager 
to do business with Iran's oil 
programme. . 

But the official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said the approved measure 
answered any reservations 
the White House had pre- 
viously had. 

“What concerns we did 
have on those grounds were 
taken care of," he said, 

~jj: -u_. .i__ mu:-, n,. — 


Prince Hassan told partici- 
pants in the celebration, re- 
calling the sacrifices of the 
Jordanian army for Palestine. 

“In 1968 on AI Karameh 
(battle) day and in AI Safi, I 
remember how this blessed 
land was destroyed by war 
and aggression. I also re- 
member the (Jordanian) 
Arab Army's stands... and I 
remember recently travelling 
by car from West Jerusalem 
to Tel Aviv through Latroun 
Valley and Bab AI Wad, on 
the sideroad in Abu Ghosh 
village seeing Israeli army 
machineries destroyed in the 
war of 1948 at the hands of 
the fathers and grandfathers 
in the Arab array, the army 
of the founding father," 
Prince Hassan added. 

He said that the veterans of 
the Arab Army also remem- 
ber the sacrifices of Jorda- 
nians on Palestinian soil. 


He said Jordan's cause was 
a cause of development and 
at the same time a cause of 
belonging and sacrifice. 

' Retired Brigadier Sattam 
Majali delivered an address 
on behalf of the tribes of 
Karak in general and the 
Majali tribe in particular in 
which he paid tribute to the 
leadership of His Majesty. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
accompanied at the celebra- 
tion site by their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Faisal, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid, Prince Gbazi Ben 
Mohammad. Prince Rashed 
Ben AI Hassan, and Prince 
Ali Ben Nayef, Sharif Jamil 
Ben Nasser, Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi, former prime 
ministers and senior officials, 
was the guest of honour at a 
lunch hosted by the Majali 
tribe. 


Christopher, King 
to study follow-up 
to MENA summit 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
is expected to visit Jordan 
next week as part of a visit 
that is primarily aimed at 
revitalising the Israeli-Syrian 
track of peace talks, and ’in 
Amman he will discuss with 
His Majesty King Husseid 
means to follow up on tbe 
proposals discussed at the 
Amman economic summit on 
regional economic develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Christopher, who be- 
gins the visit to the region 
late Thursday or early Friday 
after the signing of the Bos- 
nia peace accord in Paris, is 
expected here Sunday or 
Monday after talks in Israel 
and in Syria. 

The secretary of state will 
also visit Egypt as well as 
Jericho, where he will meet 
with Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns told re- 
porters in Washington oin 
Tuesday that Mr. Christ- 
opher intends to “renew the 
dialogue (for peace) and to 
revitalise it, to see how much 
progress can be made in the 
coming months.” 

“His goal is to have thor- 


ough and comprehensive dis- 
cussions with all parties, but 
particularly with tbe Syrian 
and Israeli leadership...," 
said Mr. Bums. 

In Amman, Mr. Christ- 
opher will exchange views 
with King Hussein on tbe 
peace process and also “ab- 
out bow we can follow up” on 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit held in Amman in 
October “to build greater 
support for regional econo- 
mic growth and stability,” the 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Christopher and U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown led a 150-strong 
American official and private 
sector team to the Oct. 29-31 
summit and took active part 
in some of the deliberations 
of the summit. Their pre- 
sence was seen as a reaffirma- 
tion of the Clinton adminis- 
tration’s commitment to eco- 
nomic development of tfce 
Middle East region through 
supporting the private sector. 

One of the key issues for 
discussion between the King 
and Mr. Christopher is ex- 
pected to be American milit- 
ary assistance to Jordan, an 
issue, according to reports in 
the Israeli press, which was 

(Costumed on page 7) 
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Premier 

rejects 

criticism 

over 

Shbeilat 

By Sa’eda Kilani . 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker said 
Wednesday civilian judges 
would preside over the Stare 
Security Court which is ex- 
pected ro try opposition fi- 
gure Leith Shbeilat, charged 
with slandering Their Majes- 
ties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor. 

The prime ihinister, who 
was replying to a comment 
made by Islamist Deputy 
Hammam Sa’eed questioning 
why Mr. Shbeilat was refer- 
red to the State Security 
Court, which is normally 
presided over by military 
judges, said this case and 
similar cases fall under the 
jurisdiction of the State 
Security Court. 

Deputy Sa’eed had called 
on the Lower House of Par- 
liament in its regular session 
on Wednesday, to give more 
attention to the case against 
Mr. Shbeilat, who was 
arrested last week on charges 
of slandering Their Majesties 
and was remanded in custody 
for 15 days by Prosecutor 
Mahmoud Obeidat. 

Deputy Sa’eed also ac- 
cused the government of in- 
terfering in die judicial au- 
thority’s powers and violating 
the individual's right to a fair 
trial. 

“Until when civilians will 
continue to be sued in milit- 
ary courts?" he asked. “It is 
one of the phenomena of 
Third World countries where 
governments interfere in the 
judicial authority's powers." 

“We see respect for human 
dignity in countries all over 
the world. Civilians are being 
brought to civil courts even in 
assassination attempts 
against the lives of presi- 
dents,' 1 he added. “While in 
our countries we see citizens 
brought to military courts for 
an article or a word" pub- 
lished or said. 

The prime minister replied 
that “the State Security Law 
is a law that has been en- 
dorsed by the 11th Lower 
House of Parliament. The 
charges field against Mr. 
Shbeilat fell under the juris- 
diction of the State Security 
Court.” 

But Dr. Sa'eed insisted 
that the House should defend 
Mr. Shbeilat, who “has dedi- 
cated himself to the cause of 
fighting normalisation (of 
Jordan's relations) with 
Israel." 

The government's mea- 
sures, Dr. Sa'eed said, "are 
part and parcel of the general 
policy (of the government) 
which violates citizens' free- 
dom and imprisons people 
for several months before 
they are referred to court. I 
demand tbe release of Mr. 
Shbeilat and that no other 
civilian be referred to a milit- 
ary court." 

The prime minister re- 
plied: “Since the court is 
■looking into the case, (the 
law) bans any debate or dis- 
cussion (in any of its details) 
so as not to influence the 
court's rulings and to protect 
the individual's right to a fair 
trial. 

“In my reply to one of the 

(Contujued on page 7) 
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On the occasion of its Thirty Second anniversary. Royal 
Jordanian Airline, has the pleasure to announce the 
introduction of a new service to facilitate the check-in 
process for passengers. Effective December 15th, 1995 
passengers travelling to Amsterdam, New York, Chicago, 
London and Berlin will have the choice of obtaining their 
BOARDING PASS as well as paying airport departure 
tax £t our sales office located in Housing Bank 
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Iraq continues to resist 
partial oil export offer 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraqi deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz said on Tnesday 
Baghad continued to reject a 
Security Council resolution 
permitting limited oil sales to 
buy humanitarian supplies. 

“No, there is no change. 
The main concerns that were 


raised by Iraq during the 
discussion of that resolution 


and after its adoption by the 
Security Council stQ] stay," 
be said after meeting the 
council president, Sergei 
Lavrov or Russia. 

Referring to Iraq’s objec- 
tions to stringent U.N. moni- 
toring of any partial ofl sales 
as a violation of its sovereign- 
ty, he added: “As long as 
these concerns are not solved 
properly, we cannot change 
our position. “ 

Asked whether Iraq would 
accept the oil sales (dan if the 
conations contained in die 
April 1995 resolution were 
changed, he replied: “This is 
hypothetical. Up to now 1 
have not been informed by 
any responsible source in die 
council that there has been 
any change or that there will 
be any change. And as long 
as there is no change, there is 
no change also on our side." 

Under Security Council 
Resolution 986, Iraq would' 
be allowed to sell up to $2 
billion worth of oil over six 
months in order to buy food 
and other civilian goods for 
its sanctions-starved eco- 
nomy. The sanctions, includ- 
ing a ban on oil sales, have 
been in force since Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Aziz is visiting New 
York to lobby council mem- - 
beis and others to ease die 
sanctions in advance of a 
report which the council is 
due to receive around Dec. 
15 from the head of the U.N. 
Special Commission in 
charge of scrapping Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, 
Rolf Eke us. 

Mr. Aziz said he briefed 


die council president about 
“die great progress that has 
been made in our relations 
with die special commission 
since the events of August.” 
That was a reference to the 
defection to Jordan that 
month of Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel, former mas- 
termind of Iraq’s clandestine 
weapons programmes. 

The defection prompted 
Iraq to give the U.N. Special 
Commission a vast quantity 
of new information which it 
claimed Gen. Kamel had 
kept secret even from the 
Iraqi authorities. 

Iraq cannot hope to see 
any easing of the sanctions, 
including the ban on regular 
oil sales, until the U.N. com- 
mission certifies that all its 
nuclear, chemical, biological 
and nuclear programmes 
have been destroyed and that 
ongoing monitoring ensures 
it does not reacquire burned 
arms. 

Mr. Aziz said he told the 
council president that “our 
relations with the special 
commission during this 
period have been construc- 
tive, professional, and we did 
all our best to clarify all the 
matters that were raised in 
August and later.” 

“I also informed him that 
we have been able to till a 
great number of the gaps, 
answer a great number of the 
questions that were raised 
since then,” 

Mr. Aziz also dismissed 
charges tty the United Na- 
tions and others that it had 
tried to obtain forbidden 
weapons systems even while 
subject to sanctions. 

He rejected recent reports 
that parts for missile gui- 
dance systems bound for Iraq 
had been impounded at Am- 
man airport by die Jordanian 
authorities, adding: "These 
are allegations. They have 
not been proved. They were 
caught outride Iraq, so we 
don't bear any responsibility 
about that 


“It is not onr intention to 
do such things and it is absurd 
to think that Iraqi authorities 
would import material for 
missile production while all 
the missiles have been des- 
troyed since 1991 and while 
all the Iraqi industry is under 
full control and monitoring 
by the special commissioD." 

The reports “were fabri- 
cated the day 1 declared that I 
am coming to New York, and 
yon know these- tricks,” he 
added, implying the aim was 
to hamper his efforts to get 
sanctions lifted. 


Sandis firm 


The U.N. embargo im- 
posed on Iraq has streng- 
thened the government of 
President Saddam* instead of 
weakening it, the former 
Saudi head of the Gulf war 
allied forces said Wednesday. 

“At the start, the idea of 
the embargo was to free the 
Iraqi people and weaken the 
ruling power. But five years 
later the reverse has hap- 
pened and that has streng- 
thened the regime,” said re- 
tired Genera] Khaled Ben 
Sultan after talks with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in 
Cairo. 

“The embargo has not had 
the desired effect and we 
have to look for an alterna- 
tive,” he added, saying he 
was not opposed to a lifting 
of the sanctions. 

Gen. Ben Sultan said any 
alternative to the embargo 
“must come from the United 
Nations and the United 
States, the only super-power 
in the world. 

“There was an intervention 
to save the Somali people and 
provide them with food. Why 
don’t we think of something 
else to save the Iraqi peo- 
ple.” 

He beaded a force in the 
January-February 1991 Gulf 
war included the United 
States. Britain. France. Italy. 
Egypt and Syria. 


Israel and Syria 
option but peace 


have no 
- Savir 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Israel's top coordinator for 
the -Middle East peace pro- 
cess declared here Tuesday 
that “peace between Israel 
and Syria will happen" be- 
cause the two feuding neigh- 
bours do not have a better 
alternative. 

Uri Savir, director general 
of the Israeli foreign minis- 
try, stressed, however, that 
peace with Syria must include 
“a credible security arrange- 
ment” as well as agreement 
on such major issues as wa- 
ter. 

He also denied that hisj 
country had asked for a 
"strategic treaty” with the 
United States. 

Mr. Savir, who was de- 
scribed as the architect of the 
Israeli peace efforts with the 
Arabs, was speaking at the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. He is in 
Washington accompanying 
the new Israeli prime minis- 
ter, Shimon Peres, who re- 
portedly spelled out in talks 
Monday with President Bill 
Ointon his vision for a Mid- 
dle East peace once Israel 
signs a peace agreement with 
Syria. 

Mr. Savir reminded his au- 
dience that the Palestinian 
issue, nevertheless, remains 
at the heart of the Arab- 
Israefi peace process. 

The top Israeli official said 
that be was struck by the fact 
that a leading American 


newspaper did not cany on 
the front page the news of 
Mr. Peres’’ working visit in 
Washington or the withdraw- 
al of Israeli troops from the 
largest Palestinian town in 
the West Bank — a develop- 
ment, he continued, that 
could not be imagined a few 
years ago. 

He went on to say that 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad must be challenged by 
the change under way in the 
Middle East as a result of the 
unfolding peace process. 

He also acknowledged that 
Israel saw peace with Syria 
only in security terms, look- 
ing at the “quality of peace,” 
while the Syrians for their 
part saw peace in a territorial 
dimension only. 

- ■ Despite the “fundamental 
change” under way in the 
Middle East (he noted that 
nine Arab states were repre- 
sented at Yitzhak Rabin's 
funeral), the “baric hostility” 
that exists between Syria and 
Israel needs to be weeded 
out, according to Mr. Savir. 

* Once peace is achieved 
with Syria, he repeated the 
recent Israeli rheme that 
peace with the Arab World 
will be attained. He denied 
that this was a slogan in order 
to win over public opinion — 
“this is not just to sell peace 
with Syria.” 

Mr. Savir said he bad no 
idea when the talks with Syria 
will resume but he said that 


the decision will be made in 
light of the visit this weekend 
by U.Sl Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to 
Damascus and Tel Aviv. 

When a questioner asked 
him about the American role 
in the anticipated talks, not- 
ing that the U.S. was absent 
in the agreements reached 
with the Palestinians and 
Jordanians, Mr. Savir 
appeared indignant. 

He said the peace accords 
with the various Arab parties 
could not have been readied 
without an American role. 
He stressed that the signifi- 
cance of the American role 
was the absence of an Amer- 
ican solution to the issues, 
thus leaving the matter for 
the parties 

Mr. Savir said he expects a 
larger American role in the 
outcome of the talks With 
Syria. 

The Israeli official said he 
was also struck by the abs- 
ence of any questions from 
the high-powered audience 
on the Israel-Palestinian 
track, noting that there was a 
“success story” in the mak- 
ing. He expressed confidence 
that the Palestinians wilt be 
capable of building their own 
society. 

• He observed that the 
Palestinians on Dec. 28 will' 
only be accountable to their 
authority and on Jan. 20 they 
will be electing their own 
legislative council. 


Karaki defends government’ s handling and state 
media coverage of impact of tremors in Aqaba 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Minister of 
Information Khaled Karaki 
on Wednesday defended 
the government’s policies 
and media coverage of the 
series of earthquakes that 
hit the Kingdom recently 
and said that the govern- 
ment did not force any offi- 
cial or citizen to distort 
facts. 

Dr. Karaki was replying 
to a comment made by 
Islamic Action Front De- 
puty Bader Riati lashing 
out at what he described as 
the government's lack of 
attention and consideration 
to the negative effects of 
the earthquakes especially 
on. Aqaba citizens. 

“People were psycholo- 
gically traumatised. There 
were numerous cases of 
abortions and several fami- 
lies spent their nights in 
tents despite the bitter 


cold," Deputy Riati said. 
“The earthquakes are con- 
tinuing and the people are 
living in terror.” 

Several earthquakes ' hit 
; the Kingdom, the Aqaba 
region in particular, in the 
past weeks. The strongest 
registered was 6.2 on the 
Richter Scale. 

“I have been in Aqaba 
when the earthquakes 
occurred and I’ve seen how 
much people were terri- 
fied. I wished that the 
media would give the right 
directives to the people. 
But instead the TV was 
busy broadcasting horse 
racing live from Aqaba.” 
Deputy Riati also criti- 
cised the government’s pro- 
cedure, including the 
formation of committees to 
help citizens. The panels 
are “not qualified 
enough,” the distributed 


fact sheets were “not use- 
ful,” Mr. Riati said. Fore- 
ign students were moved to 
another school for their 
protection while “no one 
paid attention to the ordin- 
ary citizens,” he said. 

Dr. Karaki replied that 
the government had been 
following all details about 
the earthquakes and had 
not forced any official to 
distort facts. 

“Minister of Energry 
(Samih Darwazeh) has 
“been following the issue. 
Everything that was said 
through the media was 
broadcast from Aqaba it- 
self,” Dr. Karaki said. 

“We have discussed the 
situation with scientists and 
we talked to the civil de- 
fence. We did not put 
words in anyone's mouth to 
force him to say some- 
thing” that was not true, he 
said. 

However, “we tried to 
make the media as compe- 





Khaled A1 Karaki 


tent as possible... we tried 
not to wreak havoc within 
the community,” he said. 
“What happened is a lesson 
for us on how to deal with 
natural disasters, if, God 
forbid, anything of the sort 
happens again.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Franco-Palestinian aid accord is signed 


PARIS (AFP) — A Franco- Palestinian aid agreement 
worth 75 million francs (S15 million) has been signed in 
Paris, with most of the money earmarked for the port of 
Gaza, French officials said Tuesday. The protocol was 
signed Monday by Palestinian and French finance ministry 
officials, and follows a financial protocol last year that was 
worth 60 million francs (S11.3 million). “The Gaza port is 
one of the projects on which France wishes to help in 
Palestine,” the French finance ministry said. Palestinian 
sources confirmed that most of the new protocol will cover 
construction of the Gaza port, the sole maritime outlet for 
the autonomous alestinian territories. Initial plans call for 
building a small port to handle vessels of less than 10,000 
tonnes, although it could be enlarged at a later stage. 


Libyan boat fires on Tunisian fishermen 


TUNIS (AFP) — A Libyan patrol ship fired on a Tunisian 
fishing boat seriously wounding one of the fishermen on 
board, daily newspapers reported here Wednesday. The 
Libyans opened fire Tuesday after a gust of wind blew the 
Tunisian boat with three men on board “inadvertently” 
into Libyan territorial waters in the Mediterranean Gulf’of 
Gabes, said the Assabah and Temps de Tunis dailies. The 
Libyan boat ordered the trawler to head for a Libyan port, 
the papers added without giving further details. There was 
no official comment on the incident, the first to be recorded 
in a long time by local media. , 
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Nonyay protests Israeli shelling in Lebanon 


OSLO (AFP) — Norway protested Tuesday against Israeli 
artillery fire that wounded three of its soldiers on duty with 
United Nations forces in South Lebanon at the weekend. 
In a statement, the foreign ministry said the Norwegian 
government had asked Israel to “ensure that such incidents 
do not happen again.” It was the third time that such an 
incident had occurred in south Lebanon, it said. In one of 
the previous incidents, in December 1993, a Norwegian 
soldier serving with the U.N. Interim Forces in Lebanon 
(UN1FIL) was killed. The Norwegians hit by the latest 
shelling were part of a motorised unit on a routine patrol 
near the village of Blatt. a few kilometres from the town of 
Marjayoun, overnight on Saturday. 


EU gives Egypt $12m for family planning 


CAIRO (R) — The European Commission said on 
Wednesday it had granted Egypt 10 million ECUs ($12.66 
million) to fund family planning programmes in impover- 
ished southern villages. The commission’s Cairo office said 
in a statement the grant would cover training doctors and 
setting up clinics in the Qena and Sohag govemorates as 
part of a five-year 258 million ECU (5326.6 million) 
development grant pledged by the EU in 1991 . Egypt is one 
of Africa's most populous nations. Official statistics put the 
population at 60 million and the birth rate, particularly 
among the country’s poor, is high. 


Greek APCs arrive in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Eighty-four Greek-made Leonidas 
armoured personnel carriers (APCs) arrived in Cyrpus by 
sea on Tuesday night, a Defence Ministry spokesman said. 
The cost of the deal has not been revealed. The purchase of 
the APCs is part of a four-year armament programme 
undertaken by the National Guard of Cyprus to boost its 
defence capabilities. Last year another 50 Leonidas APCs 
arrived for the Greek army contingent on the island. 
Eighteen BMP 3 infantry fighting vehicles have been 
delivered from Russia since September as part of a $68 
million deal to acquire 43 such vehicles. 


PNA voter registration 
‘impresses’ monitors 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The European Un- 
ion (EU) observers mission 
said Tuesday it was “impress- 
ed” by the voter registration 
process for the first Palesti- 
nian general elections which 
are due to take place .on Jan. 
20 . 

“We have been favourably 
impressed by the registration 
process," Sweden’s Kari Lid- 
bom, head of mission, told a 
Jerusalem press conference. 

“We note that it has been 
very well-prepared and that 
the implementation of this 
large-scale and complex op- 
eration has been carried out 
efficiently and correctly.” he 
said. 

Mr. Lidbom said the one- 
month process had taken 
place “in the unusual cir- 
cumstances of military 
occupation and partial with- 
drawal” of Israeli, troops 
from the West Bank. 

Around 1.1 million Palesti- 
nians in the Gaza Strip and 
West] Bank, including 
annexed East Jerusalem, 
have been registered. 

Mr. Lidbom pointed to 
some weaknesses, such as 
that adequate maps were not 
always available to the door- 
to-door canvassers, but said 


‘the number of potential vo- 
ters affected... is so low as to 
have no significant validity.” 
He also noted a late rush in 
East Jerusalem, where reg- 
istration was extended, “to 
overcome some reluctance to 
register among the Palesti- 
nian population of the city.” 


A point of concern for the 
EL* observers’ chief was that 
the late ratification of the 
election law. last week, had 
left only a short-time for elec- 
tion candidates and parties to 
come forward. 

Registration to contest the 
elections is due to start on 
Thursday, he said, adding the 
law itself was already being 
amended and that this could 
lead to confusion. 

Mr. Lidbom also urged the 
Palestinian authorities “to 
draw up promptly clear and 
fair rules to regulate access 
by candidates and political 
entities to the broadcast and 
printed media.” 


Three hundred EU o Ser- 
vers as well as 200 from other 
countries and international 
organisations are to be de- 
ployed for the self-rule elec- 
tions. A first contingent of 
some 60 Europeans arrived 
last month. 


Palestinians remove settler 
booth near Orient House 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Angry Palestinians 
destroyed a booth built by 
Jewish settlers outside the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) headquarters 
Wednesday, saying it inciting 
violence against Arabg. 


ing us” and “Orient out.” 
Spray-painted on a nearby 
wall was the slogan “Death to 
the Arabs.” 


“We don’t need this in- 
tolerance. We have to clean 
up this city and we don’t need 
more racism and incitement 
to violence." said Palestinian’ 
human rights lawyer 
Jonathan Kuttab after some 
two dozen youths ripped 
down the booth and scattered 
its posters. 

Jewish settlers set up the 
booth across from the Orient 
House in East Jerusalem this 
summer to press their de- 
mand for its closure. The 
booth was only sporadically 
occupied and there were no 
Israelis there on Wednesday. 

The Palestinians flipped 
over a cabinet full of Jewish 
prayer books and trampled 
posters saying "peace is kaU- 


Israeli border police dis- 
persed the crowd and tem- 
porarily detained one of the 
Palestinians. 

“So what,” said Moshe 
Feigiin, a Jewish extreme- 
right leader who set up the 
booth. “We can rebuild it 
tomorrow. That’s not the 
fight. The fight is over Jeru- 
salem. Hie (Israeli) goveren- 
ment is giving away the dty 
to the Arabs.” 


Also Wednesday, police 
detained Rabbi Moshe 
Levinger, a founder of the 
West Bank settler move- 
ment, after he refused a court 
summons to appear in court. 
He was convicted oa Monday 
of assaulting Arabs five 
years ago but was freed pend- 
ing ail appeal. 

Police hauled him in after 
he refused to post bail. He 
has 43 days to file the appeal. 


Two killed 


in attack on 
Mogadishu 
police 
station 



MOGADISHU (AFP) — At 
least two gunmen were killed 
and three others were 
wounded when heavily 
armed men supported tty two 
technicals (armed wagons) 
attacked a police station at 
K-4 in south Mogadishu on 
Wednesday morning, sources 
dose to General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed said. 

The sources said the 
attackers were trying to re- 
lease two lorries which had 
been detained by Gen. 
Aideed’s security forces in 
Merca district, 100 
kilometres south of Moga- 
dishu. after accusing them of 
violating tax regulations im- 
posed by Gen. Aideed's Un- 
ited Somali Congress/Somali 
National Alliance faction 
government. 

Sources close to Gen. 
Aideed’s militia and police 
claimed the detained vehicles 
were transporting military 
hardware to Gedo region 
controlled by the Marehan 
sub-dans’ Somali National 
Front (SNF) opposed to Gen. 
Aideed. 

The military cargo was 
confiscated and handed over 
to Gen. Aideed' s govern- 
ment, but the faction’s reg- 
ulations allowed the owners 
of the lorries and cargo to 
repurchase them from tee 
general's government if they 
still needed them. 

But one of the owners of 
the detained vehicles, Issa 
Qodah, denied the claim, 
saying that they were trans- 
porting non-military mate- 
rials and imported food stuff 
to Gedo region. 

Mr. Qodah also said he did 
not know when or who im- 
posed sanctions on Gedo re- 
gion, since Gen. Aideed's 
“government" bad not offi- 
cially declared any sanctions 
against southern Somalia’s 
Gedo people. 

• But police investigators 
maintained that some of tee 
businessmen who were be- 
hind the armed attack on tee 
police station had earlier 
admitted that they were 
transporting communication 
equipment, including field 
radios, which could be used 
f *for militia purposes, although 
they maintained they were 
for private and domestic use. 

■ Habr Gedir clan elders in- f 
tervened after the attack and 
calm lias since returned to 
south Mogadishu. 

Meanwhile, Gen. Aideed's 
militiamen and- those of self- 
styled interim Somali presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi Mohammad's 
Somali Salvation Alliance 
(SSA) dashed on Tuesday 
night on the road between 
Mogadishu and Ballidogle, 
Gen. Aideed’s faction con- 
firmed on Wednesday. 

The clashes followed the, 
massing of 25 technicals by 
Gen. Aideed’s faction in the 
area in an effort to reopen 
the road, which has been 
closed for the past few days 
due ot clan militia fighting. 

They said that during the 
battle, both sides used anti- 
aircraft missiles and heavy 
machineguns, but Mr. Ali 
Mahdi ’s militiamen later re- 
treated into surrounding vil- 
lages and jungles to reorga- 
nise. 

Two days of heavy rains in 
tee area have prevented Gen. 
Aideed's armed wagons from 
pursuing the retreating mili- 
tiamen 

The fighting followed Mr. 
Ali Mahdi's warning on Tues- 
day that Somali nationals and L. 
foreigners should immediate- 
ly stop using two airpots con- 
trolled by Gen. Aideed^ fac- 
tion at Ballidogle and K-SO.. 




. \ <■ 



it ork 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

13:00 Tris — The Happy Professor 

13:15 Fireman Sam 

13:25 Hurricanes 

13:50 My Secret Identity 

14:1* NBA 

ISM The New Leave it to Beaver 

15 JO White Heat 

16 JO Gillette World Sport Special 

17:00 Sophie Et Virpnic 

17 JO Varieties — Taratara 

‘ 19:00 News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Archimcdc 

19:30 Carol and Company 

2fcfl0 Magazine Zero. One 

20 25 The Album Show 

21:10 The New Avengers 

23M News in English 

22:25 Feature film: “Gly Boy" 

23£9 

Drama — Nancy Wake (Ep.ll) 

PRAYER TIMES 

05*0 Fajr 

06:22 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:30 Dhuhr 

14:14 -Asr 

I6J7 Maghreb 

18:00 *lsha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Chnrch 
Swrifldi, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 


Church of he Auaundaflaa Tel. 
637440. 

De b Safe Church Td. 661757 
Teramta Church Td: 622366 
Church of the AanunduMoo Tci. 
623541. 

AnftUcm Church Td. 652826. 
Aru mifaui Cathefe. C hur ch Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel.. 771751. 
Amman loterufttional Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German-speaking Erunge&cai Con- 
gregation Td: 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Stints Td. 654932 
Chnrch of Nazars* TcI.67569I. 
The Evangdkal Local Church In 


Dcscn* 2/15 

Jordan Valley 9/20 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 'll Aqaba 19. Humidity 
readings: Amman 86 per ccm. 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 


Td. 811295 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tbc Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Temperatures arc expected to 
rise slightly with skies partly doudy 
and winds south easterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 3/14 

Aqaba 9/20 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Adrian Zaghkwl 898140 

Dr. Jamal Jbaiah 847351 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Toyyim ....620115 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoab pharmacy 644945 

Sbrncsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qaqu 281741 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Lawn 9S9601 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Qvil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police $43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PcWic Security Department 63(021 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaid 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 681100 

Jordan Etattriatr Authority 
^ . 815615 

Elect nc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

- . - 644281/6 

AVuTch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcbani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-MuashCr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 6&JI27/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafkh 775111/26 

Army .{Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa Govt. Hospital [09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Htkma Modem Hospital (09)«0W0 

IRBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 102)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospilg] (09)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

64:66 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
•*2 v Sanaa (RJ) 

b* 2 * Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

1045 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

18:15 ... Jeddah. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

1*28 Colombo I RJ) 

I*- 2 * London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

IfcIO Bangkok. CakuiU(RJ) 

19:15 .... Al Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

*5* Rome (RJ) 

Lamaca(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


12:40 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

12:40 Shariqah(AH) 

13*0 Riyadh (SV> 

14:00 Doha (07) 

16*18 Dubai (EK) 

1948 Paris. Damascus (AF)» 

20:18 Beirut (ME) 

2008 Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

01:15 London (KJ) 

®1^® Amsterdam (RL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

0k ,s Beirut (RJ) 

10-J0.... Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 
11=00 ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

j'-®- * Rome (RJ) 

London(RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Larnaca(Rj) 

22* Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22? J «H ah wj 

Cairo (RJ) 

22:65 Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Olhar Flight* (Terminal 2) 

1*25 B®™*- Condon (BA) 

52 Beirut (ME) 

Abu Dhabi. Al Ain. Muscat (GF) 
Algiers (AH) 

S'- « Dubai (ER) 


82J8 Amsterdam (KL) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dtp. Ammo ... &00a.m. every Monday 
Arr. Damatcw 5:00 pjn. every Monday 
Dtp. -Damascus 7 JO a.o. every Sunday. 
Arr. Amman .... 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


market prices 

Uppcr/fowerpriee in fils per kg. 

Apple 700(500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Banana (imported) 870*650 

Cabbage 110/50 

Carrot 300/200 

Cauliflower 1 10/50 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 300 / 200 

Eggplant 300 1 120 

Ganic 7SW50Q 

Grape Fruit 23<V150 

Lemon 230/150 

Marrow (large) 150/100 

Marrow (small) 280 / 200 

Onion (green) 200/140 

Onion (dry) 2301 170 

Orange ! 540/400 

Pepper (hot) 260/180 

PfcRJcr (sweet) 260080 

Potato 250/ 180 

Radish 15080 

Spnwcfa 120/80 

String Beans 520 / 400 

Tangerine 280/200 

Tomato 210/130 
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Deputies protest price hikes, point to high 
level of poverty, low increases in salaries 



ANNUAL DINNER: The British- Jordanian Society (BJS) held its annual end of 
year dinner at Forte Grand Hotel under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben AI Hussein 
deputised for the Crown Prince, saying that Britian and Jordan have always 
maintained very strong historical relations based on common interests and values. 
Major events have occurred in the Middle East region since 1984 when the society 
was established. Prince Faisal said. Despite Jordan’s involvement in these events, 
the society has maintained close contacts with the United Kingdom which has a 
special, place in the hearts of the Jordanian people, he said. Prince Faisal said 
strong relations are needed now at a time when a new Middle East order is being 
built Guests included Society President Mohammad Keilani and British Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Peter Hincbcliff and a number of deputies, senators and members 
of the business community in the country (Petra photo) 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lower House of Par- 
liament deputies Wednesday 
protested against price bikes and 
called on the government to 
increase wages and take appropri- 
ate measures to fight poverty in the 
Kingdom. 

Centrist deputy Mifleh Ruheimi 
complained against what he 
described as the injustice in the dis- 
tribution of food coupons. 

He said that while the House had 
already classified poor families as 
those who receive a salary less than 
JD 500 a month, and are entitled to 
food coupons, there are many poor 
families who are being denied these 
coupons. 


u As soon as the Ministry of Sup- Sa'ad said. “In addition, the 

ply started applying this policy, the increase should start at the begin- 

/ii — .f T— _ _ J ■ _ t * _ 


distribution of coupons to needy 
families became an objective hard 
to achieve,” deputy Ruheimi said. 

“Which rules did the ministry fol- 
low in its classification of deprived 
and needy families? he asked. 

Opposition deputies complained 
of price hikes to the government 
saying that increases in employees* 
salaries is necessary. 

Islamic Action Front deputy 
Suleiman Sa’ad said he received 
numerous complaints from Jordani- 
ans who were angry at the govern- 
ment's recent decision to increase 
salaries by only ID 10 as of June 1 
of next year. 

‘This increase is marginal and 
does not help in anything,” deputy 


rung of January and not in May as 
the government has decided. 

T call on the government to 
reconsider this decision,” he added. 

“The increase in salaries should 
also correspond to price hikes and 
the high costs of living,” deputy 
Sa’ad added. 

Leftist deputy Mustafa Shuneikat 
pointed out that price hikes have 
added an additional burden on the 
shoulders of needy families and has 
increased the level of poverty in the 
Kingdom. 

"Some studies show that prices of 
more than 50 commodities have 
increased recently,” he said. ‘The 
prices are increasing at a crazy rate 
without any monitoring or supervi- 


sion.” 

T call on the House and the gov- 
ernment to adopt a very serious and 
' firm stand to put an end to these 
increases,” he said, adding, “attend- 
ing to the needs of the public is our 
national duty.” 

The government did not make a 
reply to lawmakers’ complaints. 

The draft budget is, however, cur- 
rently being discussed by the 
House’s financial committee. 

When referred to the House for 
endorsement, the draft budget is 
expected to draw criticism and 
debate from opposition and centrist 
deputies, particularly in connection 
with salary increases and the econ- 
omy. 


House turns down request for maternity 
leave extension of six months 

By Sa’eda Kilani Deputy Prime Minister and be looking at the econo 

•"U: XX Special to the Jordan Tones Minister of Education situation in the country. ’ 


•i- : is j Special to the Jordan Times 

Mr Qojjjl AMMAN — A demand by 
res -. 5 . one parliamentarian to 
extend maternity leave 
f • •• from three months to six 
::-.enr>v . months was voted down by 
r ~-- ctdn:; the majority of die Lower 
••• -jKs- House of Parliament which 
' :er_= saw the implementation of 

^ : the extension as unrealistic. 

The request, made by left- 
■«: ist deputy Bassam Had- 
: : dadin during fbe House's 
■ v j- . discussions of the amended 
Xi ' :j: draft of the public security 
*- •r*:rr; r. law, was criticised by par- 
- liamentarians and govem- 
■- = - ment officials who 
-.-ascribed- -the amended 
~ : draft, which ' had already 
' extended maternal leave 

;' 7 ;J/r;frc«n 40 days to three 
X’j l~ months, as sufficient. .. 

“Maternity is fully pro- 
' w. j.iTi tected by the law,” said 


Abdel Ra’ouf Rawabdeh. 

“If the duration was 
extended then employers 
would not hire 
women...women will be 
deprived of their essential 
rights,” Mr. Rawabdeh 
said. 

“In addition, women 
employers have the right to 
four years' leave without 
pay,” be said, adding, “the 
law is very well balanced 
oul" 

Islamic Action Front 
deputy Bassam Emoush 
also protested against Mr. 
Haddadin’s proposal, say- 
ing the economic situation 
is already difficult enough. 

“Three months’ leave is 
already enough,” Dr. 
Emoush said. “We should 
not be as emotional as law- 
makers. Instead we should 


be looking at the economic 
situation in the country.” 

Leftist deputy Mustafa 
Shuneikat and centrist 
deputy Hasbem Dabbas 
also said that 90 days of 
maternity leave were 
enough and that this 
amount of leave is in line 
with all other laws and leg- 
islations. 

The amended draft was 
adopted with no revisions. 

Mr. Haddadin’s proposal 
to extend maternal leave to 
six months was finally 
turned down with only two 
deputies voting in its 
favour: Mr. Haddadio him- 
self and deputy Abdul Baqi 
Jammo. 

Deputy Toujan Faisal, the 
only woman deputy, was 
absent from Wednesday’s 


EC suspends Med-Media 
interaction programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The European Commission has decid- 
ed to suspend for six months the Med-Media programme 
wbicb was earlier set up by the Commission to encourage 
cooperation and interaction among European news organ- 
isations and their Mediterranean counterparts. 

An official at one of the Med-Media sponsored projects 
said in a letter faxed to the Jordan Times Wednesday that 
the decision was taken by the vice-president.of the Euro- 
pean Commission, Manuel Marin. 

The official urged publications in the region to rally 
against the decision to suspend the programme by sending 
letters to the European Commission to explain the dama ge 
that would result from cancelling Med-Media. 

“We regard the commission’s decision as incomprehen- 
sible and very damaging to relations with all our partners 
in the eastern Mediterranean...where does it leave the 
rhetoric of Barcelona?” said the project official, adding 
that “we will continue to fight the decision.” 


RJ registers 4.6% passenger increase , 


AMMAN (Pena) — The national air carrier. Royal Jor- 
danian (RJ) transported a total of 1,180,678 passengers 
during the past 11 months, reflecting an increase of 4.6 per 
cent over the same period of last year, according to RJ 
Assistant Deputy Director for Planning Ghada Batter. Ms. 
Bader said the number of passengers transported by the 
airliner in November increased by 19.4 per cent when 
compared to November 1994. She said cargoes transport- 
ed by RJ during the same period this year totalled 61.023 
tonnes with an increase of 23.6 per cent of last year’s fig- 
ure. 


5 - 1 ; Workshop to explore media ’s role in gender issues 


£ A By Rana Husseini 

• Special to the Jordan Times 

5' "7 J- m - AMMAN — Media should 
.1 ."X- play a vital role in changing 
preconceived • roles of 
women in society, experts 
V ■ zr- said Wednesday daring a 
two-day seminar on gender 
. xr:: and the media. 

_ Jamileh Abu Duhou, a 

' trainer from the West Bank, 
\i_r- '5 said media is an integral 
. ri - ^ tool in social structure 
: '' changes because it affects 
.. beliefs and ideology con- 
" ; •' “! oerning gender issues. 

' - 'X Ms. Abu Duhou, who was 
j V addressing journalists par- 
ticipating in the seminar, 


ing, organised by United 
Nations Developm ent Fo nd 
for Women (UNIFEM), 
will expose participants to 
the practice of work that is 
free of gender bias. 

“We an;. going to discuss 
gender anil how it affects 
men and women, as well as 
values, standards and ideas 
and how they affect our 
general understanding of 
these values,” Ms. Duhou 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

During the five-hour sem- 
inar, Ms. Duhou pointed to 
the changing role of women 
in the society and in 
response to a question 
whether women were imi- 
tating men, she said: “We 


said the purpose of the sem- taring men, she said: We 

.c inar was to introduce gen- - do not want to imitate men; 
; der concepts to journalists we want to develop our 

_ J.- in order to belp them relate roles in society.” 

‘ v. the concept to their work. The media is instrumental 
/. '. I ' ' Ms. Duhou said tiie meet- in the evaluation and 


emphasis of the roles that 
women and men have, been 
placed in, she said 

Leila Deeb, UNIFEM 
project coordinator, said the 
concept of gender is essen- 
tial to the promotion of 
women’s status in the 
region, “because seeking 
equality in all aspects of life 
and mainstreaming women 
into those aspects particu- 
larly in the economy and 
political participation is 
what will advance and 
enhance their status,” she 
said 

Ms. Deeb asserted that to 
clarify this to and through 
the media is essential in 
order to dispel biases in 
gender concepts, to correct 
the image of women in the 
media and to avoid discrim- 
ination against them. 

One of these require- 


ments, she pointed out, is to 
update and advance the 
Qvil Status Law, which can 
only come through public 
pressure. 

She stressed to the partic- 
ipants of the workshop that 
gender is not only about 
womeu “but is about both 
men and women”, explain- 
ing that gender is con- 
cerned with the deeply- 
embedded concepts of the 
roles of men and women in 
society. 

“Gender is very important 
in the development plan- 
ning of both men and 
women and must be taken 
into consideration when 
planning development pro- 
jects for the society,” she 
asserted. 

She hoped that the partic- 
ipants will understand the 
concept and implement it in 


their profession to the 
advantage of a clear and 
common understanding of 
people. 

Participants from various 
media sectors discussed 
and exchanged points of 
view on the misconceived 
roles of women and men in 
society, the social and pro- 
fessional forms of discrimi- 
nation against them, and the 
laws which work against 
women. 

Participants also watched 
a short film entitled 
“Impossible Dream”, a 
short film which showed 
the social and domestic 
pressures of married 
women. 

According to Ms. Duhou, 
Thursday participants will 
look at the media's role in 
gender issues. 



FILMS 

* "Todos a la Carcel" and "El Milagro 
de Navidad" (for children) respective- 
ly at 4.30 pxn. and 6.00 p.m. on Thurs- 
day at Institute) Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman. 

*■ -'Monet Legacy of Light" (with com- 
mentary in Arabic by Dr. Khaled 
Khreis) at Daiat Al Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh at 5.30 p.m. 

* "Advice and Consent" at the Ameri- 
can Centre on Thursday at 5.00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* Information session on CPA qualifica- 
tions and the Becker preparatory 
course at Forte Grand Hotel on Friday 
at 4.00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Redtal of poems (in English) cov- 
ering topics on peace, democracy, 
^nd religious tolerance by Ibrahim 


Mohammad Amin at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre on Thursday at 6.00 p-m. 

* Recital of poems by Laila Mah- 
moud at the Phoenix Gallery, Gar- 
dens St., on Thursday at 6.00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by artist Hind Nasser at Darat 
Al Funun (until Jan. 6). 

•Photography by poet Ibrahim Nas- 
rallah entitled "The Autobiography of 
an Eye" at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh. (Until'Jan. 4). 

* Photography exhibition "Biblical 
Itineraries" at the French Cultural 
Centre. (Until Dec. 30). 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

* Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas Kas- 

sisieh (includes Christinas items, 
table mats, baskets, wall-hangings, 
candle-holders and side-lamps) at the 
Jordan Design and Trade Centre of 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation, off 
Wadi Saqra Street (until Dec 31). , 



CLUB RESTAURANT 
# # • Saturday 1 6 Pec. 1995 


GALA DINNER 


* Video Clips from Italy, Rai (1) & Rai (2) 

* A gastronomy popular fair of Italian Pasta 
made to your order. 

* Your choice of main course to follow 
Any Chicken, Veal or Fillet of Beef. 

* Including dessert & coffee. 

JD 12:500+ — 


j$ Sweifiyeh - Tel: 863944 


Tawjihi examination to return 
to ‘one session a year’ basis 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Educa- 
tion Secretary General Izzat Jaradar 
announced Wednesday that after this 
scholastic year tawjihi examinations will 
no longer be held in two sessions. 

Dr. Jaradat said the ministry will return 
to the end of year examination session in 
the next scholastic year. 

Dr. Jaradat made the announcement at a 
meeting for directors of government 
schools in Jordan during which be 
reviewed the ministry’s plans for the first 
session of the tawjihi examination which 
is due to start on Dec. 27 and which will 
be sat for by more than 80, 000 students. 

Later, Dr. Jaradat chaired a meeting by 


the ministry’s planning committee to dis- 
cuss textbook supplies. 

He told the committee that the timely 
publication of textbooks for next year 
should be given priority and that every- 
thing possible should be made to avoid 
failure to meet deadlines. 

Dr. Jaradat also called on the depart- 
ments of education and school directors to 
hold regular meetings to discuss school 
plans particularly for the secondary stage 
and to explain arrangements for the new 
tawjihi examination arrangements. 



Ministry looks to World Bank for assistance 
in housing projects for low-income groups 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In 
efforts to allow limited 
income groups build their 
own homes at reasonable 
costs; the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment is approaching the 
World Bank for assistance 
to set up a real estate mort- 
gage market, according to 
Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Nader 
Thuheirat 

The minister told the Jor- 
dan Times chat he dis- 
cussed the idea Wednesday 
with a visiting delegation 
from the World Bank. 

A real estate mortgage 
market would permit low 
and limited income groups 
to obtain loans for their 
housing projects, he said. 

Also discussed with the 
delegation was the subject 
of encouraging the private- 
sector in executing low- 
cost housing projects for 
limited and low-income 
groups, an endeavour 
which until now has been 
shouldered by the Housing 
and Urban Development 


Department (HUDD), the 
minister said. 

The ministry is in the 
process of restructuring 
the housing sector in Jor- 
dan and in the next stage it 
will be encouraging peo- 
ple, especially those in 
rural regions to build units 
vertically rather than hori- 
zontally in order to not to 
lose arable land, the minis- 
ter added. 

Mr. Thuheirat said he 
explained to the delegation 
that by executing develop- 
ment projects in rural 
regions and helping to cre- 
ate jobs and by making 
bousing projects feasible 
to local citizens, his min- 
istry was encouraging peo- 
ple to continue living in 
their own villages. 

A three-day workshop on 
encouraging die private 
sector to carry out housing 
schemes for limited 
income groups held last 
week ended with represen- 
tatives of the private sector 
announcing their willing- 
ness to take up the task but 
also requesting that they 


be granted incentives and 
privileges from HUDD. 

One study has recently 
shown that Jordan is in 
need of 32,000 housing 
units annually to cater to 
the continual growth in 
population. 

Mr. Thuheirat said Jor- 
dan has been witnessing a 
population growth rate of 
4.35 per cent annually. 
Population figures stand at 
4.1 million at present, dou- 
bling six-fold since 1952. 

HUDD plays a pioneer- 
ing role in serving limited 
income groups but the pri- 
vate sector's contribution 
is now also needed, he 
said. 

Mr. Thuheirat said his 
ministry was currently 
revising a law on organis- 
ing towns and villages 
enacted in 1966 with a 
view to catering to the pre- 
sent requirements of the 
country. 



HEHRAZAD 

The Ultimate in Middle Eastern Cuisine 

(A JKajeslic (experience 

♦ 

Oriental (Jltmosp/iere 
(jxcfusioe (Hospitality 


Cn/ty Irahh t-rkrtenment 

Open nigMy fa* - midnight, except 'Jridoy* 

i 9D cover charge 









4 World News 


Jordan Times, Thursday & Friday, November 14 - 15, 1995 


Dudayev warns war ‘not over’ 
but backs down on terrorism 


SOUTHERN CHECHEN- 
YA, Russia (AFP) — The 
war in Chechenya is “far 
from over”, separatist 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev warned Wednes- 
day though be said he 
opposed terrorism as a wea- 
pon against the Russians. 

In a rare interview, the 
former president of Cbe- 
chenya denounced Rus- 
sian-organised elections in 
the republic this week as a 
“farce”. 

The fighting is “far from 
over. It has only just 
begun,” he told reporters at 
a secret location in southern 
Chechenya. 

However, the leader of tbe 
Caucasus republic’s inde- 
pendence movement, said 
he would not order terrorist 
acts, contradicting threats 
made by several of his top 
guerrilla army commanders. 

“I am a professional sol- 
dier and I am opposed to 
terrorist warfare,” he said. 

“War is not a bomb on a 
train or an explosion in tbe 
subway. ... War and terror- 
ism are two separate things. 
War has its own rules and 
whoever breaks those rules 
has already lost,” he said. 

Mr. Dudayev, whose 
forces continue to battle 
Russian troops in pockets in 
mountainous southern 
Chechenya, said the 
Russian-organised local 
leadership elections, set for 


Thursday, were “a plain 
farce”. 

Mr. Dudayev, a former 
Soviet Air Force general, 
who as president unilateral- 
ly proclaimed independence 
from Russia in 1991, has 
called for a boycott of tbe 
elections, in which the only 
- well-known candidate is the 
Doku Zavgayev, the 
Russian-installed interim 
leader of Chechenya. 

Former Russian Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov withdrew earlier 
this week claiming tbe vote 
was a sham, and the two 
other two candidates are 
unknowns who have been 
known to use their free tele- 
vision time to praise Mr. 
Zavgayev. 

Mr. Dudayev also repeat- 
ed that he rejected an accord 
signed Friday by Mr. 
Zavgayev and Russian 
Prime ' Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin that recog- 
nises Chechenya as having 
a special status within tbe 
Russian Federation. 

“We are not familiar with 
the text, and frankly, we 
don’t plan to become famil- 
iar with itT he said, 

“We are preparing tbe 
signing of a new agreement 
— on tbe status of Russia 
within Chechenya,” be 
joked. 

Russian troops stormed 
Chechenya on Dec. 11 last 
year to crush Mr Dudayev's 


independence movement. 

Most tolls estimate that 
around 30.000 people have 
been killed in the fighting. 

Mr Dudayev, who been in 
hidin g since being driven 
out of the Chechen capital 
earlier this year, appeared in 
fine health and good 
humour as he received 
reporters shortly after mid- 
night Tuesday-Wednesday. 

Future peace talks are 
necessary, be said, but “we 
will probably have to wait 
for a change in power in 
Russia, because the current 
regime is not qualified for 

any thin g.” 

Russia abandoned peace 
talks witht tbe rebels in 
October after a bomb that 
left the Russian military 
commander in a coma. 

Mr. Dudayev’s forces 
have denied responsibility 
for that attack. 

Mr. Dudayev said that 
Russian parliamentary elec- 
tions Sunday, in which 
Communists and national- 
ists are expected to perform 
well, were unlikely to make 
peace talks any easier. 

“The democrats have all 
deserted. ... There is only a 
tiny group left, desperately 
beating against the stones of 
die Kremlin walls to break 
open a hole in this totalitar- 
ian regime,” he said. 

Only two or three democ- 
ratic parties are competing 
and “the rest are ... fascists 


and rejects from other pans 
of the country that have 
washed up in Moscow,” he 
said. 

He blamed the “interna- 
tional community”, for a 
series of wars in the former 
Soviet republics. 

Mr. Dudayev also said 
that after Russian troops 
were finished in Chechenya, 
they would “swoop down 
on Europe and slaughter 
you like chickens”. 

Russian troops stormed 
Chechenya on Dec. 11 last 
year to crush Mr. Dudayev’s 
independence movement 
Tens of thousands of people 
have been killed in the 
fighting. 

On Tuesday the Chechen 
parliament brought the elec- 
tions forward by three days 
to Thursday, Itar-Tass news 
agency reported. 

The poll had originally 
been scheduled to take 
place tp coincide with the 
Dec. 17 Russian legislative 
elections. 

Mr. Zavgayev, who was 
appointed by Moscow, 
decided the poll would take 
place throughout the repub- 
lic between Dec. 14 and 17, 
ITAR-TASS said. 

In the poll, tbe rebel 
republic will elect deputies 
to the Duma (lower house 
of tbe Russian parliament) 
as well as electing a head of 
the Chechen Republic. 


Space-age Australian gun set to 
revolutionise anti-missile technology 


SYDNEY (AFP) — U.S. arms manufactur- 
ers want to evaluate a revolutionary elec- 
tronic gun designed by an Australian inven- 
tor that can fire at more than 20 times tbe 
rate of the world’s fastest existing gun. 

The super-weapon, dabbed “Metal 
Storm,” is being viewed as tbe first really 
effective defence against guided missiles 
such as the cruise missile as well as mortar 
bombs and even smart bombs, its inventor, 
Mike O’ Dwyer, said Wednesday. 

• The gun is reported here to have taken tbe 
arms industry,by. storm after being fired in 
•Queensland 'University trials at up to 
135.000 rounds a minute, and demonstrat- 
ing a capacity to fire at more than 10 mil- 
lion a minute. 

America’s fastest machine gun, the 
Phalanx anti-misSile gun which equips U.S. 
warships, fires at a maximum rate of 6,000 
rounds a minute. 

Metal Storm, prototypes of which have 
been built by Australia’s Olympic rifle gun- 
smith, Mab Engineering of Brisbane, has 
taken 10 years and cost just $1.1 million to 
reach its present stage of development — 
an almost negligible sum in defence pro- 
curement terms. 

It is electronically controlled, has multi- 
ple barrels and an infinitely variable rate of 
fire, but no mechanical, moving parts, no 
opening breach and no movement of 
ammunition from the magazine. 


Mr. O’Dwyer, a former retailer who 
retired from his successful business to con- 
centrate on his numerous inventions of 
which the gun is only one. has no scientific 
or ballistic background. 

Yet his patented technology is to be stud- 
ied by three leading U.S. arms manufactur- 
ers under secrecy agreements and 
Australia's Defence Science And 
Technology Organisation also wants to 
appraise it, the Australian newspaper 
reported. 

“Not having a ballistics-' -background 
enabled me to think laterally without being 
embarrassed about what I was thinking 
about,” Mr. O’Dwyer told AFP. 

“I set out to produce a weapon that threw 
more lead than existing technology because 
when I looked at existing technology just as 
a curious inventor, it seemed to me that for 
all the complexity there was not mucb lead 
coming out.” 

After studying the existing technology. 
Ml O’Dwyer decided it was impossible to 
improve further. “It was a matter of going 
back to the 14th century and starting again,” 
be said. 

The new concept weapon be designed 
was taken to Mab Engineering after he was 
advised by ballistics and Australian military 
experts that they had seen nothing like it 
before. 


Chinese Wei jailed for subversion 


BEIJING, (R) — Wei 
Jngsheng, China’s leading 
pro-democracy campaigner, 
was found guilty Wednes- 
day of conspiring to subvert 
the government and jailed 
for 14 years in what ana- 
lysts called a “shocking” 
warning against dissent 

Widely regarded as the 
father of China’s modern 
democracy movement, 

Mr.Wei was also stripped of 
his political rights for three 
years — but spared a possi- 
ble death sentence. 

The official Xinhua news 
agency called the verdict a 
“first ruling” by the Beijing 
Intermediate People's 
Court, leaving open the pos- 
sibility of an appeal, ‘lie has 
10 days from tomorrow to 
appeal,” a court spokesman 
said by telephone. It was 
not known if Mr. Wei would 
do so. 

Analysts interpreted the 
sentence as an intensifica- 
tion of government curbs on 
dissent but said it also 
revealed a lack of confi- 
dence in the Communist 
Party leadership. 

“That’s quite shocking. 
They (the government) 
must be extremely nervous 
about dissent,” said a veter- 
an China-watcher in a 
European embassy. ‘There 
must be a very complicated 
situation going on inside 
that Communist Party in 
which they want to show 
internally that they are very 
hard and not yielding ro for- 
eign pressure .” 

The trial was the first pub- 
lic appearance by China’s 
best-known dissident since 


he vanished into legal limbo 
in April 1994 after meeting 
a senior U.S. Human Rights 
official. 

Mr. Wei bad spent much 
of bis adult life in prison blit 
spoke ont anew against one- 
party. Communist rule dur- 
ing a half year of freedom 
that ended with his disap- 
pearance in April 1994. 

It was not clear whether 
the 14-year sentence, if 
upheld, would include tbe 
20 months he has already 
spent in state custody, court 
spokesman Chen Xiong 
said. 

Another western diplomat 
cast doubt on rumours in 
diplomatic circles tbat 
Mr.Wei might now be sent 
abroad for “h umani tarian” 
medical treatment to get 
him out of China once and 
for an. 

“Why should they? The 
Chinese do not care,” the 
diplomat said. “He will be 
locked op aod just appear 
on the list of foreign human 
rights bodies.” 

The foreign ministry has 
denied planning to expel 
Mr. Wei. At the five-hour 
trial, Mr. Wei spoke in his 
defence as did lawyers 
Zhang Sizhi and Li Huigen. 
Details of tbe subversion 
charges and Mr. Wet’s 
defence were not available, 
Mr.Cbeu said. 

Mr. Wei’s relatives attend- 
ed the trial as did some 
Chinese reporters and 
court-selected citizens, sev- 
eral dozen in all. Mi. Chen 
said. 

Western reporters were 
denied access. His relatives 


have denounced his prose- 
cution, saying Mr. Wei did 
nothing bat exercise his 
constitutional right to speak 
his mind and never posed 
any threat to the state. They 
were denied access to Mr. 
Wei until Wednesday’s trial. 

Tbe United States and 
other western governments 
have urged Mr. Wei’s 
release, condemning his 
trial as political persecution. 
A U.S. embassy spokes- 
woman said she was unsure 
if the verdict would affect a 
planned trip by a senior US. 
Trade official, Lee Sands, 
who was due in Beijing 
Wednesday. “This trip has 
been scheduled for a long 
time. I wouldn’t necessarily 
link tbe two,” she said. 

In Washington on the eve 

of the trial, U.S. National 
Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake told Mr. Wei’s sister, 
Wei Shanshan, the United 
States and President Bill 
Clinton were deeply con- 
cerned about the 1995 
Nobel Peace Prize nominee. 

The 46-year-old veteran 
dissident was first jailed in 
the late 1970s democracy 
wall era after proposing tbat 
senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping’s four modernisa- 
tions drive needed a fifth 
component — western-style 
multiparty democracy. 

Much of his imprisonment 
was spent in solitary con- 
finement Under- strong 
international pressure for 
his release,’ China- paroled 
Mr. Wei in late 1993 after 
be had served all but six 
months of a 15-year prison 
term. 


Castro 
urged to 
take reforms 
to political 
sphere 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama Wednesday 
urged Cuban President 
Fidel Castro to extend Ms 
economic reforms -to tbe 
political sphere including 
human rights, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

During a 20-minute 
meeting with Me Castro, 
who arrived here Tuesday 
on bis way home from a 
two-week tour of China 
and- Vietnam, the official, 
said Mr. Murayama wel- 
comed the Caribbean 
nation’s recent economic 
reforms. 

But the prime minister 
also noted that the world 
trend was towards greater 
democracy, “many coun- 
tries are making such 
efforts. I hope Cuba will 
accelerate democratisation 
with due consideration for 
human rights,” be said. 

Mr. Castro, who aban- 
doned his trademark mili- 
tary fatigues for a 
Vietnamese suit on his first 
visit to Tokyo, replied that 
Cuba was “among those 
countries making their 
utmost efforts for world 
peace," the official said. 

The Cuban leader then 
blamed tbe United States 
for making “unreasonable” 
criticisms of Cuban policy. 

Tfs up to you whether to 
believe what the United 
States is saying,” be told 
Mr. Murayama, recalling 
that “before the Vietnam 
War, tbe United States was 
supporting countries prac- 
tising apartheid and geno- 
cide. 

“The United States also 
dropped atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” 
the Cuban leader added.' 

Tbe two leaders seemed 
to agree on the need to 
reform die United Nations, 
with Mr. Murayama noting 
that it “should change so all 
members’ opinions are 
reflected” recent changes 
in the world. 

Mr. Castro replied that it 
was “undesirable” for the 
Security Council to be 
dominated by nuclear pow- 
ers. “the United Nations 
should change so that more 
opinions from Latin 
America and Asia are 
reflected,” he was quoted 
as saying. 

The Caban leader report- 
edly told Japanese law- 
makers earlier that he had 
turned down an unofficial 
invitation to visit North 
Korea, the world's last 
Stalinist stronghold 



Singer Michael Jackson waves to fans as he walks out of 
Beth Israel North Hospital in New York after recover- 
ing from a serious illness (AFP photo) 

Michael Jackson 
leaves N.Y. hospital 

NEW YORK, (R) — Fans cheered as pop star Michael 
Jackson was released Tuesday from a New York hospital 
where he had been treated for a life-threatening viral infec- 
tion that caused him to faint on stage. 

Jackson, 37. was released after spending six nights and 
seven days at Beth Israel North Hospital after fainting on 
the stage of the Beacon Theatre while rehearsing for a 
Home Box Office (HBO) special that was to have been 
shown Sunday. 

Promoters indefinitely postponed the show called 
“Michael Jackson: One night only”. It was estimated the 
show would have drawn a worldwide audience of 250 mil- 
lion. 

As a white van carrying Jackson left the hospital grounds, 
more than two dozen fans ran after it, shouting “Michael. 
Michael, we love you.” Jackson, who waved to them as he 
got into tbe van, wore a long dark overcoat and a fedora hat 
and was surrounded by several aides and a doctor. 

His doctors said in a statement: “Mr Jackson's health has 
improved to tbe point that he can be released. He will still 
require several days of bedrest and close monitoring by bis 
medical team as an out-patient over tbe next several 
weeks.” 

In the hospital, Jackson received thousands of cards, let- 
ters. faxes and gifts from fans. His doctors said last week 
that be might have died had be not received prompt med- 
ical attention when be fainted during rehearsal for the show 
with French mime Marcel Marceau. 

The doctors said the fainting may have-beeu caused by an 
irregular heartbeat combined with dehydration and tbe 
severe viral infection. Tbe hospital said Jackson’s heart 
was normal. 

Tbe illness is a blow to Jackson who has been trying to 
rebuild a career that suffered from 1993 allegations he 
molested a 12-year-old boy. Jackson denied the charges, 
settling with the boy out of court for a sum estimated to be 
as much as several million dollars. 

The cable show would have been his first appearance 
since tbe release in June of his album “History-past, pre- 
sent and future, book F which sold 1.7 million copies in 
tbe United States and 8.5 million worldwide, disappointing 
by his standards. 


Filipino killers apologise 
for ‘innocent’ victims 


MANILA, (R) — A 
Filipino death squad said 
Wednesday a series of 
attacks against ethnic 
Chinese was tbe result of 
what it called tbe business- 
men’s abusive labour prac- 
tices, but apologised for 
taking innocent lives in tbe 
process. 

The leftist Alex Boncayao 
Brigade (ABB) said 
Monday's attacks, in which 
an octogenarian industrial- 
ist and a five-year-old 
Singaporean boy were 
killed, were meant as a 
warning that employers 
could not trample on work- 
ers’ rights. 

But it added: “Words can- 
not express our remorse 
that, in our pursuit of justice 
for the working class, inno- 
cent lives were lost.” 

Filipino Chinese busi- 
nessman Benjamin Yu was 
wounded in tbe first of 
Monday’s three ambushes, 
all carried out by young 
attackers armed with hand- 
guns, according to police 
and witnesses. 

In tbe second, 82-year-old 
Leonardo ly, a leading fig- 
ure in' the Philippines’ 
Chinese community, was 
shot dead- along with his 
driver. 

Five-year-old Jeremy Tay 
Jin Han, on holiday in the 
Philippines with his parents 
as the guests of another 
wealthy Filipino Chinese 
businessman, was shot dead 
along with a bodyguard in 
the third ambusb. 

His mother was wounded 
but the family's host, 
Ramon Chua, was not in the 
car at tbe time of the attack. 

Tbe ABB. notorious for 
dozens of Manila killings 


since the mid-1980s, said 
Ty was shot because of his 
“heartless and pernicious” 
attitude towards his work- 
ers. 

It said he had failed to 
ensure adequate safety 
measures at his Manila 
Paper Mills Inc, leading to 
several employee deaths. 

It said Yu’s “crimes” 
included union-busting and 
violence both towards indi- 
viduals and workers man- 
ning picket lines. 

“Let these actions serve as 
warning to all abusive capi- 
talists. They should now 
mend their ways and treat 
their workers with justness 
and fairness,” foe ABB 
statement said 

It said it would investigate 
the killing of innocent vic- 
tims and tbat disciplinary 
action could be taken 
against its members. 

The ABB, whose most 
prominent victims included 
U.S. Air Force Colonel 
James Rowe, usually kills 
just one target at a time, 
often corrupt police and 
officials. 

Its last victims included 
two senior Filipino police 
officers who had been 
acquitted by a court of kid- 
napping charges. 

In a separate statement, 
the ABB, named after a 
labour organiser killed by 
tbe military under tbe late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
said it was not deliberately 
targeting Filipino Chinese. 

“We want to assure our 
Filipino-Chine^e compatri- 
ots that our policy of friend- 
ship and cooperation with 
their communities remains 
unchanged,” it said 


Panel urges 
moving 
Japan ’s 
capital by 

2011 

TOKYO (R) — A 30- year- 
old idea to move Japan’s 
capital away from crowded 
Tokyo finally boiled down 
to a set of conditions and a 
2011 timetable Wednesday, 
but there were no details on 
location or cosl 

A government committee 
called the capital relocation 
panel said in its final report 
that a new capital must be 
built from scratch some- 
where between 60 and 300 
kilometres from Tokyo and 
40 minutes travelling time 
from an airport. 

The site must be decided 
by the end of 1997 so the 
first phase of construction 
can begin by 2001, the 
report said. 

In foe first phase, parlia- 
ment, the prime minister’s 
residence and office, as 
well as cabinet members’ 
offices and policy-making 
branches of ministries will 
move. 

By 2011, the report said 
parliament should be able 
to convene its inaugural 
session in tbe new capital. 
The panel did not discuss 
whether the emperor would 
take up residence in tbe 
new capital, officials of foe 
national land agency said 

The panel urged parlia- 
ment to enact a law to 
establish a selection com- 
mittee of experts to decide 
the location of the new cap- 
ital by the end of 1997. 

Since 1603. when 
Shogun Ieyasu Tokugawa 
founded his Samurai gov- 
ernment. Tokyo, originally 
called Edo, has mush- 
roomed from a tiny frontier 
fishing village to foe capi- 
tal of modern Japan. 

Greater Tokyo, including 
suburbs and satellite cities, 
is now home to 30 million 
people, a quarter of Japan's 
population, and is uncom- 
fortably close to major 
earthquake fault lines. 

After a devastating earth- 
quake levelled foe city of 
Kobe in western Japan and 
killed more than 5,000 peo- 
ple in January this year. 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama asked the panel 
to speed up its process. Its 
final report was moved up 
to Wednesday from next 
March. 

The report is expected to 
boost sentiment about the 
economy at a time when 
Japan is suffering from its 
longest recession since the 
immediate postwar period 
It does not give an esti- 
mate of the cost, but pri- 
vate economists have said 
•the first phase — moving 
parliament and government 
would require a mini- 
mum direct investment of 
14 trillion Yen ($138 bil- 
lion), roughly a fifth of 
Japan’s annual state bud- 
get. 

The panel report ruled 
out billy country, earth- 
quake-prone areas and 
regions without additional 
water supplies sufficient 
for an eventual population 
of 600,000 people in the 
new capital, said panel 
Chairman Osamu Uno, 
head of Kansai Federation 
of Economic Organisations 
in Osaka, western Japan. 

There must be enough 
land, about 2.000 hectares 
(5,000 acres), for foe initial 
phase, the panel said 
Nine local gove rnme nts 
and business groups have 
nominated themselves as 
candidates to provide the 
site of tbe capital. 

North of Tokyo, the can- 
didates by prefecture are 
the Abukuma River Valley 
in Fukushima, foe south of 
Miyagi, Nasu in Tocbigi 
and central Ibaraki. 

To foe west of Tokyo, 
they are the Lake Hamana 
area in Shizuoka, eastern 
Gifu, foe Lake Biwa area 
of Shiga, and a “capital 
belt" straddling southern 
Nagano, southern 
Shizuoka, eastern Aichi 
and Mie. 

Farther afield, the city of 
Tomakomai near Sapporo 
on the northernmost main 
island of Hokkaido has also 
been nominated. 


Emma Thompson 
wins award for 2 
films 

NEW YORK (R)— British 
actress Emma Thompson 
won the National Board of 
Review of Motion Pic- 
tures' best actress award 
for her performances in 
two movies in 1995, foe 
group announced Awards 
in 10 categories will be 
presented to tbe winners on 
Feb, 26 next year at a din- 
ner in New York. Thomp- 
son was voted best actress 
for her performances in 
Sense And Sensibility and 
Carrington. The film. 
Sense And Sensibility, 
based on the Jane Austen 
novel of the same title, won 
the best film of tbe year 
award. The board, estab- 
lished in 1909. named 
American actor James Earl 
Jones as recipient of its 
career achievement award 

Hootie, Boyz H 
Men top award 
nominations 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Two of 1995’s biggest sell- 
ing acts. Hootie foe 
Blowfish and Boyz II Men, 
grabbed five nominations 
each in the 23rd annual 
American Music Awards, 
organisers said Tuesday. A 
mixed bag including pop- 
punk trio Green Day, coun- 
try rocker Garth Brooks 
and self-proclaimed ‘king 
of pop' Michael Jackson 
landed three nominations 
apiece. The awards will be 
handed out on Jan. 29 at 
Los Angeles’ Shrine 
Auditorium and the event 
will be shown that night on ■ 
ABC- Nominations for foe 
21 categories were 
unveiled at a news confer- 
ence Tuesday attended by 
the show's hosts, comics 
Jeff Foxworthy and 
Sinbad. and its creator, 
Dick Clark. * 

Phantom Of The 
Opera’s greatest 
fan strikes again 

NEW YORK (R) — The 
greatest fan of Phantom Of 
The OpeTa has struck 
again, buying every seal 
for Tuesday’s performance 
of the Broadway hit for the 
second year in a row. Long 
Island resident Daniel 
Lehner, 48, bought out the 
performance and donated 
tbe tickets to charities to 
resell, helping them to raise 
$1.1 million. Mr. Lehner, 
4S. a self-made millionaire, 
says he did it because Dec. 
12 “is tbe most exciting 
day in my life. I met my 
wife, Remy, at a showing 
of Phantom on Dec. 12, 
1988. 1 proposed to her on 
the same date in 1992 and 
our wedding was tbe fol- 
lowing December” be 
said 

Sinatra turns 80 
his way 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Frank Sinatra, one of the 
most revered crooners ever, 
celebrated his 80th birth- 
day — without any of the 
wild parties that marked his 
earlier anniversaries. Ins- 
tead, the man known affec- 
tionately as “OF blue eyes” 
was spending a quiet day at 
home and planning a fami- 
ly dinner with his wife of 
19 years, Barbara, to mark 
the milestone. While Sinat- 
ra did it his way, his fans 
across the nation celebrat- 
ed anyway. 

Elton John ruling 
to curb British 
libel payouts 

LONDON (R) — Big libel 
awards could become a 
thing of the past in Britain 
after an appeal court ruling 
which slashed what it 
call«i “manifestly exces- 
sive” damages awarded to 
pop star Elton John. Tbe 
British singer won dam- 
ages in 1993 totalling 
£350.000 ($537,000) over 
a newspaper article that 
said he was suffering from 
the slimmer’s disease 
bulimia nervosa. Three 
appeal court judges cut foe 
award to £75,000 
($1 15,100) and said that, in 
fotuie, judges in libel cases 
should guide the jury on 
how much to award in 
damages. 
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U.N. calls for end 

UNITED NATIONS OR) — The UJM. 
General Assembly has called for an imme- 
diate end to nuclear tests in a resolution 
aimed at France and China. 

But the vote of 85 to 18 with 43 absten- 
tions Tuesday was less than expected, par- 
ticularly in comparison to a preliminary 
vote last month of 95 to 12 with 45 absten- 
tions. 

France, lobbying against an international 
outcry against its resumption of nuclear 
testing, was able to get Francophone 
African states to vote against the measure 
■and persuade some Central American and 
Caribbean nations not to vote at all. 

Bat Paris was unable to change any votes 
among its 15 European Union (EU) allies, 
10 of whom supported the measure. Spain, 
which bolds the current EU presidency, had 
asked member states not to vote against 
France. 

The resolution, which did not mention 
France and China by name, “strongly 
deplores” current nuclear testing and 
“strongly urges” an end to all nuclear tests. 

It was sponsored by about 40 countries, 
most of them in the Pacific or Latin 
America as well as states such as South 
Africa and Norway. 

France has staged four nuclear tests in 
French Polynesia in the South Pacific since 
September, fulfilling President Jacques. 
Chirac’s vow to conduct a final series of 
checks on nuclear aims before ending tests 
forever. Two more blasts are planned before 
the end of February. 

China conducted two tests this year, the 
first one within 24 hours after the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty (NPT) was extend- 
ed indefinitely in May. 


to nuclear testing 

In Canberra, Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans, whose country was a prime 
mover of the resolution, told reporters the 
vote was a “little disappointing 

“There was obviously a lot more arm- 
twisting done by the French government 
toward Francophone former colonies in 
Africa," he said. “It was always going to be 
difficult to get a resounding, thumping 
great majority in the U.N.” 

France's Ambassador Alain Dejammet 
called the text of the resolution “unfounded, 
unfair, pernicious and pointless.” 

None of the five acknowledged nuclear 
powers voted in favour of the resolution. 
France, China and Britain voted against 
while the United Stales and Russia 
abstained. 

Among the Western Europeans, only 
Britain sided with France by casting a neg- 
ative vote. Tea others — Austria, Belgium. 
Denmark. Finland, Ireland. Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal and 
Sweden — supported the resolution while 
Germany, Greece and Spain abstained. 

After a vote in the General Assembly's 
Disarmament Committee on Nov. 16, 
France reacted promptly against Europeans 
who supported the resolution by postponing 
a Franco-Italian summit and calling off 
other high level meetings in Belgium and 
Finland. 

The countries which voted against the res- 
olution in addition to France, China and 
Britain were: Benin; Cameroon, Chad, 
Congo, Ivory Coast, Djibouti, Equatorial 
Guinea, Gabon, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritania. Monaco, Niger, Senegal and 
Togo. 


Jackson Jr. wins election to Congress 


CHICAGO, (R) — Voters 
elected Jesse Jackson Jr. to 
a U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives seat Tuesday, send- 
ing to Congress the name- 
sake and son of the civil 
rights activist who twice 
sought his party’s presiden- 
tial nomination. 

Returns from Chicago’s 
second congressional dis- 
trict showed the 30-year-old 
Democrat w innin g as 
expected by a 3-1 margin 
over Republican Thomas 
Somer In the heavily 
Democratic district. 

Tbe younger Jackson was 
guaranteed election two 
weeks ago when be beat out 
four rivals, with 48 per cent 


of the vote, to capture the 
Democratic spot on the 
ticket. 

Election officials said 
turnout was very light, in 
the vicinity of 20 per cent. - 

Mr. Jackson, who grew up 
in the neighbourhood, had 
campaigned with his 
famous father, the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, at his side. 
Monday Vice President A1 
Gore went to Chicago to 
urge voters to back the 
younger Jackson. 

The election was held to 
fill the seat vacated by Mel 
Reynolds, who resigned in 
disgrace after he was con- 
victed of having sex with an 
underage campaign worker. 


Mr. Reynolds, a 43-year- 
old two-term Democrat, 
was sentenced two months 
ago to five years in jail fol- 
lowing his conviction on 
charges of having sex with 
an underage campaign 
worker. 

In winning the younger 
Jackson accomplished 
something his father never 
has. The elder Jackson has 
never been elected to office, 
save a ceremonial post as 
“shadow senator” for the 
District of Columbia, a 
position designed to pro- 
mote the city's . statehood 
drive. 


Seoul: Nuclear pact with North close 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
and an international consor- 
tium have reached tentative 
agreement on details cover- 
ing the supply of nuclear 
technology to • -the 
Communist - state, a South 
Korean Foreign Ministry 
official said Wednesday. 

The Korean Peninsula 
Development Energy Or- 
ganisation (KEDO), whose 
main members are the 
United Stales, Japan and 
Sonth Korea, is expected to 
sign the deal with 
Pyongyang representatives 
in New York over the week- 
end after the latest round of 
negotiations, the official 
told Renters. . 

“A tentative agreement 
has been reached and we 
expect the signing some- 
time this weekend,” said the 
official, who declined to be 
identified. 

State radio and the domes- 
tic Yonbap News Agency 
said the agreement would 
be signed on Dec. 15. 


The two sides have been 
wrangling over bow to 
implement an accord 
reached in Geneva last 
October under which 
Washington agreed to pro- 
vide Pyongyang with light- 
water nuclear reactors as 
pan of a $4.5 billion pack- 
age that includes interim 
energy supplies. 

In return, Pyongyang 
would phase out its graphite 
reactors, which are capable 
of producing material used 
to make nuclear'weapons. 

The Foreign Mini soy offi- 
cial declined to give details 
of the New York accord. 

However, a statement 
released after a meeting of 
South Korean ministers led 
by Unification Minister Rba 
Woong-Bae Wednesday 
said talks on implementing 
the Geneva accord were in 
the final stages. 

“The government believes 
the agreement reflects 
Seoul’s position that the 
type of nuclear reactors to 


be provided to the North 
should be a South Korean 
standard model and that the 
South should play a central 
role in the project,” the 
statement said. 

Initial negotiations bet- 
ween KEDO and Pyong- 
yang had bogged down over 
KEDO’s insistence that 
South Korea should be the 
main contractor for the 
reactors. 

Yoohap said North Korea 
in New York agreed to build 
at its own expense power 
transmission and distribu- 
tion facilities and a fuel fab- 
ricating plant in return for 
KEDO arranging foreigo 
loans. 

North Korea also agreed 
to build roads to the nuclear 
power plants and berthing 
facilities at a nearby port to 
bring in construction mate- 
rials. It would also provide 
a reactor simulator and 
training, Yonhap said. 


Sri Lanka rebels reportedly 


seeking chemical weapons 


COLOMBO(R) — Sri Lankan Tamil Tiger 
rebels, who lost their northern Jaffna 
stronghold last week, were trying to smug- 
gle in chemical weapons to fight govern- 
ment forces, military sources and a local 
newspaper said Wednesday. 

“We had some intelligence that the Tigers 
were trying to smuggle in a shipment of 
arms,“ a military officer told Reuters. 

He said navy patrols bad been alerted to 
be on the look out for the rebel arms ship, 
suspected to be carrying chemical weapons. 

The officer also said air force planes were 

also deployed on mari time reconn aisance to 

prevent rebel attempts to smuggle arms. 

The Tigers are known to have a fleet of 
ships they use to bring arms to the waters 
off Sri Lanka’s eastern seaboard where the 
weapons are unloaded into small boats and 
taken to guerrilla jongle bases. 

The independent Island newspaper quoted 
army intelligence sources as saying that a 
ship carrying a large amount of artillery and 
mortar shells filled with an inflammable 
chemical had set sail for Sri Lanka from a 
port in Turkey last week. 

The sources told the pa per th e Liberation 
Tigers Of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels were 
se ekin g chemical weapons to attack gov- 
ernment troops who captured their northern 
J affna town stronghold after a seven-week 
offensive. , 

The Tigers fired tear gas shells at the 
troops last month as they neared the town 
but the military said troops were not affect- 


ed as they had been prepared for chemical 
weapons attacks and wore protective cloth- 
ing. 

Military officials have said they feared 
tbe rebels forced Jaffna residents to evacu- 
ate the town to attack troops with gas. 

Tbe Tigers, who have waged a 12-year 
war for an independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in the north and east, used 
chemical weapons for tbe first time in June 
1990 when they fired mortars filled with 
chlorine in an abortive effort to overrun an 
army camp. 

The government says more than 50,000 
people have died in the war. 

The Tigers Tuesday attacked a police post 
at Urani in the eastern Batticaloa district but 
were beaten off, security officials said. 

They said the rebels had hijacked a vehi- 
cle at Valachcbenai, also in Batticaloa, the 
same day. 

The rebels had stolen more than 20 vehi- 
cles from the public in the east in the past 
few weeks, apparently to cany large groups 
of fighters for attacks on army and police 
camps, the security officials &kL 

Intelligence reports indicated the rebels 
were planning simultaneous suicide attacks 
on military camps, they said 

Last Tuesday, hours after the army raised 
tbe national flag over Jaffna, rebels 
launched a suicide attack on an eastern 
police commando base killing 29 police 
officers and losing 65 fighters. 


S. Korean 
prosecutors 
arrest close 
aide to Roh 

SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean prosecutors arrest - 
ed a close aide of former 
President Roh Tae-Woo 
Wednesday, charging him 
with bribery in connection 
with a multi-billion dollar 
arms build-up, a prosecu- 
tion official said 
Kim Chong-Wbi, Mr. 
Rob’s former chief secre- 
tary for security and for- 
eign affairs, was charged 
with receiving 80 million 
won C$104,000) from U.S. 
firm Asia Europe America 
and 50 million won 
($65,000) from Kim Woo- 
Choong, chairman of 
South Korea’s giant 
Daewoo Group. 

Tbe prosecutor, speaking 
by telephone, gave no 
details of the U.S. compa- 
ny. He also gave no indica- 
tion of the link between the 
charges and the military 
build-up. 

Mr. Kim left for the 
United States two months 
after Mr. Roh left office in 
February 1993. He arrived 
in Seoul Monday and went 
immediately to tbe prose- 
cutors office to be grilled. 

His departure had coin- 
cided with the start of an 
official investigation into 
the “Yulgok” project, a 
codename for the huge 
military build-up on which 
Mr. Rob's government 
spent an estimated $18.2 
billion. . 

Mr. Roh is under deten- 
tion, indicted on charges of 
accepting $369 milli on in 
kickbacks from 35 busi- 
ness conglomerates. 

An investigation into 
“Yulgok” has centred on a 
decision taken during Mr. 
Rob’s term to buy 120 F- 
16s from General 
Dynamics, reversing apian 
to. purchase F- 1 8s from 
rival McDonnell Douglas. 

. 'Meanwhile, another ex- 
president, Chun Doo 
Hwan, was in bis 11th day 
of a hunger strike at 
Anyang Prison. 

“He hasn’t eaten any 
food today, too. He drinks 
only barley • tea,” said a 
Justice Ministry official. 

News reports quoted Mr. 
Chun's lawyer Lee Yang- 
Woo as saying Mr. Chun 
had lost about 10 kilo- 
grammes but did not want 
to be taken to hospital even 
if be collapsed. 

“There is no need for me 
to go to hospital because I 
will be returned (to prison) 
again. There is no political 
purpose behind my fasting. 

I will not leave here even - 
after I collapse,” Mr. Lee 
was quoted by tbe Korea 
Tunes as saying. 

Mr. Chun, who ruled 
with an iron-fist from 
1980-88, was arrested and 
detained on Dec. 3 on 
mutiny charges stemming 
from a 1979 coup be led. 
He is expected to be indict- 
ed by Dec. 22. 

On Monday, prosecutors 
probing alleged shady 
deals behind the war plane 
purchase, interviewed Kim 
Yong-Ho, vice president 
for the Seoul office of 
Lockheed Martin. 

General Dynamics was 
mostly acquired by 
Lockheed Corp, which 
merged with Martin 
Marietta earlier this year to 
form Lockheed Martin. 
Mr. Kim, who beaded 
General Dynamics in 
Seoul at the time, ‘ has 
denied any unethical activ- 
ity. 

Mr. Roh has confessed to 
amassing a $654 million 
slush fund while in office 
and keeping $242 million. 

Prosecutors were still 
pondering Wednesday how 
to get a third ex-president, 
Choi Kyu-Hah, to give his 
version of events surround- 
ing Mr. Chun’s December 
1979 grab for power. Mr. 
Choi was caretaker head of 
state at the time. 

He has refused a sum- 
mons to appear before 
prosecutors, and when 
prosecutors went to his 
home Tuesday he refused 
to give away any of his 
secrets. 

“We had thought of get- 
ting him to testify in court, 
but if be is not talking now, 
will he do so then?” anoth- 
er prosecution official said. 


Lebed’s party calls for united 
front to change constitution 


MOSCOW (AFP.) — Two 
leading Russian nationalists 
called Wednesday for a 
coalition of opposition par- 
ties to unite to force 
changes to the Russian con- 
stitution after the upcoming 
election. 

Maverick General Ale- 
xander Lebed and his shad- 
owy ally Yury Skokov, who 
are leading the nationalist 
Congress Of Russian 
Communities (KRO) into 
Sunday’s poll, said they 
wanted pro-reform and con- 
servative parties to ally to 
change the Russian basic 
law, heavily weighted in 
favour of presidential 
power. ■ 

“The current constitution 
imposes no control on the 
authorities, as the war in 
Cbechenya has shown,” Mr. 
Skokov told journalists 
here. “We are calling for a 
coalition of opposition to 
modify this constitution.” 

The KRO in particular has 
singled out the Yabloko 
Party of reformist Grigory 
Yavlinsky, as well as the 
Communist Party of 
Gennady Zyuganov and the 
Agrarian Party of Mikhail 
Lapshin, to throw their 
weight behind the cam- 
paign. 

All three groups and tbe 
KRO are expected to breach 
the five-per cent threshold 
in Sunday's elections, and 
thus form blocs in the new 
State Duma, or lower house 
of parliament. 

“We cannot expect radical 
changes after the legislative 
elections” Gen. Lebed said. 

The current Russian con- 
stitution, approved by popu- 
lar referendum in December 
1993 when the last general 
election was held, vests 
huge powers in the Russian 
presidency and limits the 
ability of parliament to leg- 
islate. ■ 

- Meanwhile, tbe first votes 
in the Russian election have 


already been submitted, 
with some 3,000 military 
personnel due to leave the 
country on long-term post- 
ings casting their ballots. 

According to an exit poll 
quoted by the Defence 
Minisuy, one in 10 voted 
for Mr. Zyuganov’s 
Communists, but one-third 
nonetheless opted for “sta- 
bility and a future without 
upheaval.” 

Meanwhile Russia's liber- 
al reformers, caught bet- 
ween a resurgent Commu- 
nist opposition and a gov- 
ernment which no longer 
listens to their views, are 
staring defeat in the free in 
Sunday’s parliamentary 
elections. 

While Mr. Zyuganov is 
oozing confidence, leading 
liberal Yegor Gaidar is 
appealing to his supporters 
not to panic over fears that 
his party may not scrape 
over the five per cent barri- 
er into parliament. 

Though Mr. Yavlinsky’s 
Yabloko Party looks set to 
clear the barrier with some- 
thing to spare, Mr. Gaidar's 
Democratic Choice Of 
Russia bloc is hovering in 
the danger zone at a predict- 
ed six per cent or less. 

Mr. Gaidar told a rally in 
Moscow Monday not to 
believe what he said were 
rumours deliberately spread 
by the Security Ministry, 
formerly the KGB, that bis 
bloc would foil to enter the 
new State Duma. 

“Rumours have never 
been spread by chance in 
Russia...This is being done 
to damage the chances of 
the democrats ” he told his 
audience of Moscow intel- 
lectuals. 

But he admitted the 
party's situation was bleak, 
at least in the short term. 
“We have to win. We cannot 
allow the worst mistake of 
all. to panic” 

..Mr. Gaidar’s liberals, who- 


began with one of the 
biggest factions in the 1993 
Duma, have been hit by 
splits and defections of 
leading figures. 

Apart from Yabloko, at 
least four or five other small 
libera] parties are running 
separately in the election, 
and opinion polls say all of 
them will fail to clear the 
five per cent hutdle. 

Liberal deputy Gleb 
Yakunin Sunday blamed tbe 
Splits on personal ambitions 
which be said might mean 
15 per cent of the total vote 
being wasted — a gift to the 
Communists and national- 
ists who are likely to domi- 
nate the new D uma. 

Mr. Gaidar pointed out the 
paradox that tbe war in 
Cbechenya, despite its 
unpopularity, had done 
more political damage to 
tbe liberals who opposed it 
than to those in the Kremlin 
who waged it. 

He and Sergei Kovalyov, 
Russia's leading human 
rights advocate, warned that 
the Cbechenya conflict 
posed a serious threat to 
Russian democracy. 

Mr. Gaidar, a roly-poly 
intellectual whose brief 
spell in government is 
blamed by many ordinary 
Russians for all their eco- 
nomic hardships in the last 
four years, admitted this 
week that liberals were bat- 
tling against a change in the 
political mood. 

“I look at all the party 
manifestos and one word is 
missing — freedom. There 
is lots about order and fair- 
ness and even legality, but 
freedom seems to be miss- 
ing ” he told a gathering of 
human rights activists 
Sunday. 

Mr. Gaidar said that 
despite the grim short term 
outlook, he was convinced 
that the future of Russia 
belonged to democracy. 
“There is no. basis for tbe 


restoration of a totalitarian 
regime in Russia,” he said. 

But others sounded a 
more pessimistic note. 
Sergei Yushenkov. a Gaidar 
ally who chaired the 
Defence Committee in the 
outgoing Duma. told 
Monday’s rally be had been 
forced off the stage by deri- 
sive handclaps at a meeting 
with voters in Solnech- 
negorsk not far from 
Moscow. 

The hostile audience there 
had given wild applause to a 
speaker from the openly 
fascist Russian National 
Unity Party which had 
promised to “send these 
Gaidars to the north to build 
roads with a pick and shov- 
el”. 

Such incidents leave 
Russian liberal intellectuals 
agonising over where they 
have gone wrong. Some 
blame the media, some 
blame President Boris 
Yeltsin and some blame 
each other for keeping quiet 
out of political expediency. 

“1 now see people who 
used to decribe themselves 
as democrats and who now 
deny they were democrats 
or anti-Communists at all,” 
Mr. Gaidar said. “I see a lot 
of people who just look 
away." 

others say there is no 
point in blaming the 
Kremlin for Russia’s his- 
toric failure to create a civil 
society to control the over- 
whelming power of the 
state. 

Veteran dissidents who 
began the human rights 
movement in the Soviet 
Union 30 years ago say 
Russia is moving on a road 
that took Western countries 
centuries to travel. 

“We are oq the path to a 
civil society but it is a long 
path,” said Lyudmila 
Alexeyeva, a pioneer dissi- 
dent who .spent years in 
exile in the United States. 


UN. Renews 
Rwanda 
force for 
final 3 
months 

UNITED NATIONS, (R) 
• — After lengthy negotia- 
tions which missed one 
deadline, the Security 
Council unanimously 
approved Tuesday a final 
three-month renewal of a 
reduced U.N. force for 
Rwanda, the scene of 
genocidal massacres last 
year. 

The UN. Assistance 
Mission for Rwanda 
(UN AMIR), numbering 
some 1,800 troops and 285 
military observers, will be 
pared to 1 ,200 soldiers and 
200 observers and military 
support staff. It will be 
withdrawn when its man- 
date expires March 8, 
1996. 

Rwanda, itself a Security 
Council member, original- 
ly wanted the U.N. force 
cut to 800 logistics, com- 
munications and engineer- 
ing personnel. It regards 
U.N. troops as infringing 
on its sovereignty and 
would have preferred their 
immediate departure but 
finally agreed to a compro- 
mise. 

The Security Council 
insisted that a force of at 
least 1,400 was needed to 
provide a climate of confi- 
dence to induce the return 
of some 1.6 million 
refugees who fled to neigh- 
bouring countries alter last 
year’s slaughter of up to a 
million minority Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus by troops 
and militia of the former 
Hutu-led government 

Most of the refugees still 
abroad are Hutus who 
sought asylum when a 
Tutsi-led government took 
power in July 1994 and 
fear retribution if they 
return home. Many are also 
■being prevented from leav- 
ing their camps by soldiers 
and militia of the ousted 
Hum government who 
hope to launch a come- 
back. 


Death toll : p. Philippine ferry fire rises 


MANILA, (R) — Some 17 people were 
feared dead after a fire Wednesday aboard a 
Philippine ferry spread so rapidly some 
passengers were forced to jump into the sea 
without lifejackets, survivors and rescue 
officials said. 

“The fire just kept growing...I jumped off 
the ship with my father although I could not 
swim very well,” a 10-year old boy said in 
a radio interview. 

“There was a sudden fire and it spread 
quickly so I went to tbe front of the boat 
and jumped,” another passenger said. 

More than 160 passengers and crew were 
aboard tbe inter-island ferry MV Kimelody 
Cristy when a fire broke out in tbe galley 
and spread rapidly. 

The ferry, with a capacity of more than 
400 passengers, was on its way from 
Manila to Mindoro Island, about 125 kilo- 
metres south of tbe Philippine capital, 
when the fire broke out at around 2 a.m. 

Survivors said there was an initial'attempt 
to pm Out tbe flames with extinguishers but 
the fire quickly spread out of control.’ 

More than 100 survivors were picked up 
by private vessels as well as Navy and 
Coast Guard vessels responding to distress 
calls. 

Philippine Navy spokesman AnseLmo 
Cabingan said a navy ship that went to tbe 
Kimelody ’s rescue recovered 11 bodies. 


Another six are believed to be at a Coast 
Guard unit in Nasugbu, Batangas, also 
south of Manila. Some of the dead were 
brought to the Coast Guard headquarters in 
Manila, radio reports said. 

Mr. Cabingan said the death toll so far 
was only tentative as reports on the incident 
were coming in from a variety of sources. 

A navy spokesman said about 40 people 
were unaccounted for and a more accurate 
count was so far unavailable as the sur- 
vivors were spread among a number of ves- 
sels. 

A spokesman for owners Moreta 
Shipping Lines said the vessel was 20 years 
old and acquired from Japan three years 
ago. 

Sea tragedies frequently occur in the 
Philippines where femes, often badly main- 
tained and poorly equipped, are one of tbe 
most common forms of public transport. 

In 1987 more than 4,000 people died in 
the world’s worst peacetime sea disaster 
when the ferry Dona Paz collided with a 
tanker in Philippine waters. 

Last dec ember more than 140 people 
were killed when the ferry Cebu City hit 
another tanker in Manila bay. 


ionjouR 


T ravel Now , Pay Later 

Europe at your convenience 


CASH 

JD 555 

JD 585 

JD 615 

6 installments 

JD 104/m 

JD 109/m 

JD 115/m 

1 week stay 
+ 

round trip ticket 

Paris 

London 

Rome 

Paris & Disneyland 
Paris & Ltmdun 
Paris <£ Rome 
Paris «£ Madrid 
Madrid 

Amsterdam 
Paris Amsterdam 
Paris Lisboa 


prices are per person in a double room 
for more details, contact 

The Orientals for Travel & Tours (OTT) 
Tel. 683859 / 079-22207 Telefax 683876 



6 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14-15, 1995 


Jordan Times 

An mAcpt t Acti At* pohbat duly pobtabcd m EnglnA by ^ Jcmim Pm* FowhJiUcw 
E lUMnbCil VTO 

wi# ■•,■■— n y 1 j» jm* »*— A— *«** *-* >s* -***■ 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AM AD 

Editor -m-Chitf'. 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Iordan Press Foundation, 

University Rood, P.0. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Home for refugees 

THE PALESTINIAN refugee problem remains 
to be among the most crucial and difficult issues 
that have yet to be resolved between Israel and 
the affected Arab parties, particularly the 
Palestinians. The recognition of the complexity of 
the problem and the appreciation- of its mntti- 
dimensHmal aspects have led to the decision to 
leave it to a multilateral effort to which not only 
the Arab and Israeli sides but other countries as 
well would contribute. 

The current meeting in Geneva is the second of 
its kind, but it holds out little prospect for 
registering more progress than the first. The 
reason for this is none other than Israel’s 
determination to postone the search for a solution 
till the final phase of the peace process. Much, 
therefore, has been said and negotiated on the 
future of the Palestinian territories, especially 
with regard to the extent of sovereignty rights 
that the Palestinian National Authority (PNA)- 
could enjoy in the interim period. But much less 
has been devoted to the people of Palestine who 
live in the diaspora, especially in the refugee 
camps in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 

The question concerns a few milli on people 
who are still awaiting resettlement in their 
homeland or compensation for their homes and 
properties left behind in Palestine. The Arab 
countries, which host some of these refugees, also 
have an interest in finding a solution to their 
plight. Israel, though, is on record a gains t the 
repatriation of most of the Pales tinian people, 
even to the West Bank, under the pretext that it 
fears for its security. The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, we are told by Israel, cannot accommodate 
so many people for economic, if mot for other, 
reasons. 

This is where we part company with Israel. On 
the basis of lull peace that is comprehensive and 
complete, there can be no excuse left for Israel to 
fear the return of Palestinian people who wish to 
go back to their country under the control of the 
PNA. Given the promises for regional develop- 
ment for the Palestinian areas, there is every 
reason to believe that the Palestinian national 
economy could become strong enough to sustain 
the rehabilitation of most, if not aD, of the 
Palestinians, who wish to identify themselves 
with their people and country. This can be done 
in an atmosphere of real peace which cannot be 
attained as long as the millions of refugees and 
displaced people remain living in camps and 
abject poverty. We hope therefore that the 
current meeting in Geneva would attempt to go 
beyond what the earlier meetings on the issue 
did. Marking time as has been done in the past 
would simply not do. Worse still, the procras- 
tination could backfire, even derail what has 
been accomplished already. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON Israel's pull out of Nablus, the 
largest of the West Bank towns, a writer in A1 Ra’i said 
Wednesday that the withdrawal brought joy to the Palesti- 
nians inside and outside the occupied lands. Although the 
withdrawal came as a consequence of the signing of the 
Taba and the Oslo deals, the world realises that the end of 
the presence of Israeli troops in Arab towns came as a 
direct result of the intifada and the sacrifices of the Arab 
resistance, said Ibrahim Al Absi. The freedom fighters 
have reason to rejoice when they see their towns liberated 
after 28 years of occupation, during which a few had 
thought that the day will come when Israel will give up the 
occupied lands, added the writer. Had it not been for the 
steadfastness of the oppressed people of Palestine and their 
determination and struggle at all fronts, they would not 
have seen the dawn of freedom, and had the youth not 
resorted to stone throwing the Israeli troops, the occupa- 
tion would have been perpetuated indefinitely, said the 
writer. The people of Nablus and the refugees in the camps 
as well as all the other towns and villages vacated horn 
Israeli forces, S3id the writer, have cause to celebrate their 
liberation which marks the start of concrete steps for the 
creation of the independent Palestine state. 

A WRITER in Al Dnstour called for immediate interven- 
tion on the part of the Ministry of Supply to fix the prices of 
coffee, a popular drink in Jordan, and protect the interest 
of the consumers. Mohammad Daoud said there is no 
justification for the ministry to grant coffee merchants 
more time to adjust their prices to those of the world 
markets, which have fallen by 50 per cent; adding that the 
time has come for the ministry to force the merchants to 
sell coffee at world market prices. Indeed the ministry 
should even demand that the merchants pay the state the 
big difference in profit they had made by delayuigwt&now 
their compliance with its earlier directives to reduce the 
prices, said the writer- He said by giving the merchants 
another grace period, the ministry is encouraging them to 
accumulate more fortunes at the expense of the consumers. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Do Arabs 



Arabic? 


AT A GLIMPSE, the title of this article may sound odd 
and even nonsensical. Of coarse Arabs speak Arabic. What 
else do they speak? But the word “speak" is somewhat 
tricky. By it we mean more than what officially the 
language of a nation is (as in. say, “What is the official 
language of India?’ 1 ) and more than the instinctive, 
spontaneous and somewhat random use of words. Speaking 
is a conscious linguistic act which presupposes mastery of 
certain skills and competence in a complex variety of 
discourse elements, tactics and strategies. Speaking, in this 
sense, denotes not only the use of words to communicate 
information but also (and equally crucially) the manner and 
quality of such use: the ease, smootheness, fluency, 
efficiency, precision and effectiveness of expression. At 
this level, .the question embodied in the title above 
becomes both an interesting and important to raise. 

Let's also define the two other important words in the 
title: “Arabs 1 ' and "Arabic. 1 ' The former (as used here) 
re feres to all native speakers to Arabic who use language in 
formal, semi-formal and some informal situations. Such 
situations are infinite: classes, lectures, seminars, sermons, 
public speeches, radio and TV programmes and shows, job 
interviews, business transactions, etc. But they also include 
the somewhat less formal but nonetheless serious exchange 
of views and debates in social get-togethers, trips, outings 
and other encounters on all kinds of subjects. All other 
casual users of language and all other casual situations are 
excluded. 

As for “Arabic," two levels of it are meant here. There 
are three essential forms of Arabic in the Arab World 
today. The first is classical Arabic (alfusha), the language 
of formal occasions. The second is colloquial Arabic 
fal'amieh), the language of dialects and informal situations 
(the language we use at home, in the vegetable market, 
with our friends and relatives, etc.). The third, which has 
emerged recently, is a result of the marriage of the previous 
two, a hybrid form of Arabic referred to by many as 
modem-standard or common Arabic (aldarijeh); this is the 
language people use in many formal and semi-formal 
occasions, especially at encounters between people who do 
not share the same dialect or do not have an excellent 
command of classical Arabic. What people do here is use 
simultaneously words and expressions from both classical 
and colloquial Arabic, This form of Arabic, due to its ease. 


is becoming extremely popular and fashionable these days. 
The second form, the colloquial, is not of concern to use 
here, though it is in itself a very interesting form. 

Generally, speakers of classical and modem-standard 
Arabic (and tins the point I wish to underscore in what 
follows) have a bard time expressing themselves comfort- 
ably and eloquently today. By "speakers’ 1 1 mean every- 
body: students, teachers, writers, civil servants, politicians, 
housewives, drivers. The vast majority of people in our 
society (the highly educated as much as the less educated, 
the old and the young, the urbanites and the villagers) do 
not speak Arabic easily, comfortably and effectively. The 
best way to notice and recognise this problem, which many 
among do not notice and recognise, is to compare speakers 
of Arabic with speakers of other languages. 

Try the following experiment. Listen to the radio and 
watch TV, say, a couple of hours every night; listen to 
native speakers of Arabic using Arabic, and native 
speakers of English using English. Listen to or watch news, 
interviews, talks shows, speeches, etc. Compare. Most of 
the time, you'll find that speakers of English speak fester 
and more easily and comfortably, are more precise and less 
repetitious than speakers of Arabic. English spoken by its 
native speakers sounds much more natural and spon- 
taneous than Arabic spoken by Arabs. I have, on many 
occasions, listened to specialists in Arabic, individuals who 
hold B.A.'s, M.A.'s and Pb. D.’s; I am amazed at how slow 
they are, how many unnecessary pauses they make, how 
influent, how imprecise in the choice of vocabulary, how 
-rough. It is indeed ironic that many of our students of 
English (who have learned the language in our part of the 
world) speak it more fluently than they speak their own 
mother tongue. It would not be an exaggeration to say that 
using Arabic, for most native speakers today, is much like 
driving a bulldozer up a mountain. 

Why? 

The fault is neither that of the speaker nor that of the 
language itself. The native learner of Arabic is as good as 
any native learner of any language, and the Arabic 
language itself is as good and effective as any other 
language. In my opinion, the problem is, primarily, a result 
of the way language is taught to us. 

Some may attribute the cause to the feet that classical 


Arabic and modern-standard Arabic are not used, in our 
daily encounter with language, as frequently as the 
colloquial language is used. This is undeniable. However, I 
attribute the problem more to tile aim and method of 
teaching Arabic rhan to any other factor. 

The emphasis in teaching Arabic at our schools and 
universities is placed more on the function of words and 
expressions than on their use. The student is expected to 
know what the word stands for in the sentence and not how 
he ought to use it in the many daily situations. While many 
students of other languages are drilled in the use of 
sentence patterns and idioms, our students are expected to 
memorise the various functions of words and sentences. 
Too much emphasis is placed on pure grammar (i’rab); 
most of the time, our students find themselves attempting 
to know by heart rules which they have little understanding 
or use of. I distinctly remember the Arabic teacher coming 
to class (during my secondary-school years) to ask us 
defyingly after he writes a sentence on the board: “Who 
can tell the function of itha (if) in this sentence?" Of 
course, nobody could tell him. And he was so excited and 
pleased to tell us. We copied and memorised. 

This is the root-cause of the problem, and the solution 
lies in the change of purpose and the change of method, 
when we teach Arabic, we should distinguish between a 
learner who comes to specialise in Arabic — and who 
therefore needs to learn all of the rules and the function of 
words — and the nonspecialist learner, i.e. the vast 
majority of people. A student who plans to become an 
engineer, a doctor, a historian, a carpenter, a civil servant, 
etc., needs to speak Arabic and write it effectively. For 
that, he needs a few rules only and much practice. The 
emphasis should be placed more (much more) or drilling, 
listening, reading and writing than on memorising of 
analysing gr amm atical rules. The specialist in Arabic 
grammar or linguistics needs to know all the functions of 
itha (perhaps), but the engineer, doctor, historian or 
carpenter does not. 

It is time to take the needs of language users into serious 
consideration and to plan our language courses and their 
methods accordingly. To master Arabic and speak it more 
efficiently and effectively, we need less grammar and more 
drilling and practice. 



A story of economic success 


By Maher A. Waked 
AS WE celebrate the 60th 
birthday Of His Majesty 
King Hussein, we should 
remember with gratitude the 
kind of country he tried to 
build and the many and 
countless achievements that 
have been fulfilled during 
foe king’s rale. 

Among those achieve- 
ments are the development 
and growth of the economy. 
The banking sector, for 
example, has continued its 
growth during 1995 and 
achieved remarkable 
results, which reflect the 
continuous zeal aiming at 
activating the economy and 
harnessing inflation. These 
results reflect themselves on 
many areas. Among them 
are: 

— Total assets held by 
banks by foe end of July 
were in the region of JD 
7,936 millions, compared to 
JD 7,528 millions by the 


end of 1994. The increase 
amounts to 5.4 per cent 

— Total private sector’s 
deposit reached JD 3,418 
millions by the end of July, 
compared to JD 3,300 mil- 
lions by foe end of 1994, 
marking an increase of 3.6 
per cent. 

— Total banks’ capitals 
rose from JD 240.9 mil- 
lions by the end of 1994 to 
JD 298.3 millions by the 
end of July, with an increase 
of 3.1 per cent 

Figures show that the 
Jordanian economy has 
achieved an annual rate of 
growth of nearly 6 per cent, 
which exceeds the targeted 
ratio. The budget deficit in 
connection with the GNP 
was confined to a ratio not 
exceeding 5-6 per cent, and 
the external public debt was 
reduced to 9 1 per cent of the 
GNP from almost 180 per 
cent in the initial years of 
the economic adjustment 


programme. This is mainly 
due mainly to debt resched- 
uling, buying back debt 
trenches, servicing and 
also, to debt forgiveness. 

In order to show how con- 
siderable were foe econom- 
ic achievements of the 
country, one could point to 
the growth of foe national 
exports, the narrowing of 
the deficit in commercial 
balance, foe increased vol- 
ume of remittances from 
Jordanians abroad, the mon- 
etary stability, which can be 
translated into maintaining 
fixed price relation between 
the JD and the U.S. dollar, 
the process of curbing infla- 
tion, foe growing size of foe 
Kingdom’s foreign reserves 
and the small but stable 
growth in money supply. 

Again, when it comes to 
the banking sector, we can 
easily observe that a num- 
ber of 21 banks, both local- 
ly incorporated and foreign, 


with 423 branches, are oper- 
ating both in Jordan and 
abroad. 

The government and foe 
private sector truly succeed- 
ed in presenting foe country 
to the world as a promising 
haven for future advance- 
ment in all walks of life and 
a suitable climate for invest- 
ment and business. 

Against that backdrop, a 
word of justice must be 
said: Without the sincere 
and continuous efforts of 
King Hussein, his charisma 
and the high esteem he 
enjoys all over the world, 
and without the hand work 
exerted by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, much of what has 
been achieved would not 
bave been possible. 


The writer is on Ammon - 
based banker. He con- 
tributed the above article to 
the Jordan Times. 


Peres’wisMuI 

t hin king 


By G. H. Jansen 
THE BEAUTIFULLY 
orchestrated publicity ex- 
travaganza that was the 
address of Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to 
the joint session of the U.S. 
Congress bad a barely con- 
cealed political purpose: to 
pressure Syria, and in par- 
ticular President Hafez Al 
Assad, to make peace with 
Israel. 

Beginning with Mr. 
Peres’ opening words to the 
U.S. legislators, "my veiy 
dear friends," which is what 
those gentlemen are, the 
flattery was laid on with a 
trowel, ending with a twice- 
repeated “thank you Amer- 
ica." The tone of the speech 
was best described by a 
special word popularised by 
me members of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community — 
the producers and directors 
and financers who created 
the film industry in Holly- 
wood — “schmaltz". A 
word taken from the linqua 
franca of European Jewry. 
Yiddish. 

_ “Schmaltz 1 ’ is a combina- 
tion of sentimentality and 
gushing emotion. 

The speech culminated 
with a particularly 
'“schmaltzy" personal 
appeal from Mr. Peres to 
Mr. Assad to make peace, 
on Israel's terms. But that 
appeal has not worked — at 
least so far. Immediately 
after the speech a Syrian 
spokesman and both the 
official newspapers in 
Damascus asked the ques- 
tion, “but what about the 
total Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights?" 

Indeed, Syrian -Israeli 
peace depends on a resolu- 
tion of disagreements on 
three crurial points: First, 
either Syria have to drop its 
insistence on this total with- 
drawal or Israel will have to 


withdraw. Second, Syria 
would have to drop its de- 
mand that the new Syrian- 
Israel frontier should be the 
old international border, 
which gave Syria a stretch 
' of land along the Sea of 
Galilee; or Israel would 
havftto stop insisting on the 
border' of June 4, 1967, 
which gave Israel more Sy- 
rian tem'toiy. Third, Israel 
would bave to stop asking 
for Israeli-manned radar 
observation posts on the 
Golan Heights or Syria 
would have to stop refuring 
them. 

None of these three 
alternatives seems likely to 
be sorted out in the near 
future. 

Just before Mr. Peres’ 
speech, Israel indicated, as 
a quid pro quo, that if Syria 
got its territorial demand on 
the Golan. Israel would 
keep a larger area of 
“Judea and Samaria” (foe 
West Bank) which, after 
all, is the heart of the 
"promised land.” 

In might not ever come to 
that for if Israel gets peace 
with Syria by conceding on 
the three points that con- 
cession would have to be 
agreed to by the Knesset, 
and by the Israeli public, 
and especially by the reli- 
gious right wingers who kil- 
led former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin for bis wil- 
lingness to surrender 
“Eretz Israel’; and also by 
the Palestinians who would 
have to pay the territorial 
price for Israel-Syrian 
peace. 

Contemplating the man- 
ifold difficulties that lie 
ahead on the Israel-Syria 
peace track, it would seem 
that the American and 
Israeli optimists are at pre- 
sent clutching at straws and 
indulging in very wishful 
thinking. 


U.S. fingers crossed in runup to Russian elections 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — As it often 
has since the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed four years ago. the Un- 
ited States ha^ its fingers cros- 
sed that congenial, pro- 
democratic forces will survive 
another political challenge in 
Russia. 

Communists and ultra- 
nationalists are expected to 
make major gains in Sunday’s 
Russian parliamentary elec- 
tions. But there is uncertainty 
how the vote will affect Rus- 
sia's evolution towards free- 
market democracy and its 
cooperation with the West on a 
host of issues including Bosnia. 

Washington's worst fear is 
that President Boris .Yeltsin 
and his government would face 
more pressure to slow reforms 
and assert a more nationalistic. 


anti-Western foreign policy. 

That is a troubling thought to 
Americans, given recent U.S.- 
Russia struggles over NATO 
expansion, Moscow's nuclear 
cooperation with Iran and 
efforts to end the Balkans war. 

The most optimistic plausi- 
ble outcome seems an expecta- 
tion that the Russian Duma, or 
lower house, would continue to 
be the same fractious body it is 
now, with gains for the comr 
munists but no radical shift in 
support to any one faction. 

“What that means is, it won’t 
be any easier for Yeltsin to 
govern,” one senior U.S., offi- 
cial said. 

He termed the election for 
450 Russian parliamentary 
seats “politics as bioodsport," 
and added: “There are more 
imponderables than certi- 
tudes." 

The staggering number of 
choices means the exact gains 


for a particular party or bloc 
may not be known for weeks. 
Forty-three parties are compet- 
ing for 225 seats. Another 225 
are contested among thousands 
of independent candidates. 

In the last , parliamentary 
election in 1993. communists 
received under 10 per cent o? 
the vote. 

This time, analysts expect 
them to win 41 least 20 per cent 
*— and’ more if the protest 
against Mr. Yeltsin and his 
team is resounding as voters 
react to crime, corruption, de- 
clining living standards and 
nostalgia for the old days when 
Soviet power commanded re- 
spect and fear around the 
world. 

An unexpectedly strong 
showing by the communists 
and their allies could paralyse 
executive-legislative coopera- 
tion and “clearly would 
toughen Russian foreign poli- 
cy.” said Leon Aron, a Russia 


■expert with the American En- 
terprise Institute. 

This could lead 10 greater 
Russian resistance to NATO 
expansion and might even 
cause Mr. Yeltsin to renege on 
a commitment to deploy Rus- 
sian troops to Bosnia as part of 
a U.N.-NATO peacekeeping 
mission, Mr. Aron said. 

But other analysts say the 
Russian president has consider- 
able constitutional powers in- 
dependent of the Duma and it 
is unlikely the communists and 
their allies will command the 
two-thirds vote needed to over- 
ride Mr. Yeltsin's veto. 

That leads Clifford Gaddi of 
the brookings institution to 
conclude that “even a more 
conservative, more anti-reform 
parliament lhan we have now 
would not be reflected in poli- 
cy.” *• 

Harley Blazer, a Russia ex- 
pert with Georgetown Uni- 


versity, believes a communist 
victory would only affect Mos- 
cow’s foreign policy at the mar- 
gins. 

Ultranationalists in recent 
years “have already pushed the 
whole spectrum to the right," 
he said, adding: “I don’t think 
they can do more without get- 
ting Russia into serious trou- 
ble." 

Expert opinion is also di- 
vided about the likely fate of 
Prune Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. a Clinton adminis- 
trauon favourite and possible 
Mr Yeltsin successor. He is 
the big name behind our home 
» Russia, the centrist political 
party made up of government 
j™als and backed by major 

If Mr. Chernomyrdin’s partv 
does not make a credible show- 
mg, he could be sacrificed to 
a PP e ase communist and other 
elements who want to undo the 
modesI gains of Russian pri- 


vate business. 

However it plays out in 1 
short term, the Duma vot 
will have its biggest impact 
iwxt June’s presidential el 
lions — for instance, boost; 
prospects for Gennady Zyu 
nov if his communist party i 
reeds forecasts. 

The new legislature tl 
could become a chessboard 
foe struggle to succeed f 
Yeltsin. Few experts role h 
out as a candidate for reel 
lion despite failing heal 
Some say he may be more 1 
to run if communists score I 
on Sunday. 

The United States, also 
the midst of a presidential ca 
paign, hopes to minimise ti 
sions with Russia during a pt 
tically volatile period. 

U.S. officials see more co 
mon ground with Moscow fo 
not and see a complete uph« 
al of Russia's system as unlil 
ly- 
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e see things as they are, others . . . 


No cause for alarv or excitement ifj you found a local 
news report on tumig Amman into a tourist temptation tit- 
illating. ! 7 he reportquoted Fairouz Masoud an engineer 
and heal of the Cetral Amman Planning Department at 
the Amman Municipality, as serving that the Japanese 
International Coopeation Agency (JIC A) was planning to 
secure Japanese futiing to give Amman a major facelift, 
especially Hashimiet Square, and even construct a tunnel 
from tlje amphitheare to the Citadel. Such a plan, say 
Ministry of Tourisn officials. 1 is not about to materialise 
any tirr\e soon. Furtermore, Jie JIC A have commissioned 
a team which has teen corducting in-depth studies on 
developing the toulsm sector in Jordan. Some of the 
team’s concepts ma, never tee the light of day, admit min- 
istry sources, besias, they add, . coming up with the 
resources to fund soie of the more appropriate schemes is 
still a task to be accmpjithed. According to the ministry, 
the team’s ideas are \einif looked at. but the tunnel is defi- 
nitely not in the \isla. 


**** 


FROM AMPHTHEATRE TO COLOSSEUM: 

Chargi d' Affaires ofhe Italian embassy in Amman Diego 
Brasioli heads homwith his family to Rome ", after 1,521 
happy days in Jonfl. " Dr. Brasioli will become the sec- 
ond in charge at tl Middle East desk, political section, at 
the Italian Foreig Ministry. The young envoy and his 
Lebanese wife Rat came to Amman from his first foreign 
posting in Islarrbad, Pakistan. Their stay here was 
blessed with the trival of their son Romano who was bom 
in Amman last yir. Dr. Brasioli took over as charge with 
the departure qflomualdo Bettini who ended his tour of 
duty as ambastdor to Jordan last month. When the 
Brasiolis leav Amman this coming week. Second 
Secretary Rqffile De Benediais will become charge d'af- 
faires until ihar rival of the new ambassador expected 
sometime in Jviary. A large reception to send them off 


with good tidings was hosted last night at the 
InterContinental Hotel The Brasiolis. like the Bettinis, 
will be missed by all who had the pleasure to work with 
them and know them. They admit that they were struck 
with more than a few pangs of heartache as well when they 
learned they would be leaving. Wishing them all the best. 


**** 


IT’S ALL IN THE MARKETING: While some 
may be Italy-bound, others are eventually bound for 
France. Buy a Citroen and get a free ticket to Paris to 
spend five days visiting the city and EuroDisney, as the 
guest of Dirani Citroen agents in Jordan. That is just one 
way Dirani aims to market its full line of Citroen motor 
vehicles, and it has been working, says Majdi Nashashibi. 
director of sales marketing. Citroen was first introduced to 
Jordan in the 1960s under the agency of Farid and 
Izzedine Ijweihan. When Dirani. who were experienced in 
the used car sales market, found the opportunity to take 
over the agency, they “ grabbed it.” Theirs is a different 
marketing objective and therefore approach. Since taking 
the Citroen agency in 1992 and first importing new cars in 
1993. Dirani sales climbed. “We had an excellent market 
share of medium luxury car sales , " says Nashashibi. The 
promotion of a trip to France plus accommodations is a 
local concept. The deadline on the offer is December 15. 
1995, after which, the agent will poll its participating cus- 
tomers to determine when they would like to make the trip 
because the package deal works as a group trip. 
Considering the way the labour strikes are paralysing the 
city of love, it may not be such a bad idea to “ love Paris in 
the springtime. ” In any case, bon voyage. 


**** 


MAN ON A MISSION: Readers of Middle East 
International (MEl) may be interested to learn that the 
political fortnightly’s editor. Michael Waif, is resigning 
after ", almost 15 years in the chair. “ The MEl board has 
asked Wall to stay on as consulting editor. Wall sa h- this 
struggling publication through some serious financial 
crises, the most severe of which surfaced last spring when 
he thought he might have to shut down. Bui a last minute 
rescue helped him salvage his operation, and the ‘‘future 
looks assured for some time to come. ” Wall will be suc- 
ceeded, come the beginning of 1996, by Deputy Editor 
Stephen Sherman. According to Wall, the paper was start- 
ed and continues with a mission to fulfill — to reach as 
wide a readership as possible. So if that means doing so at 
lower prices and relying on financial support from those 
who believe in that mission, then, so be it, says Wall. 

**** 

A GENEROUS FAREWELL: Two American 

archaeologists, here in Jordan on Fulbright Research 
Grants, recently took it upon themselves to carry out a vol- 
unteer salvage operation at Bab Edh-Dhra. an important 
Early Bronze Age (3200 -3050 B.C.) cemetery. Illegal 
excavations and looting of the site have been a deplorable 
yet ongoing fact for more that 70 years say officials at the 
American Center for Oriental Research (AC OR). The loot- 
ers hunt primarily for precious burial pottery, of which 
scholars conclude few remain. But when Da\'id McCreery, 
a former ACOR director who has been in and out of Jordan 
in various professional capacities for about 20 years, vis- 
ited the site in October, he was alarmed by evidence of 
recent looting and the opening of 39 new shaft tombs in a 
previously unexplored area. At that, Dr. McCreery 
requested and was granted permission from the 
Department of Antiquities to conduct a four-day emer- 
gency salvage project to map the site, document what had 
been left behind in the tombs by the looters and collect rep- 
resentative pottery, wood and bone samples. Dr. McCreery 
engaged another Fulbright Fellow, David Villa (currently 


researching the early Islamic period in Jordan), plus his 
wife Linda, and daughter Krista and headed to Bab Edh- 
Dhra. The artifacts they brought back with them from the 
site are being studied by Yarmouk University Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropology Museum Director Dr. 
Zeidan Kqfafi and his staff and will be displayed at the 
museum. A report on the salvage operation will be pub- 
lished in The Annual of the Department of Antiquities of 
Jordan. Dr. McCreery and his family leave Jordan this 
month and head home for Salem, Oregon, where he will 
return to teaching at Willamette University. IVV thought his 
selfless deed, perhaps done as a departing gesture, should 
not go unrecognised. 

**** 


STILL GROUNDED : Although Lufthansa, the 

German air carrier, has nor operated flights out of Jordan 
since the J 990-9 1 Gulf crisis, its office, which has been 
maintained for nearly four decades (flights to Amman 
began in 1976) has continued to provide ‘services to cus- 
tomers. In appreciation of the airline’s top sales agents, 
Manager Abdullah Kishek and his staff are hosting a 
reception in the offices proper. In the immediate Arab area 
Lufthansa flies to Damascus and Cairo, and has coopera- 
tion agreements with United Airlines, SAS, Thai 
International and South African Airways. The powers that 
be at the German air flagship will be meeting after the sea- 
son ‘s holidays, at which time they will decide on the status 
of routes in the Middle East region and if it will follow 
some of its sister European airlines in reopening its 
Amman destination. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 
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Mon older U.S. women 
having bihies out of wedlock 

eriko 1 1994, the most recent year 
available, according to the 
study. That is nearly double 
the 56.4 rate for similarly 
aged women in 1976. 

For women in their late 
30s, there was a comparable 
increase: From 22.6 births 
per 1,000 in 1976 to 36 per 
1,000 last yean 
Unwed mothers are 
increasingly those who 
have already started careers 
and have chosen to bear 
children, Ms. Bachu said. 

The report showed that 26 
per cent of total U.S. births 
were to single mothers in 
1994, down from 30 per 
cent in 1992. 

Among black women, 66 
per cent of births were to 
unmarried mothers, but Ms. 
Bachu said this represented 
a decrease from previous 
years. 

More teenagers are 
becoming single mothers as 
a response to changing 
societal forces, Ms. Bachu 
said. She said the stigma of 
single parenthood is fading 
and government pro- 
grammes enable younger 
mothers to continue their 
educations to give them a 
better chance of supporting 
their children. 


By Deborat 

Rtutei 
= WASHINGTON 
American child 
.-now bom out ot 
and single me 
becoming older Id richer, 
the U.S. Census preau has 
reported. 

Although the 
rate of angle 
had dropped 
1992, the figu i 
significant incase among 
affluent, whr, well-edu- 
cated woiirin /women, said 
- Amara Bach who wrote 
the Censas Jtreau’s report. 
: Ms. Badi a statistician 
and demo.apher, called 
this pheimenon the 
“Murphy Brown syn- 
drome,” eer a popular 
television- character who 
chose to fccome a single 
mother inher 40s while 
working aa high-powered 
job. 

The bigtoom in out-of- 
wedlock irths was among 
women iitheir 30s whose 
biologicallocks were tick- 
ing loudl; Ms. Bachu told 
Reuters a a telephone 
interview. 

The tof birth rate for 
U.S. worn aged 30 to 34 
was 90 p' 1,000 women in 


The story of the Gazans 


Life At The Crossroads: A History Of Gaza 

by Gerald Butt. I 

Nicosia-Epping: Rimal-Scorpion Cavendish. J995. Price 
£16.95, hardcover ; 

Life for the many peoples who have inha bited Gaza since 
the fourth or fifth millenium B.C. has been turbulent, for 
this narrow coastal strip is certainly the world’s most trav- 
elled and embattled crossroad. For over four millenia a 
meeting place of empires and civilisations, a frontier post 
between Asia, Europe and Africa, a trading port between 
Arabia and the Mediterranean and staging post of armies, 
Gaza has been invaded and sacked, repopulated and rebuilt 
countless times. The Gazans have endured. They now num- 
ber 800,000 people, crammed . into the area of the 
autonomous enclave evacuated by Israel in 1994. Living on 
216 square kilometres of their land, or 60 per cent of the 
Strip, the majority of Gazans exist in urban slums gripped 
by poverty and frustration. Today the Gaza crossroads is a 
col de sac, caught between Israel and its “cold peace’' with 
Egypt, enclosed by Israel and cut off from its traditional 
trade routes. With peace — if a comprehensive peace comes 
— Gaza could regain its former position and become once 
again a major crossroads. 

In his admirable “biography”, the first history of Gaza 
ever written, Gerald Butt shows how Gaza, the city state, 
has survived the depredations of the armies of Egypt, 
Babylonia, Persia. Greece, Davidian Israel, Byzantium, the 
Arabs. Mamlukes, Turks and Crusaders, France. Britain, the 
Egyptian Republic and modern Israel. Little Gaza can 
match the great metropolises of the world in name dropping 
for it was visited by several of the great Egyptian pharoahs, 
the Persian ruler Cambyses. Alexander the Great, 
Salaheddin, Napoleon and Allenby. 

Today Gaza is once again a city state, enjoying a degree 
of autonomy, as oft before, granted by its more powerful, 
domineering neighbour (this time Israel). And, as before, 
tbe Gaza city state is set to be joined by similar autonomous 
city states. However, in olden times Gaza’s sister city states 


lay along the Levant coast and had the freedom of the sea; 
today they are emerging in the Israeli occupied Palestinian 
West Bank — Jenin, Qalqilya, Nabulus, Ramailah. 
Bethlehem and Hebron — arid are both land-locked and 
sealed off from their hinterland by the Israeli occupation, as 
is Gaza. 

One of Butt’s most positive accomplishments in this his- 
tory is that he has exploded the myth that the “Philistines” 
were as the modem usage of their name denotes a people 
“of material outlook, indifferent to culture.” Westerners 
probably infused tbe word “philistine" with this meaning 
because of their readings of the Old Testament tales which 
describe the ware in the 12th century BC between the 
Philistines and the Hebrew tribes with whom Christianity 
identified. In truth tbe Philistines were certainly more 
advanced and civilised than (be Jewish hill people whom 
they fought. 

For. as Butt shows, tbe Philistines belonged to tbe migra- 
tion of the mysterious “Sea People” who invaded Crete and 
Cyprus and then turned up on the Gaza shore in 1175 BC. 
The Philistines were taller than the local peoples, their 
troops wore kilts and ribbed helmets and drove chamois, 
they smelted iron and traded with the islands of the Aegean. 
Although beaten on the battlefield (near Gaza) and turned 
away from the rich spoils of Egypt by pharaoh's army, the 
Philistines established five city states in southern Palestine, 
Gaza emerging as their capital. “Philistia” — becoming 
“Falastin” or “Palestine” over time — did not become a 
technological or cultural backwater for another 2.000 years. 

Under tbe Persians and Assyrians Gaza retained its status 
as a city state, paying tribute to the conquering empire.; but 
retaining considerable autonomy. Gaza fell to Alexander tbe 
Great after a two month siege and was Hellenised. adopting 
Greek as tbe spoken language. Butt says it is believed a 
great library was established there as the scholarship of 
Alexandria was extended along the coast of Egypt into 
Palestine. After 36 years of occupation by tbe less civilised 
Hebrew Hastnoneans, Gaza became part of the Roman 
empire, retaining a large degree of independence as a major 


commercial port but partaking in Roman advancements in 
engineering and architecture and efficient administration. In 
the third and fourth centuries AD Gaza reluctantly received 
Christianity- Sl Hilarion, who was born near Gaza, was tbe 
leading figure of his lifetime, founding a monastery and 
building a church which were both destroyed In 402 
Bishop Porphyry' succeeded in demolishing the pagan tem- 
ples in the city and raising the large church named after the 
Byzantine Empress Eudoxia on the major temple. Under the 
Byzantines Gaza acquired several churches, one of which 
survives today, a school of rhetoric, a forum, colonnaded 
streets and a municipal council which ran local affairs. Butt 
quotes an Italian pilgrim who visited the city in 570 and 
found it “a lovely and renowned city, with noble people dis- 
tinguished by every kind of liberal accomplishment”. 

So attractive was Gaza as a trading station for the formi- 
dable Meccan merchants that Hashim Ibn Abd Manaf, the 
great grandfather of the Prophet Mohammad, visited the 
city often and, in fact, died and was buried in the mercan- 
tile heart of the city where a mosque was dedicated to his 
name. Because of their long contacts with Meccans and 
Arab merchants, the Gazans, when conquered by the Arab 
army in 637, quickly converted to Islam and transformed 
the great Byzantine church into a mosque named for the 
Caliph Omar Ibn A1 Khattab. which dominates the centre of 
the city today. Under the Arab Empires Gaza continued to 
flourish both commercially and culturally. It was only under 
tbe Seljuk Turks that Gaza faltered, because Seljuk and later 
Ottoman fanning tax destroyed the basis of its economic 
prosperity. Thus, Bun shows that the pejorative implica- 
tions of the term “Philistine” are totally unfounded — 
though that term still conditions Western minds against the 
Philistines' Palestinian heirs today. 

Of course, his book does much more for it tells the story 
of the Gazans up to the present, as they emerge from Israeli 
rule as an autonomous if not a folly independent people. 

Michael Jansen 


The 


BesOf Enemies , __ . 

The Memoirs Of Bassam Abu Shanf and Ua 
Hahnimi f 

Bostn: Link Brown and Co., 1995, 297 pages, 
123.9. 

3 eace s per del mtion made between enemies — that is tbe 
notif jf Best ffEnemies. Tbe prominence of Abu Sharif 
md^aimaimi n the mainstream of their respective soci- 
flief, sets this ook apart from earlier ones co-authored by 
’alesanians aril Israelis, for these were dialogues between 
’alcftmian leftsts and Israeli non-Zionists. In the context 
if os peace settlement now in progress, it can be assumed 
ha: Abu Sharfand Mahnaimi intended their joint memoirs 
of further Hlestinian-Israeli understanding. The two 
labors shoul/be well-qualified to do so, for both are men 
iFconsiderale culture. Yet the tendency is to focus on 
otmterpoisie Palestinian high-jadrings with Israeli mtel- 
igeuce opeiSons. This makes exciting reading, but too 
ifteu horded on sensationalism rather than insights. 
Mahnaitustudied Arab society and culture, as part of his 
raining tefis an intelligence, officer. He several times states 
fiat theses tudies, plus first-hand contact, radically changed 
is percptions of Arabs, but he says little about how. Abu 
Iharifsvriting, while engaging in style, is often superfi- 
ial to te point of flippancy when discussing Palestinian 
atemalffairs and thinking. In tbe first half of the book, he 
; highl successful in intertwining his personal memoirs 
rith th overall Palestinian experience. However, tbe sec- 
nd ha: focuses so heavily on his own importance and on 
iadersip maneuvering that we lose sight of the people tor 


Peace Beavers’ 


whom he claims to speak. Even among the elite, he seems 
to view himself as a kind of prophet — always the first to 
know, to get new ideas. Only towards the end. when 
expressing optimism that the secret talks that led to the 
Oslo accord would bear fruit, does be acknowledge “The 
peace beavers, myself and all tbe others, had been gnawing 
away to the point that the logjam had to give” (p. 283). 

These limitations simply mean that, with the exception of 
a few sensitive passages, the book does not surpass the 
political context which spawned it. The PLO-Israeli accord 
is, after ail, not a recipe for people to leam to live together, 
but rather a blueprint for separation in accordance with the 


BOOK REVIEW 


Labour Patty’s racist programmes and philosophy. The 
most salient cooperation engendered by this accord takes 
the form of political haggling and manoeuvres on the part 
of the two respective leaderships. 

Abu §barifs tendency to see himself as foe vanguard of 
the entire Palestinian liberation movement reaches the 
point of arrogance when he fells how one evening in Tunis 
in early 1988, he came up with a “strategic” idea: “To con- 
trol foe intifada” (p. 231), i.e., to set a series of achievable 
aims. “In this way. they always had something to demon- 
strate for,” be confides (p. 232l. Though he does not give a 
specific date, it is hard to believe that this evening in early 
1-988 was prior to January 10th when the Unified National 


Leadership of foe Intifada issued a communique which 
specified a series of interim goals, such as: Ending the iron 
fist policy, repealing foe Emergency Laws, dissolving 
Israeli-appointed local councils, withdrawing tbe Israeli 
army from population centres and releasing detainees. Nor 
does one remember that there was a big problem in early 
1988 with foe people in foe occupied territories finding 
something to demonstrate for. 

In short, Abu Sharif s attitude shows profound disregard 
for the popular dynamics and collective leadership func- 
tioning in the occupied territories. While he appears to 
regard the orders he fiaxed to the occupied territories as the 
momentum of the intifada, one is reminded of when 
activists in foe West Bank and Gaza Strip began remarking 
ruefully that fox machines would soon outnumber stones as 
foe weapons of the intifada. 

However, to be fair, some passages written by Abu Sharif 
reflect foe best of Palestinian political and social culture by 
bringing out universalist as well as particularly Palestinian 
values. In contrast, Mahnaimi is much more modest, but 
remains rooted in a particularly Jewish-Israeli mindset. 
This makes it all tbe more convincing when, at foe end, he 
comes to terms with foe fact that by creating a state through 
violence, “we have built ourselves another ghetto." 
Enigmatically, he concludes by saying, “I personally think 
foe chances of Israel surviving very for into foe twenty-first 
century are no better than fifty-fifty" (p- 287). 

Salty Bland 
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New Age Recording 

By Jean-Claude Elias : 

; wonderful aspects of personal computing is the n 1 fCt I UT" 

s brought together a variety of techniques that X^XX X XX XXMX II 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 

One of the wonderful aspects of personal computing is the 
way it has brought together a variety of techniques that 
apparently had nothing in common. Sound and music 
recording for instance has always been performed using 
traditional, tape-based recorders, in the post-Edison era at 
least! Although direct- to-di sc digital recordings have been 
used since the late seventies, they were considered as 
extremely “hi-tech” and required mammoth budgets. Now 
hi-fi stereo, top quality, inexpensive digital recoding can 
be done on Mr. Everybody’s (well, almost!) personal 
computer. 

The Compact Disc (CD) optical laser disc is changing 
all that. The CD is available in many formats, all of them 
consumer-oriented and quite affordable for the most Any 
CD format gives a nearly perfect sound that can be stored 
unaltered for several decades. 

The CD-DA audio CD is the well-known music laser 
disc. It has virtually replaced the 40-year-old vinyl long 
playing record but not the die-hard cassette. The CD-DA 
can be played on regular audio CD players and on com- 
puter CD-ROM players as well. The PC-based CD-ROM 
drive can play audio CDs and data CDs. A CD-ROM can 
bold up to 700 MB (million characters) of data. It can only 
be used in a computer-based CD drive. Other sob-models 
and variations exist but they are all based on the same 
technology. 

Both the CD-DA and the CD-ROM are read-only 
devices. One can play back the music stored on them or 
read the data they contain but one cannot record on them. 
Commercially available drives that allow users to record 
on CDs have appeared since last year. As it is usually the 
case in the computer world, prices were very high at the 
beginning. A recordable CD drive could cost JD 3,000 to 
4,000 in Jordan. It is now marketed at about two thousand 
— quite a significant drop. Over the same period blank 
discs also dropped from JD 18 to JD 12. 



Once a recordable CD drive is installed in a computer, it 
opens the door to a world of recording possibilities. 
Needless to say it also serves as a regular CD-DA and CD- 
ROM player. Users can record data, sound or a mixture of 
both. Yamaha, Pinnacle, Mitsubishi and other manufactur- 
ers offer a variety of drives. Pioneer have recently 
announced a world premiere: A home hi-fi. stand alone 
(i.e. not computer-based) drive that can play and record 
audio CDs. 

Whatever goes on a laser disc is there “for good”. 
Weaknesses typical to the tape or vinyl media do not exist 
on digital support: Sound degradation, distortion, drop- 
out, flutter, scratches become things of the past 

The recording operation requires a relatively fast PC 
with enough memory and hard disk storage — a 486 with 
8MB and 540 MB minimum, respectively. Don’t try it 
with your old 286 computer The necessary software is 
inexpensive, available at most retailers in Jordan, and the 
actual recording technique itself is not difficult to leam. 
Still, recording is an art and anyone planning to produce 
Elton John’s next album should get some experience first 

By offering one single media for both sound and data, 
the CD may achieve what the floppy disk, the cassette and 
the vinyl disk could not Create one reliable, compatible 
media for multiple platforms. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Dec. 14, 1995 

1 :00 Iris - The Happy Professor 
1:10 Fireman Sam 
1 :25 Hurricanes 
1 :50 My Secret Identity 
2:10 NBA 

3:00 The New Leave It To Beaver 
3:30 White Heat 
4:30 Gillette World Sport Special 
5:00 French Programme 
Sophie Et Vuginie 
5:30 Varieties 

Tarat^ ffl 

7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Archimede 

7:30 News Headlines 
.7:35 Carol And Company 

8:00 Magazine Zero, One 

8:25 The Album Show 
9:10 The New Avengers 
10:00 News In English 
1 0:25 Movie — “City Boy” 

Starring: James Brohn & Wendel Meldrom 
12:00 Nancy Wake (Ep. ID 

Friday, Dec. 15, 1995 

1:00 The Little Mermaid 
1:30 Beethoven 
1:45 Lift-Off 
2:00 Bush School 
2:25 Super Carrier 
3:15 Goldrush In Alaska 
4:05 Movies, Games And Videos 
5:00 French Programme 
Sophie Et Virgime 
5:30 Telefilm 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Sports Et Musique 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Short Story Cinema 
8:00 Natural Wonders Of Europe 
8:45 America’ s Funniest people 
9:15 Wolf 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Second Chances (Drama) Part 4 
11:30 Feature Film — Out On The Edge 

Starring: Rick Shroder & Mary Kay 

Saturday, Dec. 16, 1995 

2:00 Back To The Future 
2:30 Harry And The Hendersons 
3:00 Blue Heelers ; 

3:30 Only In Hollywood 
4:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallion 

4:30 Sky Trackers 
5:00 French Programme 
Fractales 
5:30 Magazine 

Omnisciences 
6:00 Drama 

CestMon Histore 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Faut Pas Rever 
7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Major Dad 

8:00 First Flights 
8:25 The Bold And The Beautiful 
9:10 Star Trek — The Next Generation 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Feature Film — Glory Days 

Starring: Robert Conrad & Jennifer O’Neill 
11:50 L’bistoire Secrete Du Petiole 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 1995 

2:00 The Flints tones 
2:30 Joshua Jones 
2:40 Droopy Master Detective 
3:15 Family Playhouse 
3:40 Pugwall’s Summer 
4:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallioo 
4:30 Sky Trackers 
5:00 French Programme 
Fractales 
5:30 Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 
6:00 Documentary 

Miile Ans D Civilisation 


7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Sports Et Musique 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Boogies Diner 
8:00 Cinema, Cinema 
8:25 The Bold & The Beautiful 
9 :10 Varieties 
930 Heartbeat 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Counterstrike 
11:15 Stay Lucky (Ep. D 
12:00 My Two Wives 

Monday, Dec. 18, 1995 

2:00 Shelly Duvall’s Bedtime Stories - - 

2:30. Richie Rich ' » — T"' 

2:55 Piayabout - ■ 

3:10 Hey Dad 
3:35 Discover Magazine 
4:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallion 
4:30 Sky Trackers 
5:00 French Programme 
Fractale 
5:30 Serie 

Des Heros Ordinaires 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 
Nimbus 

7:30 News Headlines 
735 McHale’s Navy 
8:00 Invention 

835 The Bold And The Beautiful 

9: 10 Star Trek — The Next Generation 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Anna EP. IV 

11:15 The American Chart Show 

12:00 New York Undercover 

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 1995 

2:00 Captain Planet 
2:30 Earth Star Voyager 
3:15 Spirit Of Adventure 
4:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallion 
4:30 Sky Trackers 
5:00 French Programme 
Magazine 
C’Est Pas Sorrier 
5:30 Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 
5:00 Documentary 

Savoir Plus Sante 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 
Usfaaaia 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 You Bet Your Life 

3:00 The Secret Of The Treasure Islands 

3:25 The Bold And The Beautiful 

7:10 True Blue 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 I’D Take Manhattan Ep. 1 

11:15 Feature Rim — Mesmerised 

Starring: Judy Foster & John Lithgow 

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 1995 

1:00 Inspector Gadget 

1:30 Ghost Writer 

1:00 The Secret Worid Of Alex Mac 

1:30 Amazing Stories 

1:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallion 

1:30 Sky Trackers 

>:00 Jeux 

Trophee Campus 
r :00 Le Journal 
J:15 Magazine 

Sports Et Musiqul 
r :30 News Headlines 
'35 Anything For A Laugh 
1:00 The Nature Of Things 
1:25 The Bold And The Beautiful 
>: 1 0 Star Trek — The Next Generation 
0:00 News In English 
0:25 Prism 
0:45 Law And Order 
1:30 The Silk Road 
2:30 Second Thoughts 


Hopeless, helpless, and 
hapless romantics 


By Samer Ghaieb Bagaeen 

While there can be no doubt that each and every one of us 
is unique in his or her own way, it remains widely shared 
that one could tell a lot about a person by investigating the 
star sign under which they were bom. A Taurean. for 
example, generally achieves what be or she wants through 
fee ability to persevere. And a Cancerian generally sticks 
with what be or she does, seeing it through to the end. And 
both share the deep sense of brotherhood and respect for 
humanitarian values. Values that we should all leam to 
uphold. 

It also remains normal that all of us have our own ambi- 
tions and dreams. And it remains important that we have 
the hope and faith in ourselves feat will help us achieve 
those dreams. Ideally, it could be wonderful if one day we 
could all find someoiie special to share those dreams with. 
Special because of who they really are and what they are 
really like inside. But it would also be just as wonderful to 
have close friends to talk to about all those wishes and 
dreams. And because we are fee social creatures that we 
are, in terms of the way we feel about certain things, in fee 
way we do certain things, in fee way we choose our 
friends, and in the way we think of others, our social iden- 
tity is determined and shaped accordingly: Who we are, as 
opposed to who the others are. The intricaries of such 
relationships are about how others perceive us and how 
we perceive others around us. 

We must leam to skirt all the really deep contemporary 
waters and leam about the warmoess of environmentalism 
and political hope. This we must do in the hope that we 
can inspire others to pick up from where we leave off. Big 
ideas in our society are very much needed. We might be 
more comfortable liviog off the past but we desperately 
need a future. We have to seek a future. We cannot keep 
turning to our past everytime we need to feel good about 
ourselves. The Kan Taman. Taybetl Zaman, and Salt 
Zaman cann ot carry us into the 21st century. 

Primarily, we need to trust ourselves. To have faith in 
our talent, abilities, sensibilities, and everything feat helps 
us to stand out and succeed. And because of this, it is quite 


thrilling and admirable when our young pec le are oat 
there doing new! things: learning language yearning 
about music, and creating music, willing to me peo- 
ple and make more friends with every pacing id willing 
to trust one another wife the most guard« seqew devel- 
oping an interest in, knowledge for fee $xe cocikW ledge 
and nothing else, aid marvelling at thepc&a'etntms of 
others with an eye on doing better and beger tuns. 

Each one of us is a composite of his oiler nabiii And 
these habits are where knowledge, skill land desire Wet: 
Where the ‘what to do’, the ‘how to do (and the *wint to 
do’ come together. Bui sometimes, fee ‘ an do’ can re far 
more overwhelming dip the ‘want to o’. Nooe^idess, 
our imagination must not be allowed t get strangles by 
reason. And if we can't we like this, rr ybe our children 
can. Maybe they will btA better equipp i to take pair in 
safeguarding the environment, in initia' lg dialogue wife 
others, in being able to leao.a better and salthier lifestyle, 
and in being able to love freely and hoi stiy. 

Maybe our children will babble to wo with Europeans 
to fulfil fee legacy initiated iniBarcelona while back.jand 
to reverse the tide of instability, insecuri • and extremum. 
Maybe they too can overcome kur mora :owardice in fac- 
ing up to issues and diseases such as A1 >S. And hopeful- 
ly sooner rather than later. M^ybe the can also rrake 
some good of Jordan’s efforts tobuild axe and prosper- 
ity and do a better job than we ale noupoing in order to 
put this country on the right track jo thepew era of peace. 

Maybe they will be able to tackl^ fee jroblem regarding 
hormones, pesticides, and insecticide:/ in food we con- 
sume on a daily basis because *2 hive been thus far 
unable to find anybody willing to lstd to our pleas. The 
same can be said about the cama ( eJon our roads that 
nobody is willing to take seriously after. And indulging 
in monologues about what exactly is Normalisation’ will 
also come to no good. \ 

All that we need to do is be allowed ifeet on wife lead- 
ing normal lives. Selfishness, in differed, and careless- 
ness will get us nowhere. Nowhere thatldeceot at least 
We will not be able to talk ourselves olof our present 
dilemmas. And if we keep going down thVoad to hell, all 
the voices of reason can only trail away ib silence. 


3 while back.jand 
• and extremum, 
cowardice in rac- 
S. And hopeful- 
can also rrake 
xe and prosper- 
poing in order to 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

MOHAMMAD A. SHUQAIR 



MEMORY DRILL 


weight. \ 

“Did you actually lose weight? 1 

“No, but my friends have become less in ntnber.’ 


— You are given only ooe minute to study fee following Y 

words pertaining to government Try to memorise them. 1 

They count 22. I 

Democracy, autocracy, despotism, aristocracy, 

bureau era cyy-ofigarchy, plutocracy, theocracy, | 

• hierarchy.episocbpacy. statocracy, hagjarchy, > 

kakistocraey? autonomy, politics, referendum, BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

regen, interregnum, consort, revolution, , 

census, statistics. 

1. The Egyptian god Anubis had the hei of an animal. 
To put your memory to test, show how many of the Which animal? 


above words your memory can store. 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

** Can you show me the way to the post office, please? 
Hal tastatT an toreeni at-tareeq ela maktabil 
bareed, min fadlik? 

** You cannot leave this room until you get permission. 
La tasted’ an toghadir hathehil gharfa hatta tah- 

sul ala tasreeh. 


2. Which race of people is considered tfte- the tallest in 
the worid? 

3. What famous porcelain is market wife crossed 

swords? I 

4. What fish would you be earing if y-j Were given 

Brochet au Beune blanc? \ 

5. The Spanish Government moves fro.i’Madrid to 
which city during the summer months. \ 

6 Captain Cook discovered fee Hawaiian hlids. What 
were they originally called? \ 


***** 


PUZZLES 


** I always feel tired at fee end of fee day. Each design below is made up of fee little squ ‘s let- 

Ash’urr da’iman bit’ta’ab fee nehayatinnahar. tered a to t. In the grid to the right of each design ite the 

letters of the squares feat form the design. Eacljquare 
** I don t want to be involved in this unpleasant affair: may be used repeatedly. 

La oreed an atawarrat fee hathhil mas ’ala al- 

moz’jja. 


** I think someone is knocking at the door. Let him in. 
Azonno anna shakhsan yatruqul bab. AdkMUiu. 

** You should use petrol to get those spots off. 

Yajeb an tasta’mell al-banzeen le’izalatil boqa. 

** His instructions were not quite clear. 

Lam tafcon taleematobu wadiha tarn am an. 

** Mr. Simpson was appointed principal of the school. 
Laqad oyyena aJ-sayed Simpson mudeeran 111- 

madrasa. 

** You’re mistaken, so am L 

Anta ghaltan wakathalika ana. 


***** 


aBBHDBHHBa 

a b c d e r g h I j 

□□□□asanas 

k Imnopqr s t 




****** 


JOKES 


THE INSOLVENT: ‘Today 1*11 -buy an iron safe for 
keeping money. 

THE BALD: “I’ll also purchase a comb and hair cream. 

* * ■* * * * 


WIFE: “If I hadn’t married you, your life would have 
been empty." 

HUSBAND: “That’t right. If I hadn’t married you, my 
wallet would have been full!” 


****** 


MY doctor told me that eating garlic would reduce my 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WE£K 

If a religion is unpatriotic, it ain't righi — Harratte 
Antow ; American author (1908-1986). \ 

It is difficult to give children a sens * of secwW 
unless you have it yourself. If you have i, they cakh 
it from you — William C. Menrunger Amerim 
scientist, physician, engineer (1899- 1960. 

A man wrapped up in himself makes a very srr, ill 
1790k ~ Benjamin FrankIin ’ V-$- statesn\n (17 i 

-The only sure thing about luck is that it wii\halee 
(18^902)*“*' American author and JohiMt 


re^nfL^, h M kfUl f ° F * he fooIs ' but for *4 thc 

19m d succeed — Afar* Twain W- 
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New star on the walk of fame 

;ran actor Ray Walston receives congratulatory kisses from granddaughters 
. - .. tna, 12 Heft) and Sarah, 10. after Walston's star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
unveiled on Dec. S. Walston, a Tony and Emmy award recipient is currently fea- 
! on the television series Picket Fences. He also appeared in My Favourate 
rtian (Reuter photo) 

lalph Fiennes — the thinking 
-k ; v.EG- moviegoer’s leading man ■ 


:Z2lES 


i By Ted Anthony 

The Associated Press 

. « . 

V YORK — He has mastered Hamlet, 
.. ight the coldest of Nazis to life and 
le Americans take a hard look at their 
, ally bereft television generation 
ugh an erudite whiz kid gone astray, 
sk actor Ralph Fiennes, veteran of 
don’s Royal Shakespeare Company, 
.it movie captures his imagination, 
" igh, and two unexpected words emerge 
a his mouth in a buttery British cadence: 
ninator □. 

found that an amazing movie,” says 
. raes, 32, “It was reworking the themes 
rell and heaven — this evil monster 
’s set to destroy and the force of good 
resists it It was classic.” 

5 n a recent gloomy afternoon, the beart- 
lkingly handsome and brooding Brit 
» won a Tony for playing Hamlet on 
• ‘adway this year sips English breakfast 
• stares out a skyscraper window and dis- 
■ *s the finer points of Schwarzenegger 
is. 

le occasion is his own foray into science 
on, Kathryn Bigelow’s Strange Days. In 
le plays Lenny Nero, an ex-L.A. Cop 
l greasy hair, two-day stubble and poly- 
-jd outfits who traffics sporadically in a 
~ SS | j technology dubbed “squid tapes” — 
8 pie’s actual experiences, sexual and oth- 
; jse, reconied digitally on diskette and 
r-^Jkght and sold illegally for vicarious 
The movie takes place entirely on 
.30 and 31. 1999. 

> with many of his roles, Fiennes (his 
‘te is pronounced “Rafe Fines,” per old 

2 'Iish) incarnates Lenny as an ethereal 
're who wanders through the film, 
'ire whether to choose good or evil, 
eones likes it that way — the moral 
liguity of “sort-of’ and “kind-of” char- 
ts with inherent goodness that is cor- 
ed by the world. 

love flawed heroes,” Fiennes says, 
t a great fan of them. They’re just the 
. J of people that interest me.” 

. ‘ is other two well-known movie roles, if 
'heroes, certainly bad their flaws. 
rp-$ first big-time American movie role 
* ‘ " Amon Goeth, the pot-bellied, nasty-to- 
soul Nazi commandant in the 1993 
, ■ demy Award-winning Schindler’s List, 
lined him an Oscar nomination for best 
■ porting actor and the repugnance — and 
sequent admiration — of audiences, 
ist year, he portrayed another real-life 
. -hero — Charles Van Doren — in 
- , jert Bedford's Quiz Show, Van Doren, 

.> ■" son of one of America’s most famous 
■ary and intellectual families, earned 
. e and misfortune as a network pawn 
mg the television game-show scandals 
he 1 950$. Redford has said he chose 
ines after seeing in his eyes “pain, vul- 
Jbility and inieliigence.” 

• ren when Fiennes is not acting, those 
s come through. He is kind of ethereal 
self; just to be in the man’s presence is 
range experience. He has the odd effect 
■ lowing down time — an hourlong inter- 
* v feels like three — and his words often 


trail off into reveries of self-contemplation. 

Forever elusive, he bristles when asked 
even the most unprying of personal ques- 
tions about his upbringing and his life at 
home. He makes no mention of actress Alex 
Kingston, his wife of several years; news 
reports days later will say they have sepa- 
rated. 

He lights up — if one can call it that — 
only when asked about the intricacies of his 
craft and the characters he portrays. 

*Tm interested in the way that fundamen- 
tal goodness in people can win or lose 
against human fallibility and weakness — 
about the people who make mistakes, the 
weaker people, those who can somehow 
survive their faults,” Fiennes says. 

“Hamlet is the quintessential version of 
that It’s seemingly clear what his course of 
action is, yet he’s constantly examining his 
inability to take action.” 

Fiennes, who finished Hamlet in July, is 
shooting a new film. The English Patient, in 
Italy and North Africa. It is, he says, a film 
about “four people with a past who come 
together in a World War II setting.” 

He plays a desert explorer, a distant man 
— surprise — nursing an obsession about 
what the desert does to people, how it 
reduces and denudes them. 

“I don’t know why I always end up play- 
ing these remote men,” Fiennes says. 
“Maybe I feel some sort of empathy in that. 
The privacy of some people, I find it attrac- 
tive; the uoknowability of some people is 
just absolutely intriguing.” 

He leans back on his hotel-suite couch, 
almost lying down. His voice is barely 
above a whisper, coo soft to start a voice- 
activated cassette recorder. He stares off 
into space and touches his warm teacup to 
his head. 

“Why Lenny?” be asks of his Strange 
Days character. “Lenny isn’t a part I would 
have expected anyone to offer me.” Then 
he zones in on the film's theme — the mil- 
lennium as the simultaneous apex and nadir 
of modem culture. 

The movie’s “squid tapes,” be says, are 
the natural extension of today’s frenetic 
attempts to vicariously live other people's 
lives, whether it be through talk shows, 
cybersex, the O.J. Simpson trial — or even 
film, tie acknowledges. 

“it’s like fast food. You go to McDonald’s 
and you get instant taste. Instant gratifica- 
tion. Then it’s gone. It’s dead fuel. Film in 
many ways can be like that” 

Fiennes says he doesn’t want to do what 
people expect Yet he cannot escape the 
sense that if there is a role out there that 
calls for a haunted, distant, unknowable 
man, then he’s the actor for the job. 

“As the millennium draws near, this is a 
society that’s not in the present, he says, 
and it is unclear whether he is talking about 
Strange Days or speaking _ in general. 
“People are living on used feelings. And if I 
as a member of this society am ever going 
to survive. I’ve absolutely got to look at 
who I am and how 1 view my emotions.” 
He smiles a thin smile. “Not me in partic- 
ular.” he says, “but me in general.” 


Rainbow 

Warrior 

sinking 

turned 

into 

musical 

AUCKLAND (AFP) 
— A musical on the 
sinking of the 
Greenpeace ship 
Rainbow Warrior in 
which former 

President Francois 
Mitterrand dismisses 
New Zealand as a 
country of sheep is to 
premiere here next 
year, one of its co-writ- 
ers said. 

John Reynolds, who 
wrote Sink The 
Warrior with Shade 
Smith, will stage the 
two-hour, 25-song pro- 
duction in March. 

“We started writing 
this about four years 
ago,” Reynolds told 
AFP. “Then when 
France started blowing 
things up again with 
their nuclear testing we 
worked to have the 
show ready for putting 
on.” It’s not entirely 
political — there is a 
New Zealand love 
interest written in. 

’Its less operatic than 
Les Miserables, more 
melodic really.” 

Rainbow . Warrior 
was blown up here on 
July 10, 1985, by 
agents of France’s 
Direction Generate de 
la Securite Exterieure 
(DGSE), killing 
Greenpeace photogra- •- 
pber* Fernando Pereira.- > - 

Twt>“ agents, Alain 
Mafart and Dominique 
Prieur, were later 
arrested, convicted of 
manslaughter and sen- 
tenced to 10 years jaiL 
Eighteen months later 
they were released into 
French custody. 

Sink The Warrior 
begins in Paris with the 
DGSE plotting and Mr. 
Mitterand, who always 
denied knowledge of 
the operation, being 
dismissive about New 
Zealand and later join- 
ing the chores line of a 
song about the DGSE. 

“It sends die French 
up,” Reynolds said 

Reynolds said some 
of the French charac- 
ters are amusing rather 
than ominous. In one 
scene they order cham- 
pagne at a New 
Zealand restaurant 
only to be told the wine 
comes from Nelson — 
named after Lord 
Nelson, the British 
military leader who 
defeated the French at 
the Battle of Trafalgar. 

When that is not 
acceptable, they are 
offered one from 
Blenheim, named after 
a battle won by Britain 
over France. 

Mafart and Prieur 
came to New Zealand 
posing as a married 
couple. 

“She says she is 
doing this for the hon- 
our of France and 
doesn’t want to sleep 
with Mafart and this 
causes constant fric- 
tion,” Reynolds said 

The love interest 
revolves around a New 
Zealand man critical of 
Greenpeace whose 
girlfriend wants to join 
it. They happen to be 
on the wharf as tbe . 
bomb goes off. 

Tbe musical ends 
with tbe bombing and a 
song about Greenpeace 
and the environmental 
cause. It opens at a the- 
atre here on March 6. 

“We’ll be trying to 
promote it internation- 
ally if it is successful,” 
Reynolds said. , 


At the Oscars 


Tight competition for actors, 
wide open for actresses 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

BEVERLY HIL LS, California — Martin Scorsese’s Casino 
was a heavy Academy Awards favourite — until the Oscar 
voters actually got a look at the film. 

Even though the violent Las Vegas drama opened nation- 
wide on Nov. 22 to mixed reviews, some 900 members of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts And Sciences waited 
to see the film three days later, in the academy’s own posh 
theatre. 

The Oscar voters, who tend to be older and prefer gende 
dramas such as Gandhi and Forrest Gump, reportedly were 
repulsed by the film's four graphic scenes of mobster bru- 
tality. At one point in the middle of the film, according to 
two people in attendance, one overwrought academy mem- 
ber stood up. started yelling, “this is a horror.” and urged 
other Oscar voters to protest Casino by storming out with 

him 

When the movie ended, scores of people had walked out 
and tbe once-crowded auditorium was barely three-quarters 
full, tbe two voters say. The film's final credits were greet- 
ed by boos and catcalls. 

The surprising collapse of Casino's Oscar momentum has 
thrown end-of-the-year awards handicapping upside down. 
Once considered a likely multiple nominee for best picture, 
best actor (for Robert De Niro), best actress (for Sharon 
Stone) and best director (for Scorsese). Casino now may 
only earn cinematography, costume and adapted screenplay 
selections. 

Nominations for the 68th Academy Awards will not be 
announced until Feb. 13, but already the major studios and 
several independents are busy trying to drum up Oscar 
interest In the early blitz, Miramax has mailed voters 
videocassettes of The Postman and New Line Cinema has 
sent out videos of Seven, My Family and Don Juan 
Demarco. Paramount will mail cassettes of Losing Isaiah, 
Bravebeart and* Home For Tbe Holidays, and Warner Bros, 
is readying tapes of Les Miserables and Boys On Tbe Side, 
among several other tides. 

Some of the categories — particularly best actor — are 
particularly competitive this year. There is little consensus 
on probable best picture selections. Sensing an opening in 
that top category, Disney recently moved its Richard 
Dreyftiss film, Mr. Holland’s Opus, from a planned Jan. 19 
debut to an Oscar-qualifying run beginning Dec. 22. 

Several highly touted films have yet to be released, so 
academy members interviewed for this article based some 
early forecasts on a film's “buzz,” rather than its real con- 
tent But when one studio says a rival’s movie is likely to 
be Dominated, you listen. 

PICTURE: There’s a lot of support building for both 
Apollo 13 and The American President probably the only 


two safe bets for best picture. Both are classic Oscar films, 
“serious” and entenaining at the same time. Only a handful 
of people have seen Oliver Stone’s Nixon, opening Dec. 20, 
and the early word-of-mouth is not overwhelming. 

Contenders include Get Shorty, Leaving Las Vegas, Sense 
And Sensibility (Dec. 13) and Waiting To Exhale (Dec. 22). 
Lonoshots: Toy Story, The Little Princess and the remake of 
Sabrina. 

BEST ACTOR: The real drama in this category is 
whether Tom Hanks will be nominated for the third straight 
year (he’s won twice in a row) for Apollo 13. Michael 
Douglas seems certain to be nominated for The American 
President, John Travolta should be in the race again for Get 
Shorty. Laurence Fishboume is getting anemion for Othello 
(Dec. 14) and Anthony Hopkins should be picked for Nixon 
even if the film isn’t a hit. Challengers in the jammed cate- 
gory include the late Massimo Troisi for The Postman, 
Nicolas Cage for Leaving Las Vegas, Morgan Freeman in 
Seven, De Niro for Casino. Denzel Washington for Devil In 
A Blue Dress, Hamson Ford in Sabrina and Dreyftiss for 
Mr. Holland's Opus. Dark horses: Jonathan Pryce for 
Carrington and Kevin Spacey for The Usual Suspects. 

BEST ACTRESS: Since Hollywood gives almost all of 
its best roles to men. this (yet again) is not an especially 
strong class. Angela Bassett, nominated previously for 
What’s Love Got To Do With It, could be back for Waiting 
To Exhale. Voters may not remember perennial Oscar nom- 
inee Meryl Streep for The Bridges Of Madison County, 
which came out early in the year. Some people think 
Annette Bening has a shot for The American President, but 
she faces a strong challenge from Nicole Kidman for To 
Die For, Elisabeth Shue for Leaving Las Vegas, Emma 
Thompson for Sense And Sensibility and Susan Sarandon 
for Dead Man Walking (Dec. 29). Outside contenders: 
Jennifer Jason Leigh (Georgia), Minnie Driver (Circle Of 
Friends). Sandra Bullock (While You Were Sleeping) and 
Michelle Pfeiffer (Dangerous Minds). 

SUPPORTING ACTOR: Ed Harris is a likely pick for 
Apollo 13, as is Delroy Lindo for Clockers. Joe Pesci could 
be nominated for Casino, and two actors — Gene Hackman 
and Ddennis Farina — will gather a lot of votes for Get 
Shorty. 

SUPPORTING ACTRESS: One- of the most unpre- 
dictable categories right now. Joan Allen’s turn as Pat 
Nixon in Nixon will be on many ballots, as will Mira 
Sorvino for Mighty Aphrodite. Mary Louise Parker could 
get a nomination for Boys On The Side, as could Anne 
Bancroft for Home For Tbe Holidays. Look for at least one 
Zinger in the category. 


Movie-mimicking torching : 
unleashes fresh jabs at Hollywood 


By Frederic Bichon 
Agence France Presse 

NEW YORK — A New 
York City subway attack 
mimicking a scene from the 
. movie Money Train has 
unleashed a fresh tirade 
from U.S. conservatives 
against Hollywood’s por- 
trayal of violence in film. 

The latest onslaught came 
from Republican Senate 
leader and presidential con- 
tender Robert Dole who 
claimed the U.S. movie- 
making establishment in 
Hollywood must be held 
accountable for the real-life 
violence he said it has 
inspired. 

“There is no excuse for 
criminal behaviour ... but at 
the same time, those who 
weak in Hollywood’s corpo- 
rate suits must also be will- 
ing to accept their share of 
the blame,” Sen. Dole said 
in remarks to the Senate 
Monday. 

Harry Kaufman, a 50- 
y ear-old subway cleric was 
badly burned in the early 
hours Sunday when two 


men sprayed flammable liq- 
uid in his booth and ignited 
it. 

Tbe attack left Kaufman 
in critical condition at a 
New York City hospital 
with second- and third- 
degree bums over 80 per 
cent of his body. 

City officials, including 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, 
suggested at a news confer- 
ence Monday that the per- 
petrators may have staged a 
copycat attack after having 
seen tbe hit film Money 
Train currently showing in 
New Yoric. 

The Republican leadei. 
who has accused 
Hollywood of polluting 
American values with vio- 
lent films and rap music, 
called for a boycott of the 
movie. 

“For those in the enter- 
tainment industry who too 
often engage in pornogra- 
phy and violence as a way 
to sell movie tickets, it’s 
time for a serious soul- 
searching Sen. Dole said. 

Money Train, an action 
film starring Woody 


Harrelson and Wesley 
Snipes, features a number of 
scenes that were shot in the 
New York subway system. 

In the thriller, a sadistic 
pyromaniac named ‘Torch” 
twice sprays subway token 
clerks with gasoline, strikes 
a match and immolates 
them. 

New York Transit 
Authority official Kenneth 
Donohue said there had 
been nine such torchings 
over the past five years, one 
of which was fatal in 1988. 

His account contradicted 
comments from other city 
officials that the wave of 
torchings took place in the 
late 1980s and had since 
slopped. 

New York City Police 
Commissioner William 
Bratton said “it has been 
seven years since we have 
had an incident. It is a 
strong coincidence that 
within the last week, a 
movie opened in this city 
that has several scenes 
depicting this type of inci- 
dent" 

Columbia Pictures, which 


produced Money Train, said 
in a statement that il was 
“appalled and dismayed” by 
the attack but it did not 
address the parallels being 
drawn between the film and 
the real-life torching. 

Actors Harrelson and 
Snipes apparently felt that 
the public outrage was 
strong enough to warrant a 
response. 

“My prayers are with 
Harry Kaufman and bus 
family” said Snipes in a 
statement 

“1 feel terrible for Mr. 
Kaufman and his family. 
I'm sure the movie didn’t 
create the mentality of the 
men who perpetrated this 
crime, but still I feel 
remorseful and deeply sad- 
dened by what happened,” 
said Harrelson. 

Harrelson starred in the 
controversial movie about 
violence and the media 
titled Natural Born Killers 
which critics charged had 
inspired a teenager from 
Utah to kill his step mother 
and ’ half sister in October 
1994. 


British band overcomes critical broadsides 


By Dean Goodman 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — Bush is 
the band that can’t be 
stopped. Dodging critical 
broadsides from music 
industry hotshots, the 
British quartet has managed 
to sell two million copies of 
its debut alburn to a wide 
cross-section of fans. 

Beginning with Evety- 
thing Zen, three singles 
have enjoyed, massive U.S. 
radio airplay, with the most 
recent one, Comedown, 
spending two weeks atop 
billboard magazine’s mod- 
em rock chart The current 
single, the. string-laden bal- 
lad Glycerine, went to radio 
this month, almost a year 
after the album Sixteen 
Stone (Trauma/lnterscope), 
was released. Several more 
singles may follow, by 
which time the band will be 
in sessions for their next 
album with producer Steve 
Albini, tbe hardcore punk 
veteran. 


Through deft marketing 
and bard work. Bush has 
carved out a niche in tbe 
music industry. Their fast 
rise has provoked a pre- 
dictable backlash, with 
some critics saying they’re 
derivative, they’re corpo- 
rate grunge, they’ve got no 
credibility, no die- bard fan 
base. But such brickbats are 
a rite of passage in rock- 
'n’roll. 

“Obviously there’s going 
to be a faction that says, 
‘oh, I hate them because 
they’re successful’,” rea- 
sons Bush singer and gui- 
tarist Gavin Rossdale, 28, 
lolling time backstage 
before a recent concert here. 
“But judging where we 
came from and wbat we’ve 
done, maybe someone 
might say, ‘that's all right, 
it’s totally cool, they 
worked for it-’" 

And the numbers are on 
their side. The album is sit- 
ting comfortably in the top- 
40, having peaked at 17. 

The Bush recipe is decep- 


tively simple: start with 
some nifty tumes, add some 
grunge (first taking out the 
angst), some literary preten- 
sions and a dollop of British 
irony. 

But of course, even the 
most brilliant alburn can 
sink without trace if a band 
doesn’t tour incessantly in 
support of it This is very 
expensive, and in the last 
few years, British bands 
have decided it would be 
easier to conquer America 
by brandishing rave reviews 
from home instead of criss- 
crossing the continent in an 
old minivan. 

The road to rock'n’roll 
stardom is accordingly lit- 
tered with the corpses of 
bands such as Blur, Suede 
and the Stone roses who 
generated a buzz that did 
not translate into record 
sales. Even Oasis, who 
enjoyed some success last 
year, have seen their second 
album slide down the U.$. 
charts. 

But Bush, because they 


were unknown at home — 
and remain much more pop- 
ular in the United States 
than in Europe — had no 
choice but to start out from 
scratch. 

“What you have to be 
doing is playing all the 
clubs so all the people see 
us right close up and are 
coming up on stage and 
stage-diving,” Rossdale 
says. “We had 2-1/2 months 
of that crazy and every 
place we played was every 
place that every big band in 
America had played...” 

From there, Bush graduat- 
ed to music festivals and 
slightly bigger clubs, before 
doing a round of American 
theatres. The band won a 
broad-based following, 
ranging from teenagers to 
twentysomething fans. 

Rossdale formed the band, 
which comprises lead gui- 
tarist Nigel Pulsford, bass 
player Dave Parsons and 
drummer Robin Goodridge, 
two years ago in London. 
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Spaghetti sauce and pizza seen 
as anti-prostate cancer food 


By Paul Recer 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A Har- 
vard University study 

shows that men who eat at 
least 10 servings a week of 
tomato-based foods, includ- 
ing pizza and tomato sauce, 
are up to 43 per cent less 
likely to develop prostate 
cancer. 

A six-year study of the 
dietary habits of 47,000 
men found that pizza, 
spaghetti sauce and other 
foods rich in tomato sub- 
stantially lowered the risk 
of prostate cancer. 

A report on the study was 
published in the Journal of 
the National Cancer 

Institute. 

Dr. Edward Giovannucci, 
a researcher at the Harvard 
School of Public Health, 
said that tomato-based 

products and strawberries 
were the only foods of 46 


fruits and vegetables 
checked that seemed to 
have a protective effect 
against prostate cancer And 
the benefits of tomatoes 
came from several forms of 
the food: Sauce, juice, raw 
and even when cooked into 
p izza. 

He said men who had 10 
or more servings a week 
had a 43 per cent redaction 
in the rate of prostate can- 
cer, while those who ate 
only four to seven servings 
of the tomato-based food 
bad a 20 per cent reduction 
in the cancer. 

Spaghetti sauce was the 
most common tomato-based 
food eaten by the men in the 
study group. 

Dr. Giovannucci cau- 
tioned . that the findings 
should not be interpreted to 
mean that men should load 
up on tomato products. 
Nutrients in other foods 
may be protective against 


other types of cancers, said 
Dr. Giovannucci- 

The researcher said that 
tomatoes ate rich in an anti- 
oxidant called lycopene. 

In feet, tomatoes and 
tomato products accounted 
for almost 90 per cent of the 
lycopene in the diet of the 
men studied. 

Dr. Giovannucci said the 
study found that other nutri- 
ents. such as Beta Carotene 
and Vitamin A, had no 
effect on the rate of prostate 
cancer. However, be said, 
these nutrients may be pro- 
tective against other types 
of cancers as some research 
has suggested. 

The protective effects of 
tomatoes had been suggest- 
ed in some earlier studies. 
Dr. Giovannucci said that 
the research had found that 
prostate cancer was less 
common' in southern 
Mediterranean countries, 
such as Italy and Greece, 


where tomato-based foods 
are a major part of the diet 

In the new study. Dr. 
Giovannucci said that 
cooked tomato products 
seemed to be more protec- 
tive than either juice or raw 

tomatoes. 

It could be, be said, that 
when tomatoes are heated 
during cooking, the cells 
burst and release more 
lycopene. 

The study is based on 
dietary survey taken of 
47,000 males in the health 
professions between the 
ages of 40 and 75. 

At the end of the study, in 
1992, there were 812 cases 
of prostate cancer in the 
study group. The resear- 
chers then compared the 
dietary history of those who 
developed prostate cancer 
with those who did dol 


U.S. approves non-hormone drug 
for treatment of bone disorders 


By Paul Recer 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Osteoporosis, a brittle bone disorder 
affecting many millions of women, can be treated for the 
first time with a non-hormone drug. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
announced it is approving for market die drug Alendronate, 
usable by women unable to tolerate the hormone estrogen. 
The drug also can be used to treat Paget’s disease, another 
type of bone disorder. 

Studies of Alendronate show it can stop the loss of bone 
density and allow the body to grow healthy bone. 

Osteoporosis is a thi nnin g and weakening of bone that 
strikes about a third of all women after menopause. The dis- 
order hits about 25 million Americans, 80 per cent of the 
patients women past the age of menopause, said Sandra 
Raymond, a founding director of the National Osteoporosis 
Foundation. 

As many as eight million American women with a severe 
form of the disease experience spontaneous fractures, usu- 
ally of bones in the hack. Broken hips, legs and arms also 
arecotnmbiL ’ " 

The most common treatment for women with the disorder 
has been estrogen hormone replacement therapy, which 
thousands of women are unable to take because of various 
side effects. 

Alendronate is the first in a class of drags known as 
Bisphospbonates that work directly on bone without hor- 
mones. 

Dr. Ethel Siris, director of Osteoporosis Programmes at 
New York’s Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Centre, said 
-te blocks the action of excess osteoclasts, cells 


whose job is to dissolve worn-out bone. 

Normally, bone removed by osteoclasts is replaced quick- 
ly by other cells, the osteoblasts. But in post-menopausal 
women, Dr. Siris said, “osteoclasts go wild and resorb bone 
too rapidly.” Brittle bone results. 

Dr. Siris said Alendronate works by coating surplus osteo- 
clasts and suppressing their action. 

- Studies involving more than 1,800 women aged 41 to 85 
showed an increase of about eight per cent in spine and hip 
bone strength among those taking Alendronate. Patients in 
a comparison group taking a placebo had a decline in bone 
density of about 0.65 per cent 

The number of patients on Alendronate suffering spinal 
fractures was about half the number taking a placebo who 
suffered them, the studies showed. 

Alendronate is administered in pill form. The FDA said 
the drag should be taken each morning 30 to 60 minutes 
before eating. The agency also said patients should com- 
bine, the drag with exercise and a good diet that includes 
adequate Vitamin D and calcium. 

Side effects from the drug, generally mold, include nau- 
sea, heartburn, gas and abdominal pain. 

Alendronate also has been approved for the treatment of 
Paget’s disease, a much less widespread disorder that caus- 
es enlarged and deformed bones. Dr. Siris said studies in 
her clinic showed Alendronate controls an abnormal form 
of osteoclasts and “dramatically reduces the disease,” 
although the drug is not a cure. 
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HEY, MAC! 

By Chuck Deodene 


ACROSS. 




1 Animated 

33 Motorcycle 

63 Subsred wttl 

91 SchoM dance 

etagfcant 

eecessoiy 

opprasihm hem 

92 res newsman 

6 Datum 

35 Main (tool 

66 CmdwIacfcpM 

94 Syringe, lor short 

10 5pecWHea' 

38 The Salzburg 

67 Fussesow 

95 Loose «f*n 

15 Knell 

Cormecdanr 

onaseE 

96 Requests 

19 Dmtavye 

Bultw 

68-BkMUefceritar 

99 Polar cost 

20 Reeound 

43 Fiseura eeepege 

74 Fortify- 

lOi Gum nmhm 

21 Type of my or 

44 G knifes 

75 Seed coats 

102 Nofgnbar of Nev. 

WOtJU*, 

22 Actor Ken or 

45 NYc«y 

46 -HaN* 

76 Urgency 

77 Aft Banner 

104 Toadstool 
109 The Guns of 

actr&ra Lena 

49 Corp. bigwig 

79 Pm of "Wheel el 

Nasarend" author 

23 Mil Paul 

60 Nostrils 

Fortune" 

113 DcenesiNets 

McCartney 

61 Sound of 

83 knptomanl 

114 Hawaiian bird 

24 1983 Oeear 

(Ssoppokwiwnt 

8* Mtan pftysfcM. 

H5 Cetae soreeiw 

winner 

52 Ancient Asian 

Bruno 

116 Notganuna- nt*r. 

27 Admiral bt 

land 

85 Frontiersman 

117 Riwnkieni 

drug* 

63 TwUrts end turns 

Daniel 

116 Carbohydrate 

29 Bucks 

65 Game piece 

87 Altmalva 

■ufflses 

30 Ego-^naped 

56 Hand* 

88 Exaggerator"* 

119 Gone lo pot . 

31 k-jiMtog 

57 Coal with metal 

suffix 

120 Wandering 

.cundt 

58 Above, ir poesy 

89 Slender esBlna 

Marco 

32 Noggin 

80 Home Atone" star 

90 CedWfs "WMfhet' 

121 Dwart 

DOWN 
1 Unguent 

26 TOck fabric 

56 Treasure trove 

96 tmnegrara We 


s 'nw»— r 
(cSnvowai) 

3 TigNspot 

* ■Orcundrog Do/ 
ear 

5 Adam 

6 Song or dug 
add-on 

7 Baton 

B Greek teflor 

9 Pottart 

ID Order of business 

11 Gomadton n e 

Martha 

12 TV maid 

13 Drs'org 

14 Pouch 

15 Baker, output 

16 Potat-mlalad 

17 1492 jrtp 

19 Shm* cantempl 
23 fftsi earth* 


36 Wen 

32 Montana capital 

33 Underhanded 

34 — «wart 
•(immadtaMyl 

35 hUflude 

36 Approach Ore 
runway 

37 Had 

39 Ton 

40 Ananakn Siadfcm 
tooibaHer 

41 Roof maters! 

42 Actress Uassey 

46 SaHttfy. uwa 

47 — ntmd 

lobeeqi*ously} 

48 Prayer anders 
61 Porridge 

52 5irimaiJ 
suponnodel 
64 Appears 


Diagramless, 17 x 17 

By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Crafts' partner 
S Spanish house 
9 Wagon 

10 Barnono 

11 — Md error 

13 Side road* 

14 Vendor 

16 Feed the «ty 

17 Careen', 

Miceaaaer 

IB Erolodve Wdsta 

19 Baby carriage, far 
won 

DOWN 

1 Pfaysarcm 

2 Unusual 

3 Word lead tn 
dafcft tlguroa 

4 Far ton original 

5 Sing a certain 
way 

5 ■— MWwwrin" 

7 9-hSeamo- 

6 Commensals 
10 Concerted 


23 Japanese sash 
25 Lethargic 

28 Unaccompanied 

29 Paid atfuela 

30 New s * o ma n 
Sawyer 

31 Mann and 
Jonas 

32 UoM tram 

33 VefyFr. 

34 Burro, 

35 P-cfcuetha 


12 GoMOn of 
penttenca 
ISCfUCdbr 
18 Prong 

20 Dinner ennm 

21 —el Clowe 
K Oteonfariy 

accufluuaori 

23 Choose 

24 BBdnf up 

26 Gam or Moreno 


69 vttarrin amt. 

61 Saguaraa 

62 Tax pm, lor wort 
M Emuteia Kerrigan 

64 Neoohylo, 

65 "Tha Wistatand" 
POM 

69 Household 
«wgay 

70 Swgaonte beam 

71 Plus 

72 Sqwmri mock, 

73 Weeper of myth 
76 "Defeated to the 

— Lowr 
90 Twelve paere 

B1 Surmounting 

92 -ubs 
W Cartoon* 
Goldberg 
85 Fancy Orw 


36 Sacrst masting 
40 Character in -me 
TempeW 

42 Terms' Nuiasf 
44 Vefuda far htro 
47 Lunch end dinner 
46 Waterway 
SO Crums metal 
61 Gay — 

52 Tha — ComaW 
84 Keep alter uua* 

55 Gamin 

European 


2 7 Haw a say In 

28 'An apple — 

35 Crown 

36 Bearing 

37 UWmstun word 
70 Packet paper 

40 BactrfeaJ tans, for 
short 

41 Tme-lt>4lla 

43 Fray edging 

44 Gtoaruup 


89 Aeeutna a, hue 
BO Elementary 
92 Washes oil auds 
03 ASUXSJOn 
B5 FeecW leader. 
WWtt 

96 OtyondM Rnone 

97 Orono", Hale 
100 Mchoel ol larmfci 

102 Rock? Motley — 

103 Within 

104 DatyOekiwty 

105 "Do — ahare_' 

106 ChenaM Hahn 

107 Utah t*y 

tt» A b — f dessert 
choice) 

110 Bmowtis. 
oMermaly 

111 Pkare 

112 Funnyman 
Pumps 


SeSmtan 

57 Loch — mwatar 

59 Alan or Robert 

61 Oumsy. imeouBi 
fetor 

64 Non 

65 Card gams 

66 Gar home 
“toy 

67 FBI agent 

68 KaWoUtate Hale 
ahbr 

e» Watered 


45 Haw taring 

46 Play rte nary, 
og. 

49 AtSd — Syne 
S3 Approach 
58 Decorate 
56 Httftud 
60 During bUd 
82 Actor Short 
S3 Acum Daly 
84 Foal plana 



SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


Haaaoonnna uuaua □□□□□ 
• OaaO QODU0DQQQ 
ouiiu ananQ_oQca 

_ ^ _ , rif.i§ 

CDDQ DDOQ ■ £mO afirUUQ 
003 QanoaDQoaa aaaaa 
□gnanaa Qaoaa oegdo 
□□□□□ □□□□□ nanao 

a neatroanoH oooatioa 

;iq" 

oaao 

□ □ED _ _ 

oao ddcjo DwdOD oaaann 
naan aaaao auua 
SEcuoanaRBiHi nonu ncraj 
Oauoo GoSuu aaaaaDOBD 
a cjnpo soap oeqd 
■ oaoB 05u5 □□□□ 


nnnnri 
rmnnnrt 
nnmnran 
fiDnnra. rtiRnn 
□nrra ngrcnn nranna 
nrntn nacrann nonp 
OQnfT,rro □nmnnnrcQ 
aenn dqqhq 
'n-rtirann rtnnn 
BNRnin EDanm 
QQrsn onroin 
niinnn satin 
nnoagnan nsnann 
nnnn anaemia ana 
naanra rannnn nroran 
aanraa aoara nmi® 
maanra na.r^nan 

nrann nnnann 

ana nanan 


L»il Week*, CryployriB, 

I. My camipeadeiti appreciate my correapea deuce more if 
I don't reapood too foot. 

Z. Hoar Id ft load hard rock mutate, claaaicai eompoaer might 
not keep hia eempoaure. 

3. Cook got bad born on bla finger aa he pot it on top of red- 
hot crock pot. 

4. Scientist discovers that trailer homee. lined in an array, 
become very big tornado magnet*. 

CRYPTOGRAMS ^ 

I.0BTZWE LDJADV ACWWg ED8TH 0DE'S 
UHVCTAK AXHA ASCE EXDBVl JSA XZT 
QRdR AD DTC UH JR DB JHYLE JZMHVCAACK 
B LBS. — By Earl Ireland 

». JEEP PBRCXH VILBE3 DNBB: CUM RED CE 

YZM “3 tiEEZT* E U -EL-EL" 8LTBB 
ZUZ IGTITBJ EH MENU ZXQTBBG. 

— By Doane EL HcGogy 

3. YUYAZGSLZ BU B W E Y C Y DM WORE CYKM 

□ WINEE BUYABOYKIYL GZ ISAY HO BE 
HINKY DBINKT. — By Ed Haddlaaon 

4. WBUUPLUS RTNB ID TROWS. NICHTGLOMPNG 
IPWflfl SGLTUUTNNSE BOWS BISS. 

— By Prank N. Stein 


Prenatal bone marrow 
transplant logs breakthrough 


By Jeanne Sather 
Reuter 

SEATTLE — A Detroit research team has successfully 
transplanted bone mairow to a foetus, defusing an inherited 
genetic disorder that would have killed the child before his 
second birthday, doctors said Sunday. ■ 

Dr. Alan Rake, who led the team, said the procedure was 
the first “unequivocally successful” attempt at prenatal 
marrow transplant — a breakthrough that could lead to new 
treatments for such hereditary diseases such as sickle cell 
anaemia and thalassemia. 

Dr. Rake’s patient is now healthy at five months of age, 
despite a prenatal diagnosis of X-linked recessive sevefo 
combined immunodeficiency or X-SCID, the doctor told 
the annual meeting of the American Society of 
Hematology. 

X-SCID is an inherited disease of the immune system that 
leaves its victims without adequate numbers of the cells that 
protect against disease and infection. It occurs only in boys 
and is carried by their mothers on the X chromosome. 

A relatively rare disease, X-SCID occurs in between one 
in 10,000 births and one in 100,000 births. But Dr. Rake 
said his new procedure could also be used to fight much 
more common liereditaxy diseases such as sickle cell 
anae mia 

The usual treatment for X-SCID is a bone marrow trans- 


plant as soon as possible after birth, using bone marrow 
from a sibling or parent. But only about ball of the patients 
who receive this treatment survive. Dr. Rake said. 

‘They can die of infection before the transplant take 
effect, or it may fail — the graft doesn’t take," he said. A 
sibling dooor is the best match, but a sibling is available for 
wily 10 per cent to 20 per cent of the patients with X-SCID, 
be saicL 

Advantages of the new 'prenatal transplant procedure 
include the fact that the immature foetal immune system 
will not reject the transplanted cells, even if they are not tis- 
sue matched. The transplanted cells also have room to grab: 
with foetus’ young bone tissue without using chemotherapy 
or radiation treatment to kill existing cells, as in traditional 
transplants. 

And the womb, being sterile, protects the unborn child 
from infection until the transplant has taken. Tt gives six 
months of protective isolation, allowing time for the 
imm une system to kick in,” Dr. Flake said. 

The procedure involves three injections of bone marrow 
into the foetus’s abdominal cavity using ultrasound guid- 
ance, and there is a risk of miscarriage. Dr. Rake said He 
estimated the risk of miscarriage at 1 per cent per injection, 
or 3 per cent in total for the procedure. 

Dr. Rake is director of foetal surgery at Detroit's 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan, where the operation was 
performed. 


Portugal has highest TB rate in W. Europe 


By David Brough 
Reuter 

LISBON — Portugal has 
the highest rate of tubercu- 
losis (TB) in Western 
Europe and doctors lace a 
long battle into the next 
century to catch up with 
more developed countries in 
the war against the disease. 

The AIDS epidemic, 
poverty and an influx of 
immi grants from former 
colonies in Africa, the conti- 
nent that suffers most from 
tuberculosis, have encour- 
aged the spread of die dis- 
ease in Portugal, doctors 
say. 

Tt will be 10 to 15 years 
before we catch up with 
other West European coun- 
tries because we have seri- 
ous problems with drug 
addiction and AIDS,” said 
Ramiro Avila, president of 
the National Commission 
for foe Rgbt Against 
Tuberculosis. 

Portugal has about 55 
cases of tuberculosis per 
100,000 people, more than 
three times the average in 
the European Union. 


In 1993, the latest year for 
which government figures 
are available, Portugal 
reported 5.447 tuberculosis 
sufferers, including 4,885 
new cases. 

Dr. Avila believes foe real 
figures are much higher 
because of inefficiencies in 
collecting statistics and foe 
unwillingness of illegal 
immigrants who have foe 
disease to go to health cen- 
tres. 

Tuberculosis is a highly 
contagious pulmonary dis- 
ease caused by bacteria that 
spread through foe air. It is 
usually fatal if untreated. 
Symptoms may include 
breathing problems, cough- 
ing blood, fever and fatigue. 

A cocktail of antibiotics 
taken by patients over at 
least six months should cure 
tuberculosis, but the battle 
against the disease has been 
hampered by bacteria that ; 
resist the drugs.’ 

Tuberculosis is most com- 
mon in the cities of Lisbon, 
Oporto and Setubal, which 
account for about half the 
national total. 

The emergence of AIDS 


(acquired immune deficien- 
cy syndrome) in foe 1980s 
increased the spread of 
tuberculosis because AIDS 
destroys victims’ immune 
systems making them sus- 
ceptible to various illnesses. 

“The problem of AIDS is 
the greatest challenge fac- 
ing tuberculosis today,” said 
Jaime Pina, a tuberculosis 
specialist at Pulido Valente 
Hospital in Lisbon. 

“We are preparing for a 
new wave of tuberculosis 
cases caused by AIDS.” be 
said. 

The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has 
forecast that this year 
740,000 tuberculosis cases 
worldwide will be caused 
by AIDS and will doable to 
1.4 million in the next five 
years. 

Some 900 tuberculosis 
cases in Portugal were 
caused by AIDS out of a 
total of some 2.500 AIDS' 
cases reported in the coun- 
try so far. Dr. Pina said. In 
1994 more than half of 
those ill with AIDS in 
Portugal had tuberculosis, 
he added. 


U.S. approves non-hormone drug 
for treatment of bone disorders 


By Paul Recer 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Osteoporosis, a brittle bone disorder 
affecting many millions of women, can be treated for the 
first time with a non-hormone drag. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
announced it is approving for market the drug Alendronate, 
usable by women unable to tolerate the hormone estrogen. 
The drug also can be used to treat Paget's disease, another 
type of bone disorder. 

Studies of Alendronate show it can stop the loss of bone 
density and allow foe body to grow healthy bone. 

Osteoporosis is a thinning and weakening of bone that 
strikes about a third of all women after menopause. The dis- 
order hits about 25 million Americans. 80 per cent of foe 
patients women past the age of menopause, said Sandra 
Raymond, a founding director of the National Osteoporosis 
Foundation. 

As many as eight million American women with a severe 
form of foe disease experience spontaneous fractures, usu- 
ally of bones in the back. Broken hips, legs and arms also 
are common. 

The most common treatment for women with foe disorder 
has been estrogen hormone replacement therapy., which 
thousands of women are unable to take because of various 
side effects. 

Alendronate is foe first in a class of drugs known as 
Bisphosphonates that work directly on bone without hor- 
mones. 

Dl Ethel Siris, director of osteoporosis programmes at 


Dread disease 
nearly eradicated 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A disease caused by contaminat- 
ed drinking water has been virtually wiped out after crip- 
pling millions over the centuries in Africa and South Asia, 
a State Department gathering was told 
Former President Jimmy Carter joined officials from sev- 
eral international assistance groups to proclaim 97 per cent 
eradication of guinea worm disease in 16 African countries 
as well as India. Pakistan and Yemen. 

”T’s one of the historic achievements in the: field of 
human health,” Mr. Carter said. 

The disease occurs when people drink water with micro- 
scopic guinea worm larvae that migrate through the body. 

A year later, mature worms up to three feet long emerge 1 
through painful blisters, sometimes causing permanent 
scarring and crippling similar to polio. 

■The disease has been controlled through a chemical that 
purifies contaminated water. Alternatively, foe larvae can 
be screened out through foe. use of a filter cloth. 

The Carter Centre in Atlanta, which the former president 1 
beads, took an inventory and discovered 35 million cases 1 
in 1986. Mr. Carter told foe gathering there are now fewer 
than 100,000 cases. 


New York’s Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Centre, said 
AJendrooate blocks the action of excess osteoclasts, cells 
whose job is to dissolve worn-out bone. 

Normally, bone removed by osteoclasts is replaced quick- 
ly by other cells, foe osteoblasts. But in post-menopausal 
women, Dn Siris said, “osteoclasts go wild and resorb bone 
too rapidly.” Brittle bone results. 

Dr. Siris said Alendronate works by coating surplus osteo- 
clasts and suppressing their action. 

Studies involving more than 1,800 women aged 41 to 85 
showed an increase of about eight per cent in spine usd hip 
bone strength among those taking Alendronate. Patients in 
a comparison group taking a placebo had a decline in bone 
density of about 0.65 per cent 

The number of patients on Alendronate suffering spinal 
fractures was about half the number taldng a placebo who 
suffered them, foe studies showed. 

Alendronate is administered in pill form. The FDA said 
the drug should be taken each morning 30 to 60 minutes 
before eating. The agency also said patients should com- 
bine the drug with exercise and a good diet that includes 
adequate vitamin d and calcium. 

Side effects from the drug, generally mild, include nau- 
sea, heartburn, gas and abdominal pain. 

Alendronate also has been approved for the treatment of 
Paget’s disease, a much less widespread disorder that caus- 
es enlarged and deformed bones. Dr. Siris said studies in 
her clinic showed Alendronate controls an abnormal form 
of osteoclasts and “dramatically reduces the disease,” 
although the drug is not a cure. 


ANSWERS 


BANE OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Jackal. 

2. Tutsi (also known as Watutsi, Batutsi, 
Watussi, herdsmen of Rwanda and Bunindi, 
Central Africa). 

3. Meissen. 

4. Pike ' 

5. San Sebastian. 

6. Sandwich Islands. (Discovered in 1778 and 
named after the 4th Ear! of Sandwich). 


****** 




Dr. Pina said the spread of 
AIDS had encouraged drug 
companies to boost research 
into new antibiotics, espe- 
cially since tuberculosis 
bacteria can resist drugs. 

In September the National 
Commission for foe Rgbt 
Against Tuberculosis pub- 
lished a strategy to combat 
the disease in Portugal, 
including improving statis- 
tical records, prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment and 
evaluation of patients. 

The programme encour- 
ages health authorities to 
improve environmental 
controls in hospitals, pris- 
ons and homes for the elder- 
ly where tuberculosis bacte- 
ria can be transmitted easily. 

Tn Portugal we do not 
lade .material or human 
^sources tCj fight tuberculo- 
sis,” Dr. AvjUa said. 

Tt is a question of organi- 
sation. We have to create 
diagnostic and treatment 
centres, which will improve 
the flow of information 
about the disease.” 
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Europarliament 

c ^ 0 ,„okays Turkey deal 
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5 TRASBOURGH (Agen- 
,zjes)— The European Parlia- 
„ av. ''' :r ;v Dent voted on Wednesday to 


European Parliament for 
approving the cost deal and 
said the accord would help 


‘1 a customs union tinting her country make prowess in 
^ . cbe European Union (EU) human rights and the eco- 



■ * '^onid Turkey go ahead, but 
• : > 7' ' { aV-!irade dear it did so reluctant- 

\v 

- “The European Parlia- 
. ""'Snent... has given its assent,” 

• »arUament President Klaus 

: ^r'i\^aensch said after a vote in 
. - which 343 deputies voted in 

* •■‘\;avour, 149 against and 36 

’ - * ;•» < t / ^stained. 

^ J Before the vote, European 
< v : .^>arliainent . members indi- 
. _ '* r 'ated many bad voted in 
‘ avoor because they felt to 

. . '-.eject Ankara would be to set 

-.^3 riack Turkish moves on hu- 
' ■ tr-.-mn rights and democracy. 

7 - .‘V Socialist group President 

-'v/auline Green said many 
^ ‘ ‘-’t (i^'/efe voting “with sorrow, 

- - tr p' fith heavy hearts and with- 

- - . enthusiasm.” 

fi. Many deputies, who had 
' T -- ireatened to veto or post- 

? ooe the accord in disapprov- 
‘ <: >1 of Ankara's human rights 
scord, straggled with their 
^sciences ahead of the 

jate. 

/( But at the end of the day 
le risks of shutting out Tur- 
" . were seen as greater. 

4 .’^ “Apart from Greece and. 

rael, Turkey is the only 
•' .-niocratic country in the 
-- ^: :as tem region of the 
• -is Mediterranean. Turkey is a 
-- , -o 'ATO partner with a market 
!- • : v. r “‘.»iioiny and a secular tradi- 
- ..." '""■■an in an nnstable part of the 
7 ; c orid, r ’ liberal leader Gijs de 
' "] ‘ *- 5 ?, ries told the assembly 
lead (rf the vote. 

1 ..,, *’ “Even if Turkey is on the 
ITs borders, it is part of a 
“ : complex region. I’m 

~ :i - : - linking of countries like 
^-an, Afghanistan, Syria and ■ 
_ -..'list of former Soviet repub- 
. ..js'* leader of the European 

. ' '' ropie’s Party Wilfried Mar- 
-ns said. 

r-Many deputies still voted 
-;amst die deal on human 
-7|hts grounds. 

French Deputy Jack Lang 

* ■" id in a statement his consd- 
- - r - ^ce would not allow trim to 

• ite in favour. 

“I think that a Europe of 
. 7.unan rights should not coo- . 
ide an economic accord 
■- L th a regime of regression 
- ~:--d repression,” he said. ‘ 

• Her lobbying trips success- - 
.• -I, Turkish Prime Minister 

” 7 ... uisu Ciller thanked the 


eco- 
nomy. 

President Suleiman De- 
mirel also hailed the pact 
with the European Union as 
a “historical step in Turkisb- 
European relations.” 

But random, “man-in-the 
street,” interviews indicated 
some Turks were sceptical 
about what benefits the pact 
might bring to their everyday 
lives. 

_ The customs union, to be- 
gin Jan. 1 , gives Turkey the 
closest links with the EU 
short of membership by 
knocking down trade barriers 
in all fields except agricultu- 
ral products and steel. 

Ms.. Ciller linked her 
reelection campaign with the 
customs union, arguing that 
Turkish integration with the 
West would .discourage the 
rise of Turkey’s pro-Islamic 
party in parliamentary elec- 
tions later this month. 

The European Parliament ■ 
.has made a separate resolu- 
tion which called for Turkey 
to make human rights re- 
forms and solve the Kurdish 
issue without violence. The 
Turkish government has been 
at war with Kurdish guerri llas 
in the southeast since 1984. 

Mr. Demirel and Ms. Cil- 
ler did not refer to the resolu- 
tion. 

“We -thank the European 
Parliament for the approval 
despite all the anti-turtish 
propaganda,” Ms. Ciller 
said. 

“Our goal is to cany our 
country to the most advanced 
level in Europe in every 
field... including democracy, 
human rights, economy and 
.social life,” she added. 

Turkey’s state television, 
which broadcast the Euro- 
pean Parliament’s debate, cut 
away from the programme 
when deputies mentioned the 
human rights - and Kurdish - 
problems. 

In the long-term, a customs 
union could boost production 
and bring new jobs with the 
rise of foreign investments in 
Turkey. The quality, and 
choice of consumer goods 
should also improve. 

But .the short-term effects 
are expected to be painful for 
Turkey. . 


Premier rejects criticism 


(Continued from page 1) 

deputies I said that the court 
would be formed of civil 
judges” 

The State Security Court is 
now formed of three military 
judges. The prime minister or 
the prosecutors's office has 
the power to redesignate 
judges, military or civil or 
both. The number of judges 
ranges between three and 
five. 

Jawad Yunis, Mr. 
Shbeilat’s lawyer, said he 
hoped that the case would 
not be referred to court. 
However, he claimed that 
there was procrastination in 
the investigation process to 
“force Mr. Shbeilat to con- 
fess to a crime he did not 
commit.” 

Mr. Yunis said be filed an 
application for bail for Mr. 
Shbeilat on Wednesday bnt it 
was not approved or denied. 

Nine opposition parties 
protested the detention of 


Mr. Shbeilat and called for 
his immediate release saying 
he was “a prisoner of consci- 
ence.” In a statement issued 
on Wednesday, the parties 
described the detention as a 
violation of the “normal legal 
procedures.” 

The statement linked Mr. 
Shbeilat’s case with a case 
filed this week against the 
Jordan People’s Democratic 
Party charging it with having 
links with a foreign group. It 
was also linked with the gov- 
ernment’s intention to intro- 
duce amendments to the 
Press and Publications Law 
that will give the government 
the power to dose down 
newspapers and imprison 
journalists if they violated the 
law. 

“Resorting to dialogue and 
referring to the Constitution 
ensure a democratic life and 
political stability,” the state- 
ment said. “We, as opposi- 
tion parties, are with demo- 
cracy, stability and the rale of 
the law." 


Iran faces tougher U.S. sanctions 


(Continued from page I) 

go to the fell Senate for a 
vote as. is and will be 
approved. 

“The current measure co- 
sponsored by Democratic 
Senator Paul Sarbanes — 
who consulted with the White 
House — scales down the 
number of sanctions that 
could be imposed. 

Washington has tried un- 
successfully to line up Euro- 
pean support for the block- 
ade. The Senate bill would 
target foreign as well as 
domestic firms that supply 
equipment, services or finan- 
cial support for Iran's oil 
sector. 

- Under the legislation, Mr. 
Clinton could strike at the 
financial hacking of com- 
panies dealing with Iran by 
threatening potential lenders 
with a cut toff in Federal Re- 
serve funds. 

Other potential sanctions 
include the denial of assist- 
ance from the Export-Import 
Bank and bans on exports of 
oflendiqg U.S. companies. 

“We can wait no longer. 
We must put real teeth in our 
policy,” Mr. D’AnuUo said, 
adding that the sanctions 
would end once the Iranians 
show they “want to come into 
the community of nations, 
work with ns, live with us in 


peace. 

Responding to the vote, 
Iranian deputy foreign minis- 
ter Abbas Maleki told a 
Tehran press conference that 
increased sanctions “will 
have no long term impact" on 
Iran. 

“The vote shows that the 
U.S. policy of hostility 
against Iran is getting tougher ' 
and becoming more perma- 
nent,” he said, adding that 
the Iranian leaders would 
“have to take the appropriate 
measures to counter this poli- 
cy.’' 

The French oil company 
Total, which signed a $600 
million contract with Iran in 
July to develop the offshore 
Sirri oil fields in the Gulf, 
recently said there was no 
legal basis for U.S. sanctions 
on its business dealings with 
Tehran. 

The legislation gives the 
U.S. president four options 
for penalising foreign com- 
panies. 

He conld bar U.S. Export- 
Import Bank assistance to a 
targeted company, ban ex- 
ports of U.S. equipment to 
teat company, block loans of 
more; than $10 million a year 
by U.S..-.banks. to .the com- 
pany or restrict foreign finan- 
cial institutions involved in 
Iran’s oil sector , from dealing 
in U.S. government secur- 
ities. 


Bosnia agreement to be signed today 


(Continued from page 1) 


had been made to the Serbs 
to win their release — France 
had simply threatened Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic with the reimposi- 
tion of U.N. trade sanctions. 
Mr. Milosevic was the first of 
the key ex-Yugoslav leaders 
to arrive in Paris on Wednes- 
day. 

The agreement, reached 
after marathon talks in Day- 
ton, will split Bosnia almost 
equally between Serbs and a 
Muslim-Croat alliance under 
a loose central government. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac will host Thursday’s 


full-pomp signing ceremony 
with SO states and Interna- 
tional organisations at his 
Elysee presidential palace in 
Paris. 

But with roads into the 
French capital blocked by 
long-running transport 
strikes, Wednesday’s meet- 
ings were moved to the abbey 
near Paris’s Roissy airport. 

The ministers discusse d the 
Islamic World’s role in ensur- 
ing that peace sticks, both by 
contributing to the 60,000 
strong NATO-led peace 
force and helping pay for 
rebuilding Bosnia. 


French officials said the 
presence in Bosnia of hun- 
dreds of Foreign Muslim 
fighters, some from Iran, 
could also be an issue. Bos- 
nia’s Muslim-led government 
had pledged they will leave 
since the accord requires all 
foreign forces to go within 30 
days. 

In Washington, the U.S. 
Senate on Wednesday re- 
jected a proposal that would 
have blocked the dispatch of 
U.S. troops to Bosnia, clear- 
ing the way for votes ex- 
pected to express grudging 
support for the deployment. 

Urged by President Bill 
Clinton to rally behind the 


Bosnia peace operation, the 
Senate rejected the negative 
measure and headed for 
votes later in the day on 
resolutions explicitly if reluc- 
tantly supporting the troops 
involved. 

The defeated measure 
would have prohibited the 
dispatch of military 
peacekeepers to Bosnia un- 
less Congress approved the 
funding for it. It was passed 
by the House of Representa- 
tives, where opposition to the 
.mission is stronger, last 
month, although Mr. Clinton 
would surely have vetoed the 
measure had the Senate 
approved it. 


Israel and Syria raise hopes for accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

completing the “comprehen- 
sive peace” in the Middle 
East that all sides say they 
want. 

One factor in the equation 
is Israel’s next elections, due 
by October. Mr. Peres is an 
even more vigorous advocate 
of peace than was his prede- 
cessor Yitzhak Rabin but has 
less of a reputation among 
the Israeli public as a cham- 
pion of Israel’s security. 

Mr. Peres is offering to 
withdraw Israeli troops from 
South Lebanon in hopes of 
breaking the ice between 
Israel and Syria and paving 
the way to peace treaties with 
both northern neighbours, 
reports said. 

Such a move, which Mr. 
Peres reportedly proposed to 
President Clinton, would imp- 
ly Israeli recognition of the 
Syrian role in Lebanon, 
where Damascus keeps some 
40,000 troops. 

Maariv also quoted Israeli 
government sources as saying 
Saudi Arabia has indicated it 
would make peace with Israel 
as soon as Syria signed a 
treaty with the Jewish state. 

That report could not be 
immediately confirmed but it 
was in line with Peres' new 
sweeping vision of an Israeli- 
Syrian peace that also 
embraces most of the Arab 
World and in effect ends the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Speaking during a stopover 
in Morocco on the way bade 
from Washington, Mr; Peres 
said Wednesday that he was 
convinced “with every fiber 
of my being” that Israel and 
Syria would reach peace. 


“The doubt I have is 
whether it will take one year 
or three,” he said in com- 
ments broadcast on Israel’s 
army radio. 

The Haaretz daily said Mr. 
Peres offered to recognise 
Syria's de facto role in Leba- 
non and withraw Israeli 
troops from an enclave in 
South Lebanon in exchange 
for a' promise the area would 
not be used to launch attacks 
on the Jewish state. 

Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi said Wednesday his 
country would not reopen 
talks with Israel until it re- 
ceived a timetable for an 
Israeli troop pullout. 

“Lebanon and Syria want 
details. We want issues to be 
clear. The trouble has always 
been in the details,” Mx. 
Hrawi was quoted as saying 
by Lebanon's National News 
Agency. 

Lebanese Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern, a dose 
Syrian ally, said if Mr. Peres 
was sincere about peace, he 
would translate his offer into 
practical steps to defuse ten- 
sion in South Lebanon. 

A senior Syrian official 
said in Damascus that Mr. 
Peres peace goals were wel- 
come but that Israel must say 
it is willing to withdraw en- 
tirely from the Golan 
Heights. 

Israel’s Jerusalem Post 
newspaper, quoting officials 
in the U.S. Administration, 
said Mr. Christopher would 
offer Syria four negotiating 
formats, inducting a summit ■ 
of die style used to forge 
peace between Israel and 
Egypt at Camp David in 


1978. 

Meeting over several days 
at the U.S. presidential re- 
treat in Camp David, Mary- 
land, in 1978, the leaders of 
Egypt, Israel and the United 
States broke a stale mare in 
peace talks, hammering out 
interim accords that led to a 
treaty in 1979. 

Syrian Government-run 
newspapers were unusually 
upbeat Wednesday about 
Mr. Peres call, in a speech to 
Congress, to Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad to mutually 
make “demanding decisions” 
en route to peace. 

The Tishrin daily described 
Mr. Peres’ speech as “posi- 


tive and worthy of atten- 
tion.” Al Baath said it “re- 
kindled hopes” for reviving 
the stalled Syrian-Israeli 
talks. 

Tishrin said: “Peres has 
announced really important 
and positive proposals show- 
ing the prime minister has 
taken a great forward which 
will ensure a better atmos- 
phere to advance the region 
towards an era of peace and 
progress. 

“The peace process, which 
has suffered several crises in 
the past four years, is cur- 
rently moving into a new 
stage,” the paper said. 


Christopher due here next week 


(Continued from page 1) 
raised by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon pexes in his meet- 
ing with President Bill Clin- 
ton at the White House on 
Monday. 

Several senior American 
military offidals visited Jor- 
dan over the past months, 
and it is generally expected 
that the issue of U.S. assist- 
ance to Jordan's Armed 
Forces has reached an adv- 
anced stage although precise 
■details are not available. 

Mr. Christopher's meeting 
with Mr. Arafat will take 
place Saturday in the auton- 
omous West Bank town of 
Jericho, Arafat spokesman 
Nabil Abu Irdemeh said. 

They will discuss (Israel's) 
redeployment- from Palesti- 
nian dries (and) the role of 
the United States in support- 
ing the Palestinian- people 
politically and economical- 
ly,” be added. 


In Washington, Mr. Peres 
said Tuesday he had asked 
members of the U.S. Con- 
gress to put aside their squab- 
bles over foreign aid to allow 
for rapid passage of a bill 
granting aid to the Palesti- 
nians. 

“I put, in the strongest 
terms, the need to support 
the Palestinian cause,” Mr. 
Peres told a news conference 
here, adding: “It is important 
for peace.” 

The House of Representa- 
tives last month approved the 
Middle East Peace Facilita- 
tion Act; which allows for 
about $500 million in aid over 
five years to Palestinian self- 
government authorities. 

But the measure contained 
in a sweeping foreign aid 
authorisation bill has been 
bogged down in negotiations 
between the Senate and the 
House over a separate debate 
on abortion. 


none d| 
disorde 
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Arab countries 
joining ambitious 
stocks project 


Bank of England cuts interest rate 


ABU DHABI (AFP.) — Two 
more Arab states have joined 
an ambitious stocks project 
set up by the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF) to link regional 
bourses and encourage cross- 
border investment, operators 
said Wednesday. 

Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
have been linked to die com- 
puterised stocks database 
along with six other Arab 
nations. AFM chairman, Jas- 
sim A1 Manai, said. 

“Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
have just joined the database 
network while there are con- 
tacts with other members to 
link them," Mr. Manai said 
in a statement after a meeting 
of the AMF board at its Abu 
Dhabi headquarters. 

The network was estab- 
lished four years ago to link 
stock markets in Arab coun- 
tries as part of the AMF* s 
drive to develop regional 
bourses and encourage re- 
forms to tackle economic 
problems, including slow 
growth rates, debt, inflation, 
and deficits in the budget and 
balances of payments. 

The network, set up with 
help from the World Bank's 
International Finance Cor- 
poration, gathers information 
about share moves, prices, 
supply and demand, perform- 
ance of trading institutions 
and other economic indica- 
tors and distribute them to all 
linked stock exchanges. 

It also distributes periodic- 
al analyses of each exchange 
and data on economic indica- 
tors in member states. 

The other six members that 
have been linked to the base 
over the past two years areq 
Jordan, Tunisia. Morocco. 


Bahrain, Oman and Kuwait. 

The AMF, the Arab 
League's main financial orga- 
nisation. has urged member 
states without official ex- 
changes to open floors so 
they will be linked to the 
network and attract invest- 
ment needed to revive their 
sluggish economies. 

More than 2,500 banks and 
companies trade their shares 
in the Arab World but most 
of the markets have remained 
dull as dealing is generally 
confined to nationals and 
traders tend for long-term 
investment to ensure fixed 
income. 

In a recent study, the AMF 
said development of regional 
bourses was essential for 
attracting part of the overseas 
Arab investments, estimated 
at between S600 billion and 
SS00 billion. They are con- 
centrated in the West in bank 
deposits; real estate and 
bonds and equities. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
oil superpower, does not 
have a formal stock exchange 
as it was shut down nearly 
eight years ago following loc- 
al Islamic opposition. But 
share-dealing in the con- 
servative kingdom is con- 
ducted through the most 
sophisticated bank network 
in the region and turnover is 
the highest. 

The AMF, a regional IMF- 
style institution, is involved 
in another project to set up a 
data network to provide in- 
formation on regional mar- 
kets to boost flagging inter- 
Arab trade, which does not 
exceed 10 per cent of total 
trade. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Bank of England cut in- 
terest rates Wednesday for 
the first time in nearly two 
years in a move aimed at 
boosting flagging economic 
growth in Britain. 

The bank announced a 
quarter point cut in its base 
lending rate from 6.75 per 
cent to 6.5 per cent, after 
the monthly meeting oh 
monetary policy between 
Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Kenneth Clarke and 
Bank of England Governor 
Eddie George. 

Mr. Clarke told a news 
conference that be and Mr. 
George bad agreed that the 
quarter point reduction in 
interest rates was a “sensi- 
ble and prudent move," 
adding that future changes 
in rates were likely to be 
made in “small steps.'’ 

Interest rates had been 
held firmly at 6.75 per cent 
since February this year af- 
ter three consecutive rate 
rises aimed at stamping out 


inflationary pressures. 

■ The chancellor said that 
the weakness of sterling 
and strong money supply 
argued against a larger cut. 

And be added that fi- 
gures released earlier 
Wednesday showing 20,000 
decline in November's un- 
employment total to a four- 
year low, coupled with 
strong retail sales, con- 
vinced him the smaller cut 
was sufficient for die eco- 
nomy. 

City financiers had 
argued that without lower 
borrowing costs, Mr. 
Clarke would be unable to 
achieve the three per cent 
GDP growth in 1996 fore- 
cast in his 1996-97 budget. 

. After powerful export- 
driven GDP growth of 4.0 
per cent in 1994, British 
economic expansion 
slowed to 2.1 per cent by 
the third quarter of this 
year. 

Mr. George, who until 
Wednesday had consistent- 


ly opposed a rate cut on the 
grounds that this would 
stoke inflationary press- 
ures, stressed his agree- 
ment with Mr. Clarke over 
the decision to cut rates. 

“We believe now that the 
probabilities have im- 
proved of achieving 2.5 per 
cent (inflation) or less,** the 
central bank chief said. 
“We are more confident of 
achieving the target.” 

Mr. Qarkc has commit- 
ted himself to reducing 

underlying inflation (retail 
prices excluding home-loan 
interest payments) to 2.5 
per cent by the end of 1996, 
or by the spring of 1997 at 
the latest. 

"It’s on that basis that we 
have proposed the reduc- 
tion in interest rates.” Mr. 
George said. 

In Britain, the Bank of 
England is not indepen- 
dent, and final decisions on 
monetary policy are taken 
by the chancellor. 

In the bank's last infla- . 


don report in November, it 
argued that the target was 
likely to be missed if it 
relaxed monetary policy. 

Mr. Clarke also reaf- 
firmed that the rate cut was 
“fully consistent with meet- 
ing the inflation target," 
adding that “inflation is 
lower than expected in re- 
cent months and cost press- 
ures have eased substan- 
tially.’’ 

In October, overall infla- 
tion plunged to an annual 
3.2 per cent from 3-9 per 
cent the month before, 
while underlying inflation 
dipped to 2.9 per cent from 
3.1 per cent. 

The decision to cut rates 
had been expected by the 
markets, after Mr. Clarke’s 
1996-97 budget last month. 
He unveiled only modest 
tax cuts, which analysts 
predicted would later be 
followed by a cut in bor- 
rowing costs. 

But the influential em- 
ployers' federation, the In- 


stitute of Directors, said 
there was room for further 
reductions in base rates 
given the "modest" infla- 
tionary pressures. 

“This is just what is 
needed to help the eco- 
nomy, but we would like 
the chancellor to do more," 
policy head Ruth Lea said. 

“The economy has clear- 
ly slowed down in recent 
months,” she said. “Manu- 
facturing output is sluggish 
and retail sales remain sub- 
dued despite today’s better 
figures.” 

Sterling strengthened af- 
ter the announcement, as 
City analysts had expected 
a larger rate cut of at least 
half a point. At 1230 GMT 
it was trading at 2.2208 
marks from 2.2195 on 
Tuesday evening. 

Several commercial len- 
ders, such as Halifax and 
Barclays Bank, immediate- 
ly announced a similar re- 
duction in their home-loan 
borrowing costs. 


Japan GDP likely to grow by 2.5% 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s stag- 
gering economy will likely 
grow by about 2.5 per cent 
next year after four years of 
negligible growth, a top gov- 
ernment official said Tues- 
day. 

The government is also set 
to revise its forecast for gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth for the current fiscal 
year ending in March to just 
above 1.0 per cent from an 
earlier estimate of 2.8 per 
cent, the senior official at the 
Economic Planning Agency 
(EPA) told reporters. 

“Our official forecast for 
next year will be around the 


Gold demand rises 29.5% 
in Middle East and India 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — An improve- 
ment in oil prices boosted 
gold demand in Saudi Arabia 
and another key Gulf mar- 
kets by 12 per cent in the first 
nine months of 1995, the 
World Gold Council (WGC) 
has said. 

Consumption in the king- 
dom, the world’s oil 
heavyweight, and neighbour- 
ing United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) rose to 180.2 tonnes 
from 160.9 tonnes in the first 
nine months of 1994, WGC 
said from its Dubai office. 

“The steady progress in the 
Saudi general economic 


situation helped by a better 
price for crude ofl contri- 
buted to the healthy growth 
in demand in Saudi Arabia," 
said Rolf Schneebeli, WGC 
chief executive for the Mid- 
dle East and India. 

Consumption in Saudi 
Arabia alone surged by 13 
per cent to 152 tonnes from 
134.5 tonnes in the same 
period, making it one of the 
biggest gold markets in the 
world. Mr. Schneebeli said in 
a statement. 

Dnbai, the top gold impor- 
ter in the region, recorded 
the biggest ever intake of the 
yellow metal in the first nine 


months of 1995, standing at 
around 244.0 tonnes com- 
pared with 185.2 tonnes in 
the first nine months of 1994. 

WGC said the increase was 
due to higher demand m the 
Gulf and in India following 
New Delhi’s decision to ease 
restrictions on gold imports. 

“Any increase in the gold 
consumption in Dubai is a 
measure of the buoyancy in 
gold consumption in the 
whole region," it said. 

Consumption in India, the 
biggest gold market in the 
world, jumped by 26.54 per 
cent to 365.4 tonnes from 289 
tonnes. 
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THE Daily Crossword by James L Beatty 


ACRO.SS 
1 Reasonable 
. 5 Ford flop 
10 The Claries’ 
dog 

14 Greenspan or 
Thicke 

15 French income 

1 6 Kind of gun 

"17 Faxed, perhaps 

1 8 Ham it up 

19 Voice votes 

20 Scorch 

21 Start of quote 
from “Julius 
Caesar" 

23 Devours 

25 TV sitcom, once 

26 Rules of conduct 
29 Farm buildings 

32 Noted violin 
maker 

33 Aria 

34 Johnny — 

37 More of quote 

41 Safe haven 

42 Pianist Peter 

43 Polish money 

44 Artist Grandma 

46 Declaims 

47 Brogan, e.g. 

49 Con game ■ 

50 With final “s," 
end of quote 

54 Outdo 

58 Hearty’s partner 

59 Sky-blue 

60 Always 

61 Army group 

62 More ominous 

63 Flying prefix 

64 Voluptuous 

65 TV dramas 

66 Exploited 

DOWN 

1 Fresh talk 

2 Away from the 
wind 

3 Zola work 

4 Plea 

5 Builds 

6 Display models 

7 — job (flattery) 

8 James or Kett 

9 Lecher's 
expression 
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10 |11 112 113 


134 135 136 


151 152 153 


154 155 156 157 


6 1095 Tribuna Mudw Sorwcos. inc 
All rights roborvod 


10 Vast chasms 

11 Soft leather 

12 Retinue 

13 Vaulted church 
recess 

22 Quayle or 
Rather 
24 Landed 

26 "I Remember — " 

27 Gen. Bradley 

28 — and tile 

29 Dutch colonists 
in Africa 

30 As well 

31 A Reiner 

33 Capt Hook's 
mate 

34 Cheer 

35 Art deco artist 

36 Tunisian rulers 

38 Chosen ones 

39 Pound, the poet 

40 Lighted torch 

44 Half 

45 Finished, to 
poets 

46 Earthy pigments 

47 Classic Western 


Yesterday's puzzle solved: 
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4B Spiral 

49 — throat 

50 So 

51 Fathers 

52 Basso Pinza 


53 Distinctive 
quality. 

55 Holiday periods 

56 Withered 

57 Walked on 


middle of a 2.0-3:0 per cent 
range," the official said. 
“The figure appears to be a 
bit higher than average fore- 
casts by private economists, 
but I think it is fully feasi- 
ble.” 

The revised forecasts 
should be formally adopted 
next week, the official said. 

Japan hopes its economy 
will resume a long-awaited 
recovery in early 1996, draw- 
ing str e ngth from a package 
of new stimulus steps worth 
24 trillion yen ($140 billion) 
and a .cut in its key lending 
rate to a record low 0_5 per 
cent, both adopted in 
September. 

The dollar's recovery to 
above 101.00 yen — a rise of 
nearly 30 per cent from its 
April low — should take 
some pressure off Japanese 
manufacturers, now facing 
fierce global competition 
mainly from cheaper Asian 
products. 

It would be the fourth year 
in a row the government has 
sharply revised down its ini- 


tial growth forecast, which is 
often criticised by the private 
sector as being too optimistic. 

In the year ended March 
1995, Japan’s GDP grew 0.5 
per cent after a rise of 0.2 per 
cent the previous year — far 
below initial official forecasts 
of 2.4 per cent and 3.3 per 
cent, respectively, govern- 
ment data showed. 

The government tends to 
set higher growth estimates 
to make its budget deficit 
look smaller, as the forecast 
is used to estimate tax re- 
venues for the following year. 

But this time, economists 
said, the finance ministry is 
trying to put a lid on growth 
forecasts, out of concern a 
higher estimate would raise 
pressure for more fiscal 
spending. 

Most private economists 
foresee growth of around two 
per cent or just above for the 
next fiscal year. 

“I think the economy will 
grow somewhere between 2.2 
per cent and 2.4 per cent. 
This is based on the assump- 


tion that the yen will remain 
at around 101 yen to the 
dollar," said Takao Oshita of 
the Wako Research Institute 
of Economics. 

“Hie effects of the package 
may emerge slowly, probably 
in the first half of 1996/97. 
Due to improving corporate 
profits, the job situation may 
improve with better capital 
investment. But the economy 
will still lack strength!” be 
said. 

Other economists warned 
the economy, faced with con- 
tinued inventory cuts and 
corporate restructuring to 
slash work forces, may grow 
well under two per cent. 

Andrew 'Shipley, an eco- 
nomist at Schroder Secur- 
ities. told Reuters Financial 


Television that structural fac- 
tors remain and these issues 
sboudl limit growth and pre- 
vent the economy from signi- 
ficantly accelerating over the 
next 12 months. 

Mr. Shipley foresees 1.7 
per cent GDP growth for 
1996/97. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment also warned in a 
report last week that uncer- 
tainties still remain about the 
strength of Japan’s economic 
upturn. 

It said bleak labour pros- 
pects may prompt consumers 
to save more rather than 
spend, and weak land prices 
could exacerbate the balance- 
sheet problems facing 
financial-sector firms. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Homi Arnold and Mika Argirion 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 14, 1995 * 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Find out what others expea erf 
you at home today, and then try 
to please them. Take no risks 
where your reputation is con- 
ceroed. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be more direct in correspond, 
ence today since ambiguity could 

cause you trouble later tonight. 
Don’t waste time foolishly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2]) 
Avoid activities which yield no- 
thing buz loss and concentrate on 
the proven and constructive 
kind. Do something kind for 
your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Go after that penoea] 
wish in the right way in the 
morning, and yon can get h. 
Avoid problems with good 

friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
sure to study every phase of any 
problem before you try to solve 
it. One you love may complain, 
so be understanding. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You may feel confused 
tins morning, so be sane what it b 
really you want before going 
after it tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 72) ’Do not give a higher-up a 
disagreement this morning, and 
then everything works out 
smoothly for you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This morning is 
not good for making any changes 
or you could later get into serious 
trouble. Use your good judge- 
ment 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Don’t disagree 
over some account this morning, 
but get busy and study it careful- 
ly for possible error. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be more considerate 
of partners who are moody at 
this time and all goes weB. Be 
careful in motion of any kind. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study every phase 
of your career, and then you can 
handle it wisely and please 
higher-ups by your efforts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Some delay may arise today 
where entertainment is con- 
cerned. Show devotion to your 
mate even though he or she h 

Birthstone of December: Tur- 


Urtscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour oitilnary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“You’re not as much fun as you used 
to be — and you used to be, really dull! 1 


Answer: 

A 


Yesterday’s 


Jumttes: CHIME UNIFY FLIMSY 2EALOT 
Answer What the health dub owner wanted to be • 
■FISCALLY- FTT 
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■'.Lebanon plans financial markets supervisory body 


BEIRUT (R) - The 
Lebanese government has 
4 taken a step towards mod- 

R emising the Beirut finan- 

t • -Vi marlrpN hv Siutf Aumn 3 


?>■ ; v dal markets by approving a 
T ^proposal to create an over- 
all supervisory body and a 
c '*v special court to handle 
market disputes. 

The two bodies, designed 
rt . 1 hsj^to ensure full supervision 
,.\and transparency of Leba- 
j^k^'aon’s reemerging financial 
markets, are proposed in a 
t^j^^draft law the cabinet 
>5^ 3 iv: approved in principle last 
to*?* ^iweek. 


Wy. ^ ^treex- 

W* Cau The draft “on organising 
'■ the Beirut Stock Exchange 
sl-jpJ 1 a-^and capital markets'’ also 
Av- 7: 5 - '^proposes privatising the 
Beirut Stock Exchange 
’which is preparing , to 

• : *'i reopen in January after a 

Cl v - 'iiT^U-year shutdown and is 
s! qJ ^( currently run by a 
K ^ -'-^'government-appointed 
\"Tti r committee. 

“This, draft is a dear in- 
'-ia Vindication to the markets that 
are serious about over- 
St '[hauling our legislation 

• according to international 

■*: S, ; 

!l enO 

58gk ' 

1^'gj 

— -S? r__ ?• 


standards ” a government 
official told Reuters. 

The government of 
Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri delayed sending the 
draft to parliament, which 
must approve it, in order to 
allow ministers who prop- 
osed amendments at last 
week's cabinet meeting 
time to present them in 
writing. 

Justice Minister Bahjj 
Tabara will decide which 
amendments are to be in- 
cluded in the draft. 

It is the result of 18 
months' discussions involv- 
ing government ministries 
and the central bank, the 
government official said. 
He expected it to take 
another 12-18 months to 
get the draft through par- 
liament and then set up the 
new bodies. 

The main principle of the 
proposed legislation is the 
need to separate trading 
from other responsibilities 
by creating a market super- 
visory committee like 
France’s COB (Bourse Op- 


erations Commission) and 
the U.S. Securities and Ex- 
change Commission 
(SEC), the draft says. 

The “committee of the 
bourse and other financial 
markets," the proposed su- 
pervisory agency, will be a 
professional body of seven 
fulltime members 
appointed by government 
decree. 

It wfll be responsible for 
approving the establish- 
ment, rules and supervising 
committees of all markets 
including the Beirut Stock 
Exchange, their regulations 
on brokers and on the cir- 
culation of financial instru- 
ments. 

The committee will be 
empowered to stop trading 
on all markets and in speci- 
fic instruments when neces- 
sary. 

It will examine the trans- 
parency of information of 
financial instruments 
offered for subscription or 
circulation and on the in- 
stitutions issuing them. 

To deter insider trading 
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it will ensure there is no 
delay in companies and in- 
stitutions issuing informa- 
tion that could affect prices 
and it will have power to 
oblige them to submit addi- 
tional or corrected in- 
formation, the draft adds. 

The committee will also 
monitor all markets and 


refer any violators to spe- 
cialised disciplinary boards 
or courts. 

The proposed “special 
court for the bourse and 
other financial markets” 
will be a three-member tri- 
bunal comprising a senior 
judge, a lawyer specialised 


in financial cases and a 
financial expert. 

It will deal with all dis- 
putes arising from market 
operations and all appeals 
against decisions taken by 
the supervisory committee 
and other bodies managing 
financial markets. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Consumers want 
government 
intervention to curb 
price rises 

** MANY CONSUMERS interviewed about rising prices 
of many products want the Ministry of Supply to intervene 
quickly to lay down & moderate solution to protect the 
consumer on one hand and, at the time, to give a 
reasonable profit margin to the merchant as long as it is not 
at the expense of the consumer. Mahmoud A1 Zu’bi an 
employee, wants the ministry to protect the consumer from 
sudden price rises and to control the process by resuming 
imports, especially meat, for its own account. This mea- 
sure, he said, will prevent certain companies from monopo- 
lising foodstuffs imports and prices. Mr. Zu'bi said he had 
to find an evening job to be able to provide his home with 
food necessities as a result of higher prices. 

Nariman A1 Saeed, a worker, described rising prices as 
“a fire that eats eveiything in its way." She suggested that 
deputies intervene to find a dear-cut solution noting that 
floating prices sometimes is not in the interest of consum- 
ers, especially if the number of importers is small. If 
competition is high among the traders then prices would 
drop and the consumer would have the choice to select the 
suitable products that suits his/her financial situation, Ms. 
Saeed added. 

Saleh Hassan questions why the ministry does not import 
the necessary foodstuff on its own account. He mentioned 
milk, cooked cheese and meat as some of the products 
which consumers cannot do without. Mr. Hassan explains 
that the ministry can study international prices and the 
price rise in the country of origin and, as such, be able to 
confirm, whether prices had really risen and by how much 
in order to arrive at the right decisions that would protect 
the consumer. Moreover, Mr. Hassan adds, the ministry 
wfll not be obliged to agree to traders' demands except 
after these studies had been performed. 

Uni Abed Nuweish, an elderiy pilgrim, said prices were 
compatible with income (in the past) as one dinar was 
enough to buy all house needs. But now, she adds, JD 10 
would only buy few necessities. “A lunch, for example, 
would cost a minimum of between JD 2 to JD 5,” Um 
Abed pointed out. She said the government should take 
charge. “When I go to the stores every day I hear of a 
different price and I think the merchant is cheating.” 

Jamal Alami, owner of a grocery, said fluctuating prices 
have shaken the confidence between the merchant and 
consumers. Mr. Alami noted that the retailor, being the 
link between the consumer and the distributor (importer), 
was more exposed to accusations of cheating in the absence 
of a price fixing mechanism.” How can a customer be 
convinced when I sold a carton of eggs for JD 1,200 and 
then for JD 1,500 and after that for JD 1,650,” he 
exclaimed. 

Kbader A1 Saleh, a retailer, said -that upon hearing of a 
product going up in price, the demand for that product 
increases and supplies become short. As chaos spreads 
between suppliers and retailers to provide the product, 
importers withhold it at their storage* to pressure the 
ministry to raise the price. 

Mohammad Obeidat, head of the Consumer Protection 
Society, said the market had been out of control since last 
August. Until now, he pointed out, prices increased for 
many products, including 57 items which carried fixed 
prices from the ministry. Other products, not subject to 


fixed prices, went up in price by between 20 percent and 30 
per cent, be said. Dr. Obeidat stressed that there was a 
high degree of monopolisation in the market and urged the 
go v e rnm ent to expedite putting a control mechanism by 
issuing a special law to protect the consumer and ban 
monopolisation. “What is happening now is giving protec- 
tion to the traders and the industrialists at the expense of 
the consumers” he said (A1 Dustour+Al Aswaq). 



Financial 

Joq8^S^ics a 

_ S.-.DES 

Markets 


MOLrt CSE- 

Cairo Amman Bank W 

• i'i ss 

CM4 »m* d tentea B-rh-gi ttm Bdltda * 



Bmtrnt 15/ I2/1M5 



Italian lira* 


Bdpao Franc 


Currency 


BokraM Dinar 



f 1 Cypriot Pnaad 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

10* 

v ,.ONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
vr '1 ■ .ates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
' r Pilar on the London foreign exchange ana bullion markets 
' .Vednesday. 


Jne U.S. dollar 


1.3742/52 

1.4492/02 

1.6228/38 

1.1752/62 

29.80/84 

5.0121/71 

1597.3/8.8 

101.65/75 

6.7070/70 

6.4030/80 

5.6152/25 

1.4160/70 

0.7444/49 

7.7343/53 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


/4 3ne sterling $1-5366/26 
jPne ounce of gold $387.50088.00 
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* Mkkfl* Eastern (MBs 
•RtzzaASnack* 

" Hamburger* -J ?■ 

‘ Mazza. Salads ggggg 
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Tel: 642830 B 
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Jerusalem Express Travel 

>— i n (I HN) MUM ( tewa i w ) K21S1 
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VIS 


RENTACAR 


Wettry 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


Lunch Sr Dinner 

1:1' ' -L’: ii.R:::: •] 


CROWN HOT! 


MIG P001 


TEL 758180 W 

•auteomi 606843-680157 
RADIO A TV STATION RD. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rales For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


Shopping at 


makes my Ma happy 
& elegant inspite 
of the EXTRA WEIGHT 
I am causing her! 



Al-Um store 

Inauronee BuBeflng 

Jo boJ Amman 
3fdCllCJ© 

Tel: 658490 


Maternity & Onlim't wear 


ASSARAYA 

Rent 8 car j 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shmisanl King Abduflah Gardens 
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Croatians, Bosnians to battle on playing field NBA’s regular referees return; 

Mavericks win in overtime 


PARIS (R) — The World 
Cup draw on Tuesday sei up 
a cut-throat battle between 
former world champions Ii..ly 
and England and pitied three 
ex- Yugoslav states against 
each other. 

The preliminary draw for a 
record entry of 172 teams for 
the 1998 finals in France took 
place in the majestic setting 
of the Louvre and organisers 
launched it with a film depict- 
ing the Mona Lisa lunging 
out of her picture frame to 
head a football. 

But her artistic touch did 
no favours to her mother 
country with Italy drawn in 
an extremely tough Euro- 
pean Group Two alongside 
England. Poland, Georgia 
and Moldova. 

Although the finals have 
been enlarged from 24 to 32 
teams for the first time, at 
least one of these great soccer 
nations could fail to qualify. 

Only the winners of the 
nine European groups go 
through automatically, as 
well as the best second- 
placed team. The other eight 
group runners-up play off for 
the final four berths, a preca- 
rious procedure which could 
leave top teams by the 
wayside. 

Italian coach Arrigo Sacchi 
said: “Our group is very 
hard. England and Poland 
are very good teams. Eng- 
land have strong players but I 
hope Italy will be stronger 
and finish first.” 

England manager Terry 
Venables said: "It’s a tough 
group. They are ail good 
sides. But we are fortunate to 
be in a group of five instead 
of six.” 

Italy, three times winners 
and finalists of the 1994 U.S. 
World Cup. and 1966 cham- 
pions England met in the 
third place playoff at the Ita- ' 
Han World Cup in 1 990 when 
Italy won 1-0. 

If the Italy-England pairing 
was a shock, the drawing of 
Bosnia. Croatia and Slovenia 
Together in Group One was 
almost dynamite so soon af- 
ter the end c*f four years of 
bloody hostilities in former 
Yugoslavia. 

But coaches and officials 
were anxious to look at the 
sporting nature of the forth- 
coming clashes. 

Bosnian trainer F3ruk 
Hadzibegic said: "We’re just 
happy to play in the World 
Cup. The fact that we- play 
-Croatia and Slovenia changes 
nothing- In fact, it’s a plea- 
sure. 

“We will play with the 
whole Bosnian people behind 
us thinking only of victory 
and not of politics." 



Sepp Blatter, the general secretary of FIFA 
(right), and Flrench former soccer great Michel 
Platini (left), during the ceremonies of the 


draw for the 1998 Soccer World Tup qualifiers 
at the Louvre in Paris (Reuters photo) 


Bosnia are not yet allowed 
to play matches on their terri- 
tory and Hadzibegic said 
their home games would take 
place in the Italian City of 
Bologna. 

Marko Ilesic. vice- 
president of Slovenian fed- 
eration said: "I don’t think 
there will be much interfer- 
ence from politics in the 
group and we’re guaranteed 
big crowds.” 

Current European cham- 
pions Denmark and Greece, 
who qualified for the 1994 
finals, are also in the same 
group. 

The draw would have been 
more contentidus had rump ; 
Yugoslavia ended up in the 
same section, but they landed 
in Group Six, the toughest in 
the entire competition with 
Spain, as well as ex-partners 
and now neighbours the 
Czech Republic and Slova- 


kia. 

Germany, another three 
times champion, did not 
come away lightly in group 
nine where they must~meet 
Portugal. Ukraine. Northern 
Ireland. Albania and Arme- 
nia. 

German trainer Berti 
Vogts said: “This is no easy 
group. We know how strong 
Portugal and Ukraine are". 
But we are concentrating on 
next year's European Cham- 
pionship so we can go into 
the World Cup qualifiers full 
of self-confidence." 

There was another in- 
teresting pairing in Group 
. Seven where Dqtch and Bel- 
gian neighbours, who host 
the 2000 European Cham- 
pionship together, find them- 
selves rivals in a section 
which also includes Turkey 
and Wales. 

The European groups, ex- 


cluding France who qualify as 
hosts, inevitably dominated 
the draw as South America 
was not included. Brazil go 
through automatically as 
champions and the other nine 
nations have agreed to play a 
round-robin tournament to 
determine the four other 
teams who will join them in 
France. 

In the other continents, the 
major teams were given byes 
in the early rounds. 

The real interest in Africa, 
which has five places for the 
first time, will come in the 
second round when Came- 
roon. Nigeria, Egypt and 
Morocco join in group ac- 
tion. 

North and Central Amer- 
ica have three places in the 
"finals, as do Asia, although 
the Asians could earn a 
fourth after a playoff with the 
best team from Oceania. 


Pele picks 
Brazil 
to repeat 
in ’ 98 

LONDON (AP) - Pele's 
pick for the 1998 World Cup? 

"Brazil again with my son 
in goal.” said Pele, the only 
man to play on three World 
Cup winners. “I hope he has 
the same kind of luck I had.” 
Pele’s son is 24-year-old 
Edinho, the keeper with the 
Sao Paulo-based Santos Club 
who is expected to be Brazil's 
future in the nets when the 
South Americans' defend 
their title in France in two 
and a half years. 

Brazil automatically qual- 
ified for the finals as the 
champions. 

“He’s the best goalie in 
Brazil," Pele added, speak- 
ing like any proud father. 
“But this is crazy, I don’t 
know why he wants to play 
there (in goal). I used to kill 
the goalies.” 

Pele and Bobby Charlton 
— the leader of England's 
1966 World Cup cham- 
pionships team — met Tues- 
day with reporters in a cen- 
tral London bar. The chaos 
of three-weeks of strikes kept 
them from attending the 
draw in Paris on behalf of 
World Cup sponsors master- 
card. 

After picking Brazil to re- 
peat, Pele sympathised with 
England's difficult draw in 
European qualifying where 
they are in a group with 1994 
runner-up Italy and Poland. 

“You want England in the 
World Cup for their different 
style and their drawing (pow- 
er),’’ Pele said. 

England has stumbled re- 
cently on the world soccer 
stage. They failed to qualify 
for the finals last year in the 
United States and English 
club teams this season have 
taken a beating in European 
Cup play. 

Drawing Italy won't make 
the rebound easy for the 
country that invented the 
game. 

“I was really hoping... 
we’d avoid Italy or Ger- 
many,” Charlton said. “This 
will be very difficult for Eng- 
land getting by Italy.” 

“I think we (England) have 
gone as low as we can in 
performance in Europe. 
...We've been embarrassed 
recently and it’s time we do 
something we can.be proud 
of.” Charlton added. 


49ers pace crowded 
NFL playoff chase 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Jesse Sapolu. a Samoan 
blocker for reigning Amer- 
ican football champion San 
Francisco, wonders why any- 
one thought a slow start 
would keep the 49ers from 
the National Football League 
playoffs. 

“Can you believe people 
were counting us out at 5-4?” 
he asked. “TTiat should be a 
lesson.” 

The 49ers have since won 
five games in a row and lead a 
pack of 18 teams battling for 
nine unclaimed NFL playoff 
berths over the final "two 
weeks of the seaosn. Nine 


clubs have been eliminated 
and only Kansas City, Pitt- 
sburgh and Dallas are 
assured of playoff bids. 

Almost every NFL game 
next weekend has a bearing 
on the playoff race, but only 
the most fortunate teams 
control their own destiny. 

"San Francisco can claim 
home-field advantage up to 
the Super Bowl by winning 
their final two games against 
Minnesota and Atlanta, two 
8-6 clubs chasing playoff 
spots. A loss and Dallas 
would regain the edge. 

“Everybody is saying the 
49ers are in position to get 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each consists of three bedroom, salon, dining, sitting, 
with independent central heating. 

The first is located in Urn Uthaina. near the market and 
the second in Sweitieh, behind Olympia Hotel. Can be 
furnished according to tenant's taste. 

Please call Tel: 865427. 


Ministry of Education 
CALL FOR TENDER 

The Ministry of Education call upon the interested 
companies and establishments specialised in the 
field of computer, and interested to participate in 
the tender for establishing Information Internet in 
the Centre of the Ministry of Education to link it 
with other Directorates inside the Kingdom, 
financed through the Second Sector Project for 
Educational Development. 

Interested bidder's are invited to collect tender's 
documents from Furniture and Equipment Division 
starting December 11/1995 against the payment 
of (JD500 ) for each copy. 

You are kindly requested to bring a valid 
professional license. 

Note: ’The last date for selling the copies of the 
bid will be 28/12/1995 

’Closing date will be 11.00 a.m. Jan/15/1996. 

*The expenses of the announcement will be paid 
by the awarded bidder. 

Head of Special 
Tender's Committee 


home-field advantage and alt 
these other grandiose things 
we haven’t accomplished 
yet," 49ers’ coach George 
Seifert said. 

"We haven’t even made 
the playoffs yet. We have a 
tough team coming up and 
then we travel to Atlanta. I 
hate to sound like an old 
coach. But I’m getting to be 
an old coach.” 

In the National Confer- 
ence, the 49ers are all but 
assured of a playoff bid white 
Philadelphia needs a victory 
over either Arizona or Chica- 
go to seal a playoff spot. 
Atlanta clinches with a vic- 
tory and a loss by either 
Detroit or Minnesota. 

Green Bay needs a victory 
and Detroit defeat to seal a 
playoff spot while Detroit 
needs a victory plus losses by 
Minnesota and St. Louis. 


ViUeneuve impressive 
for Williams-Renault 


JACQUES VTLLENEUVE 
stole Ferrari debutant 
Michael Schumacher’s thun- 
der last week when be 
emerged fastest from a fasci- 
nating new-boy head-to-head 
in Portugal. 

The 24- year -old Indycar 
champion's lap of lm 20-94s 
in theWilliams-Renault 
FW17" beat Schumacher's 
best time in the Ferrari V12 
by 0.3s. The French- 
Canadian was just 0.039s 
slower than new teammate 
Damon Hill’s best lap in 
qualifying for the Portuguese 
Grand Prix at the same 
Estoril track in September. 
But nearly 0.4s behind David 
Coulthard’s pole position 
time. 

ViUeneuve, who suffered a 
rare Renault engine failure 
and a gearbox problem in the 
course of his four-day test, is 
pleased with the preparation 
for his FI debut in 1996. 
Everything has been going 


Wanted Immediately 

for Jud Real estate 


1 - Deluxe MJm'sned four badrcoTS - nr aids rcorr. Ar.i :r 
t‘:-c r Sr.ms'san. or Ac dcur on y. 

2- l > .;urn.s;;ed viiis rr.-jsi be or 2 r;V/ zrl open a r ea 
P ease za- or. 1 , of ;c-- nave sx=cv/ re r ecj 'ec 
Telefax : 662386 


well. "We have made some 
good progress,” he said. 

But inevitably the atten- 
tion was focused on Schu- 
macher’s debut with Ferrari, 
as well as Jean Alesi and 
Gerhard Berger’s first runs in 
the Benetton. 

Schumacher was particu- 
larly impressed with the V12 
engine, which will be re- 
placed next season by a new 
V10. The Double World 
Champion said that the V12 
was as good in many ways as 
the much lauded Renault 
V10. 

After spending some time 
adapting the Ferrari 412T2 to 
his driving style, he said he 
also liked the car’s forgiving 
handling, saying it was better 
in fast corners than the Be- 
netton. He was the only driv- 
er significantly to improve 
the times a car had managed 
m the GP, lapping an im- 
pressive 0.7s quicker than 
Berger’s best tune for Fer- 
rari. 

Although winter times at 
Estoril are often quicker than 
those at the GP. None of the 
drivers at the test went for 
low-fuel qualifying-type laps. 
If they had, said Benetton 
technical director Ross 
Brawn, a high lm 19s may 
have been possible. 


Telecommunications Corporation- 
Announcement Regarding an Amendment to Tender 79/95 
"Procurement of integrated Software & Hardware Solution for the 
Telecommunications Corporation Core Operations” 

The Telecommunications Corporation of Jordan announces an amendment to 
dates of certain events for tender No. 79/95 as follows: 


1- 


Event 

Date and time for bidders conference 


Old Date 

Thursday 21, December 
1995, 10 a in. 

Wednesday 20 , December 
1995, 7:30 a.m. 

Thursday 4, January 1996, 

12 noon 

Bidders are also informed that TCC shall not consider any further requests for 
extension of these dates. 

Director General 
Eng. Waiid Dweik 


Date and time for site visit 
Deadline for first stage submission 


Amended Date 

Thursday 18 , Jan. 
1996,10 a.m. 
Wednesday 17, Jan. 
1996. 730 a.m. 
Sunday 4, February 
1996, 12 noon 


DALLAS (R) — George 
McCloud drained four three- 
pointers in overtime as the 
Dallas Mavericks rallied for a 
112-101 victory over the Seat- 
tle Supersonics on the night 
the National Basketball 
Association’s regular referees 
returned to work. 

The sorely-missed big 
league refs replaced the re- 
placements on Tuesday and 
received warm welcomes in 
11 NBA cities before the 
athletes and officials resumed 
their traditional adversarial 
relationships. 

“It was great to have them 
back,” said Knicks coach 
Don Nelson, echoing a senti- 
ment expressed by coaches 
around the league. . 

McCloud scored 12 of his 
30 points in the extra session, 
including three treys in the 
final 70 seconds to lead the 
Mavs to victory after an 18- 
foot comer jumper by Lu- 
cions Harris at the buzzer 
tied the game 92-92, sending 
it into overtime. 

Tony Dumas scored a 
career-high 35 points and 
Jason Kidd had 18 assists and 
10 rebounds for the Maver- 
icks, who erased a 17-point 
third-quarter deficit. 

At Sacramento, a clash of 
division leaders turned out to 
be a 40-point demolition as 
Hakeem Olajuwon scored 31 
points and grabbed 15 re- 
bounds to lead the Houston 
Rockets to a 133-93 blowout 
of the Kings. 

Houston used second- 
quarter runs of 10-0 and 14-0 
to take control of the game. 
Robert Horry scored 17 of his 
20 points in the third quarter 
as the Midwest Division - 
leading Rockets built the lead 
to 101-65 over the Pacific- 
division leading Kings enter- 
ing the final period. 

At Indiana, Mark Jackson 
keyed a game-breaking 14-0 
run in the first quarter as the 
Pacers ended Denver’s five- 
game winning streak with a 
125-92 rout of the Nuggets 

Antonio Davis scored 26 
points and Reggie Miller 
added 23 for the Pacers, who 
never trailed after the first 74 
seconds and led by as many 
as 36 points. 

At New Jersey, Ni 
Anderson scored 29 points 
and Brian Shaw made a key 
three-pointer with 16 seconds 
to play as the Orlando Magic 
beat the Nets 101-97. 

Penny Hardaway scored 23 
points and Dennis Scott 
added 13 for Orelando, 
which won its fourth consecu- 
tive game while banding the 
Nets their first home loss of 
the season. 

Kenny Anderson scored 24 
points, Armon Gilliam added 
17 and Jayson Williams 15 for 
the Wets, who hit just 3of-20 
shots from the field in the 
fourth quarter. 

In Toronto, Dee Brown 
scored 10 of his 20 points in 
the first qiuarter to lead the 
Boston Celtics to a 116-96 
victory over the Raptors in 
the only city that has enjoyed 
regular NBA officiating all 
season because Ontario 
labour laws prohibit use of 
replacement workers in 
labour disputes. 

Dana Barr os and Dino 
Radja added 18 points apiece 
for Boston, which took con- 
trol with a 14-1 first-quarter 
burst. Damon Stouaamire 
led Toronto with 18 points 
and nine assists. 

In Atlanta, Isaiah Rider 
and Terry Porter scored six 
points apiece in the final 4:14 
as the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves held off the Hawks 
85-78. 

Rider scored 20 points and 
Christian Laettner added 18 
for die Timberwolves who 
bad never won in Atlanta 
before. 

In Cleveland, Terrell Bran- 
don scored 23 points and 
Bobby Phi 11s added 21 to lead 
the Cavaliers to a 97-86 vic- 
tory over the struggling Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

The dippers have dropped 
their last nine games. 

At Washington, Chris 
Webber had 25 points and 13 
rebounds and Robert Pack 
scored four of his 23 points in 
the final 16 seconds as the 
Bullets escaped with a 108- 
102 victory over the Mil- 
waukee Bucks. 

Glenn Robinson scored 30 
points but missed a jumper 
with 37 seconds left that 
would have given the Bucks 
the lead after a 12-0 fourth- 
quarter Milwaukee run pul- 
led them within one. 

Pack answered with a jump 
shot and two free throws to 
make it 105-100 with 7.6 
seconds remaining. 

In New York, Derek Har- 
per and Anthony Mason 
scored 17 points apiece to 
lead a balanced attack as the 
Knicks beat the Los Angeles 
Lakers 97-82 for their fourth 
straight victory. 



NBA referee Hue Hollins gives a thumbs up prior to the 
start of the Washington Bullets Milwaukee Bucks game, on 
Tuesday Hollins made the gesture after an announcement 
vas made that the regular referees were back to work 
following agreement on a new contract (Reuters photo) 

NBA RESULTS 


Boston 

116 

Toronto 

96 

Minnesota 

85 

Atlanta 

78 

Cleveland 

97 

LA Clippers 

86 

Indiana 

125 

Denver 

92 

Orlando 

101 

New Jersey 

97 

Washington 

108 

Milwaukee 

102 

New York 

97 

Lakers 

82 

Dallas 

112 

Seattle 

(OT) 

Charlotte 

115 

Phoenix 

100 

Golden State 

105 

Miami 

80 

Houston 

133 

Sacramento 

93 
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The United Nations Relief & Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East is 
recruiting at its headquarters in Amman: 

Senior Auditor. Grade 18 

(VN # HQ (A) 57/95). Fixed term three 

years (Second Advertisement). 

(Monthly take home pay about JD 813 plus 
dependency allowance;, plus monthly provident 
fund JD 165 payable at end of service; compulsory 
medical insurance). 

DUTIES: In accordance with established Agency 
policy and procedures: 

(A) Performs operational audits of an operation or 
activity and financial audits in a Field Office or in 
Headquarters and submits draft reports to Chief, 
Audit Office; reviews and evaluates internal control 
systems and recommends improvements. 

(B) Assists Chief, Audit Office- in preparing 
appropriate audit programmes and in performing 
quality assurance reviews of working papers and 
drafts reports. 

(C) Reviews correspondence subsequent to the 
issue of audit reports, drafts replies and prepares 
completed audit report files for presentation to the 
Commissioner-General by Chief, Audit Office. 

(D) Audits certain staff separation entitlements 
prior to payment. 

(E) Assists Chief, Audit Office in planning a 
continuous programme of financial and 
operational audits to ensure the implementation of. 
control procedures Agency-wide; reviews new 
and revised instructions when published. 

(F) Conducts special financial or operational 
investigations as instructed by Chief, Audit Office. 

(G) Assists Chief, Audit Office in developing and 
presenting a regular training programme for 
professional assistants. 

(H) Acts for Chief, Audit Office in the absence of 
the latter. 

(I) Performs such other duties as may be 
assigned. 

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED- 

1. University degree in accountancy, business 
administration or related discipline. 

2. Membership in a professional body of 
accountants (e.g. Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, Institute of Certified Public 
Accounts). 

3. Computer literacy. 

4. Excellent command of written & spoken 
English and Arabic. 

EXPERIENCE; 

At least eight years experience in the application 
or the knowledge acquired above, including three 
yeare at a senior supervisory level as well as at 
least three years of international experience in 
internal or external auditing work in large 
governmental, international or commercial 
organisations. 

MSIfl ABLE QUALIFICATION- 

Working knowledges U.N. financial rules 
regulations and procedures. 

C?"didates are requested to submit a detailed 
UNRWA Personal History Form not later than 
28 December , 1995 to: 

The Office of the Coordinator 
UNRWA Headquarters Amman 
P.O. Box 140157 (Wadi Seer) 

Amman 11814 Jordan 

FuM consideration will be given to disabled 
candidates whose disability does not mitigate 
against the effective performance of the duties of 

frrfj 0b ‘ UNF ! WA welcomes applications equally 
1 ram me n and women. Priority will be given to fully 
qualified registered Palestinians. 
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v ert ; \ Maradona cleared of drug charges 
threatens to quit Boca Juniors 






BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Diego Maradona threatened 
to quit his Argentine dub 
Boca Juniors on Tuesday if 
Pfthcy hired former national 
^coacb Carlos Bilardo. 

.5?* Earlier in the day in Rome, 
court deared Maradona of 
J>irtvolvement in drug- 
Qtrafficldng. 

Boca president Mauricio 
fMacri wants Bilardo to re- 
place Silvio Marzolini after 
the team squandered a six- 
point lead to crash out of the 
league title race. 

• ‘Tf Bilardo is the new 
' coach, then I'm out," Mara- 
~ dona told Argentine radio 
from Chile where Boca were 
.playing a friendly. 

Maradona clashed with 
-Bilardo in 1993, shouting in- 
; suits before television camer- 
as after his then coach at 
Seville m Spain substituted 
' him during a game. 


Maradona's agent said the 
Argentinian was considering 
offers to play for a Japanese 
and a Greek club next year. 

Maradona signed for Boca 
in July for more than $9 
million to play until Decem- 
ber, 1997, after returning 
from a 15-month suspension 
for taking drugs. 

But a 6-4 defeat by Radng 
Club last week effectively 
cost Boca any hope of the 
league title. 

Maradona was cleared of 
involvement in drug- 
trafficking by a Rome court 
when the prosecution asked 
that charges be dropped be- 
cause there was no corrobor- 
ating evidence. 

The charges had been 
levelled against Maradona, 
who played for Napoli until 
1991, by his former body- 
guard, Pietro Pugiiese. who 
said he had unwittingly sup- 


plied the player with three 
kilos of cocaine in 19S9. 

Pugiiese said the drugs 
were concealed in a package 
of newspapers he was asked 
to deliver to Maradona. Pug- 
*fiese claimed that Maradona 
had contacts with the Camor- 
ra, the Neapolitan version of 
the Mafia. 

Pugiiese changed his ver- 
sion of events several times 
during the trial. 

The prosecution said it was 
studying the possibility of 
pressing charges against Pug- 
iiese for slander. 

Maradona was given a 14- 
month suspended sentence 
for cocaine possession by a 
Naples court in September 
1991. 

The Argentine was banned 
from soccer for 15 months in 
1991 after testing positive for 
cocaine while playing with 
Napoli. 
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Puerto Rico launches Olympic bid 


SAN JUAN (AFP) — Puerto Rican officials 
will meet with International Olympic Com- 
mittee officials next week to make a bid for 
hosting the 2004 Summer Games, organisers 
of the bid group confirmed here Tuesday. 

“We have put a lot of work into this and if 
we didn't think it bad a chance we wouldn't be 
going to Switzerland to present it," said 
Marimer Olazagasti, president of the_organis-. 
mg committee. 

San Juan proposes to rent cruise ships for 
housing to meet an Olympic requirement of 


30,000 hotel rooms. There are only about 
12.200 rooms available. 

Also in the financing stages are four very 
crucial pieces of the Olympic puzzle — two 
main stadiums, a swimming facility and an 
athletes’ village. 

Puerto Rico is expected to compete against 
Rome; Lille. France; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Buepos Aires, Argentina; Sevillej- Spainj-St. 
Petersburg. Russia; Istanbul -Turkey; 
Copenhagen, Denmark and Cape Town, 
South Africa. 


m TAGbieuer 


.. .. ' •• • „ ■ v 


v ! • ^ — ■' ^ 


.'•*'•■■4 J&?'. . , 

sliik J ' I ■ ■ 4^ -i. 1-: — jf. y . 




''i 1 . " -’V ' ji' W: 

>'• .. ' ^4;- 

| 

i ** k%W-.C.V. •• M «'i iitBv ■ ,T*. *2 

■■wfcjysss 




•••- * “ • '• if: y&-:* - 




MINI 



NY Yankee 
caps, but 
not baseball, 
popular in 
Thailand 

CHIANG MAI, Thailand 
(AP) — They don’t know a 
stolen base from a stolen 
hubcap, the World Series 
from the World Trade Cen- 
tre. But one of the most 
popular hats among specta- 
tors at the 18th southeast 
Asian games is the New York 
Yankees baseball cap. 

“I like this hat because it's 
becoming hip now and it re- 
minds me of rap music,” said 
Nomgluck Kitipatraol, 22, 
who was wearing a Yankees 
cap while waiting near the 
games main stadium. 

Even some of the Russian 
coaches imported by Thai- 
land to help its teams capture 
gold medals at the Olympic- 
style competition, were 
caught wearing Yankee caps. 

“I bought this hat because 
I got a discount, and because 
many of my athletes wear it," 
said Alim Achmedjanov. a 
coach for the Thai track 
team. 

"We 'don't understand 
baseball in Russia," 
Achmedjanov said. “In Rus- 
sia the most popular sport 
now is making money." 

Yankee caps can be spot- 
ted in rapidly modernizing 
Bangkok, the nation's capit- 
al, and here in Chiang Mai a f 
the foothills of the Himalayas 
where hill tribe people still 
wear colourful and distinctive 
clothes that haven't changed 
in centuries. 

“I saw baseball once on 
television,” said 13-year-old 
Nittikom Pitoonmanit, who 
was sporting a Yankee cap to 
the Thailand-^ Vietnam soccer 
match. “I don't remember 
the names of the teams, but I 
think the game could be 
popular in Thailand if they 
came here.” 

Despite the cap's popular- 
ity. Yankees owner George 
Steinbrenner, who has de- 
manded financial concessions 
from New York City while 
threatening to move' the 
team, isn’t making a dime off 
this deal. 

They're all fakes. 

Thailand was recently re- 
moved from the United 
States government's watchlist 
of countries that violate intel- 
lectual property laws. But pi- 
rated cassette tapes, movies 
and knockoffs of designer 
fashions can still be easily 
found and cheaply bought. .. 


NBC to pay $2.3 billion 
for U.S. Olympics rights 


NEW YORK (AFP) — International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) officials have traded 21st Century profits for a larger 
share in a guaranteed S2.3 billion television deal that could 
squeeze future Olympic organisers. 

The IOC has sold united States television rights for the 
2004 and 2008 Summer Olympics and the 2006 Winter 
Games to NBC, officials revealed Tuesday in an unpre- 
cedented deal that comes before those host cities have been 
determined. 

NBC will spend $793 million for the 2004 event, $613 
million for the 2006 Winter Games and $894 million for the 
2008 Olympics, said Did; Pound, the Internationa] Olym- 
pic Committee chairman from Canada. 

“We're more than willing to trade a portion of expected 
inflation for the stability and predictability of our revenue 
stream," Pound said. “The- amount we have traded is 50 
per cent of our revenue stream " 

The IOC will split television profits 50-50 with NBC on 
‘the deal and pass along only 49 per cent of the income to 
organisers of the actual events, (town from the 60 per cent 
now given stagers of the actual Games. 

“We just felt, with enough advance notice, we would 
make a change that would balance the organisational side 
of the Olympic movement," Pound saief. “The costs of 
athletes and international federations are rising and now 
bidding cities will know how much they are getting up 
front." 

Future Olympic bidders can be fairly certain the amount 
is less than available under the current system. But they 
will never know how much money might have been 
available from bidding wars. No other U.S. network was 
involved in talks for these rights, another Olympic first. 

“We have a very high degree of confidence in the 
relationship we have developed with NBC," Pound said. 
“We thought the opportunities presented us were enough 
for us not to put it up to an auction situation.” 

The IOC will receive payments from NBC on a typical 
schedule, allowing budget certainty that wiD outlast reign- 
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Both vulnerable. East deals. 
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Opening lead: Four cT 9 
Winning defense doesn't neces- 
sarily require some spectacular 
coup. What appeal! to us about this 
band is its simplicity. It was played 
some years ago in tlie World Team 
Championship, Silting East was 
Elmer Hsiao ofTaiwan. 

Three no crump is a reasonable 
shot with the South hand. In view 
of the opening bid by Eaat, 1 1 tricks. 


were almost certainly out of reach, 
but there had to be some play for 
nine tricks. 

West led s low heart and dedar-. 
er, not surprisingly, miaguessed by 
calling for the table’s jack, lasing to 
East’s queen. It might seem that a 
heart return was automatic, but 
that would have given declarer nine 
tricks — two spades with the help 
of a finesse, one heart and six dubs. 
After playing ofT two rounds of 
clubs, the third elab in dummy 
would be tbe entry to cash the heart 
and take the spade finesse. 

Pjmt dffidfKl that S mith probably 
held the ace and queen of spades 
and the guarded queen of diamonds 
and a running club suit, so Haaio 
chose to adopt a passive defense. 
East shifted to s dub! 

Declarer did the beat possible by 
winning the first dub and cashing 
another high dob, setting up dum- 
my's dub nine aa an entry. That 
made the spade finesse passible, 
but when East covered the jack of 
spades declarer still had only eight 
tricka — two spades and six dubs. 
It took no more than routine cars 
by the defenders, as declarer ran off 
three more club tricka, to make 
sure that no ninth trick material- 
ized. * 
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Jordan River Designs 

present a sumptuous food assortment of 
Gift Baskets 
for this festive event 
Five different combinations 
are available to suit every appetite. 

New Lines have been created to provide you 
with something different to present varying from 
personalised gifts to home furnishings. 

Special opening hours 
9:00 a.m - 8:00 p.m. 

15, 16 & 17 December 
22, 23 & 24 December 

For more information, please call 
Jordan River Designs at 613081 / 613082. 


. At‘u Snakra 
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ing IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch, yet limit the 
impact his successor can make in his first years. 

“President Samaranch was very happy with this signifi- 
cant moment in this history of the Olympic movement," 
IOC secretary general Francois Carrard said. "We’re all 
very very exdted at the headquarters.” 

NBC paid $1.35 billion in August for U.S. rights to the 
2000 Sydney Olympics and die 2002 Winter Olympics in 
Salt Lake City. The overwhelming and unprecedented 
double bid effectively slammed the door on all rivals, as 
does this new pact. 

Dick Ebersol, president of NBC sports, said he sensed a- 
chance at a long-term deal after agreeing to terms for 2000 
and 2002. He made a pitch in September when signing final 
contracts and worked out details in a November 20 meeting 
at Montreal. The IOC approved the deal last week at a 
meeting in Japan. 

‘To know for 10 years we're the network of the 
Olympics is a wonderful thing,” Ebersol said. 

NBC's deal included $705 million for Sydney and $545 
million for the U.S.-based Winter Gaines. Both were 
record payouts for the lucrative U.S. television contracts. 

Fees for the new deal were determined by factoring a 
three per cent inflation rate through each year, wirb 
original base figures stemming from the Sydney and Salt 
Lake City deals. 

“It dearly provides considerable financial security to the 
movement and to future dries bidding for the Games 
knowing they have the financing locked up," IOC market- 
ing director Michael Payne said. 
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Christmas Collection 


Children \ Wear 0-6 yean 
A Maternity clothing. 


MerrY Christmas & Happy New Year 


RABIA AREA AL- AZZAM COMMERCIAL CENTER 
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14th of Dec 



The festivities 
feature all your favourite 
children choir singing 
Christmas Carols, a giant Ginger 
Bread House and a special 
appearance by Santa himself. 
Gluhwein, hot chocolate, 
pudding, minced pies and many 
other goodies will be offered. 

See you all at the lobby from 
4:00pm ~ 5:30pm. 
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CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 609238. 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabii & Hisham's Theatre | 
TEL: 625155 

Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLP 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 

NaiUa AT Jundl, Farouq Fisbarirt 
and Mahmoud Hamldeh 

, in, 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

[Shows: 12:30, 330, 830, 1030 

CONCORD “1“ ' 

Jacque Nicklson 
& Michel Feifer....in 

_ WOLF 

'{Shows:' 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
* Sumaa” 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by ■ 
Mohammad Shawaqfeb 

. Shows begin on Dec. 19, 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
only. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month of 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahian Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 
Eor reservation call 625155 
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Chirac behind embattled 
Juppe as strike grinds on 



DISSIDENT TRIED: China's most prominent dissident Wei Jingsheng (right) talks 
to his two lawyers (left) who entered a plea of not guilty on Mr, Wei's behalf 
during a secretive trial in Beijing. The court took only five hours to sentence to 14 
years in prison for conspiring to subvert the communist government The court 
also ordered Mr. Wei deprived of his political rights for three years (see inside) 
(AFP photo) 

Release of Hamas activist 
clears Cairo talks hurdle 


PARIS (AFP) — President 
Jacques Chirac reaffirmed 
Wednesday his faith in Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe as 
France's strike crisis neared 
the end of a third week, 
increasingly threatening the 
future of the embattled pre- 
mier. 

Speaking the morning after 
up to two million people took 
to the streets in the biggest 
display of ami-government 
anger yet, Mr. Chirac told a 
cabinet meeting there was 
“no alternative” to the wel- 
fare reforms at the root of the 
crisis. 

“I have confidence in the 
government to implement 
this policy simply because 
there is no other,” he said, in 
comments reported by gov- 
ernment spokesman Alain 
Lamassoure after a cabinet 
meeting. 

“We were not elected to 
organise France's decline. 
We must stay on course," he 
added in one of his few public 
comments on the strike, 
which has escalated into 
France's worst social crisis 
since the May 196S student 
revolts. 

The 20-day old crisis, and 
particularly signs that Mr. 
Juppe was making conces- 
sions, hit the French franc 
Wednesday morning. It fell 
sharply in initial trading to 
3.4550 to the mark from 
3.44S5 late Tuesday. 

This was not helped by a 
union call for a new day of 
national protests Saturday, 
which will be the seventh 
such day if it goes ahead. 
Turnout at such protests has 
escalated continuously since 
the strikes began on Nov. 24. 

Trains, buses and metros 
remained at a standstill 
Wednesday. Airline services, 
severely hit by an air traffic 
controllers’ strike on Tues- 
day. are set to be disrupted 
again by a 24-hour strike call 
for Friday. 

Unconfirmed reports said 


KUAOt LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysian police Wednesday 
confirmed that a new suspect 
in die 1993 bombing of New 
York’s World Trade Centre 
was arrested here before 
being extradited to New 
York. 

Police Superintendent 
Ghazali Mohammad Amin 
confirmed the arrest of Wali 
Khan Amin Shah here, but 
would not give details. 

“Malaysian police cannot 
release details yet. It is highly 
confidential." Mr. Ghazali 
told AFP, adding that more 
information would be re- 
leased in the next few days. 

Reports from New York 
said the suspect, Wali Khan, 
was indicted there Tuesday in 
connection with the Feb. 26, 
1993 blast, which killed six 
people and injured 1,000. 

The reports said Wali 
Khan was allegedly linked to 
Ramzi Yousef, who is also 
awaiting trial in connection 
with the bombing of the New 
York landmark. 

The new suspect is also 
alleged to have taken part in 


KHARTOUM (AP.) — 
Libya has expelled at least 

70.000 Sudanese workers 
since the summer., and 
Sudanese officials expect 

230.000 others to cross the 
border by February. 

As many as 15 rrucks a day 
are arriving at the Sudanese 
border town ofWahatAl Salafi 
after a 1,300-kilometres trek 
across mostly desert terrain, 
said Tajeddin A1 Mahdi, a 
Sudanese official in charge of 
repatriating the workers. 

Libya began expelling 
Sudanese and Egyptian 
workers, in the summer, 
saving they did not have valid 
work .permits. Thousands of 
Egyptians have also re- 
turned, but there are no firm 
numbers. 

The Sudanese, however, 
appear to be bearing the 
brunt of the expulsions, poss- 
ibly because of Libyan suspi- 
cions that the Sudanese gov- 
ernment was involved in 
clashes with militants in 
Libya. 

Western analysts have also 
suggested that U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed in 1992 have 
hurt the economy, prompting 
the denortarions. 


that railmen and train drivers 
in the Paris metro had voted 
Wednesday to continue the 
strike. But union sources said 
the votes were not unani- 
mous. 

Mr. Chirac also said that 
criticisms by members of his 
own neo-Gauilist Rally for 
the Republic (RPR) party of 
the Maastricht criteria for the 
single European currency in 
19W were "unfounded.” Mr. 
Juppe must cut public de- 
ficits, including those of the 
railways and social security, 
to three per cent of GNP by 
1997, to meet the criteria. 

Mr. Chirac said the choice 
was “not between Europe 
and job creation." but be- 
tween “deficits and job crea- 
tion.” 

“We must become serious 
again.” Mr. Chirac said. “We 
cannot spend more than we 
earn indefinitely." 

The French press pointed- 
out that Tuesday’s nation- 
wide protests, which saw a 
record turnout on the streets, 
were a stark rejection of con- 
cession Mr. Juppe offered 
Monday over his plan to re- 
form the welfare system. 

“The streets vote no confi- 
dence in Juppe.” ran the 
headline in daily Liberation, 
referring to a no-confidence 
vote in the National Assem- 
bly Tuesday night which the 
premier won easily due to his 
right-wing majority's 
crushing 80 per cent of seats 
in parliament. 

Mr. Juppe also remained 
firm Wednesday, telling 
ministers that “the conflict is 
being politicised” and repeat- 
ing there was “no longer any 
reason for the strike” be- 
cause of his concessions on 
railworkers' special pension 
scheme and freeze on a five- 
year restructuring plan for 
the debt-ridden SNCF rail- 
way company. 

The developments came 
amid increasing speculation 


a Philippines Airlines blast 
last December which killed a 
Japanese man and injured 10 
others during a flight be- 
tween Tokyo and Manila. 

Yousef, also linked to the 
Dec. 11 plane attack, was 
arrested in Pakistan in Febru- 
ary before being brought to 
the United States. 

Four men convicted in the 
World Trade Centre blast — ■ 
Mohammad Salameh, Nidal 
Ayyad, Mahmoud Abouhali- 
ma and Ahmad Ajaj — were 
each sentenced in May 1994 
to 240 years in prison. 

Another suspect lyad 
Mahmoud Ismal Najem, 26, 
was extradited from Jordan 
to the United States on Au- 
gust 3. . 

The trade centre bombing, 
according to the United 
States, government, was part 
of a conspiracy to launch an 
urban war against the U.S. 

Egyptian cleric Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman and 
nine others were convicted 
Oct. 1 for plotting to bomb 
New York landmarks and kill 
political figures. 


Ai Mahdi told Sudanese 
newspapers Wednesday that 
the lack of trucks and cars 
meant it would take until 
February. 

Only 300 Libyan trucks 
and buses are carrying the 
workers from Libya to Wahat 
AI Salafi, he said. 

At least five people have 
died en route to Sudan. Mr. 
Mahdi said. Sudanese return- 
ing from Libya have com- 
plained they had barely 
enough food and water to 
make the gruelling, two-week 
journey. 

‘Expelled not related to 
KaddoumT 

The family of a top Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official, Farouk Kad- 
doumi, denied a report from 
Cairo on Tuesday that an 
elderly Palestiniaii expelled 
from Egypt was his uncle. 

The family in Tunis where 
the PLO official is based said 
that Rassem Halim Kad- 
doumi. 75, had no ties to 
them. 

Earlier in Cairo, a U.N. 
refugee official said he was an 
unde and was being deported 


about Mr. Juppe's political 
future as the crisis, sparked 
by his plans to reform 
France's debt-ridden social 
security system, continued 
for its 20th day. 

The Gaullist "premier, who 
has plumbed the depths of 
unpopularity since coming to 
power six months ago, has 
suffered increasing sniping 
from within his own political 
grouping. 

The respected daily Le 
Monde said in an editorial 
this week that talks with un- 
ions were his “last chance” to 
resolve the crisis. The talks 
Monday were manifestly re- 
buffed by Tuesday's day of 
mass protests. 

Despite the ciimbdown by 
Mr. Juppe Monday, two of 
the three main French unions 
vowed to continue to fight his 
plans to reform the country's 
generous but heavily inde- 
bted welfare system and 
health service. 

But the umbrella national 
teachers union, FEN. late 
Tuesday called for an end to. 
the strikes after receiving a 
letter signed by a Juppe aide 
saying that pensions would 
remain unchanged. 

Ministers rallied round Mr. 
Juppe Wednesday. Defence 
Minister Charles Milton said 
on French radio that “we 
should not substitute a par- 
liamentary democracy with a 
democracy of demonstra- 
tors.” 

The social security system 
has an accumulated deficit of 
230 billion francs ($46 billion) 
and the SNCF one of 175 
billion francs ($35 billion). 

The trade union turnout 
figure saying two million peo- 
ple were on the streets — 
although likely to be con- 
tested — is poignant for Mr. 
Juppe. He said in a much- 
quoted 'newspaper interview 
last month that if two million 
people took the streets of 
France in protest, "my gov- 
ernment will not survive." 


Algerian 

journalists 

sentenced 

ALGIERS (AFP) — An 
Algiers court on Wednesday 
gave suspended jail sentences 
to the managing editor and a 
! journalist on the private daily 
| Liberte, after convicting them 
of libel, sources at the news- 
paper said. 

The managing editor, 
Abrous Outoudert. received 
a four-month sentence and 
the journalist. S3mir Knayez. 
a two-month term. They had 
been charged with “repeated 
publication of libellous 
news.” 

Mr. Outoudert was 
arrested at the Algiers airport 
on Sunday as he was leaving 
for Paris to receive a prize on 
Wednesday at the headquar- 
ters of the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO). 

Mr. Knayaz was detained 
on Monday. 

Last week, Liberte re- 
ported the probably appoint- 
ment of an advisor to Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual. re- 
tired General Mohammad 
Betchine, as defence minis- 
.ter. The article contained 
errors about Gen. Betchine's 
career. 

The court accused the 
newspaper of a “wilful desire 
to publish false news of a 
nature to undermine respect 
■ and consideration for 
others,” but the Algerian 
association of newspaper edi- 
tors earlier called the charges 
“arbitrary." 

The authorities have also 
suspended publication of 
Liberte, the widest- 
rirculation daily in French. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. Army has launched 
vast investigation on the 
possible presence of neo- 
Nazis in its ranks, following 
the murder of a black couple 
by two soldiers from a North 
Carolina base. 

The crime led to the dis- 
covery of extremist groups at 
U.S. military bases, especial- 
ly in Germany. 

Suspicions that some U.S. 
soldiers had their own hidden 
agenda followed the April 19 
bombing of a federal building 
in Oklahoma City, Oklaho- 
ma, that killed 169 people 
and injured 500 others. 

Americans were surprised 
to discover that the two chief 
suspects in the bombing, 
Timothy McVeigh and Terry 
Nichols, were former service- 
men from Fort Riley, Kansas 
— McVeieh is a Gulf war 


GAZA CITY (AP) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) released a leading 
Islamic militant Tuesday, 
smoothing the way for an 
agreement with the Hamas 
movement that Yasser Arafat 
hopes will ultimately halt 
attacks on Israel. 

• Sayyed Abu Musameh, 
editor of the Hamas weekly 
A! Watan, was sentenced in 
May to two years in prison 
for incitement against the 
PNA. 

Negotiations between 
Hamas and the PNA sche- 
duled for last month were 
delayed after Mr. Arafat re- 
fused to release Mr. Abu 
Musameh, who is also a top 
Hamas negotiator. 

On Tuesday Mr. Abu 
.Musameh was freed, becom- 
ing the first militant sent- 
enced by a Palestinian state 
security court to be released 
before completing his jail 
sentence. 

“I hope that we will be able 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
videotape that officials say 
clearly shows the assassina- 
tion of Yitzhak Rabin will not 
be made public at least while 
a commission of inquiry into 
the killing continues its work, 
a justice ministry spokes- 
woman said Wednesday. 

The tape will afterward be 
handed to state prosecutors 
for possible use as evidence 
in the trial of Yigal Amir, the 
25-year-old ultranationalist 
who killed Mr. Rabin on 
Nov. 4. The trial is set to 
begin Dec. 19. 

But even then the video 
may be kept from the public, 
said Orit Shemesh. a justice 
ministry spokeswoman. 

Mr. Shemesh said the foot- 
age "clearly shows the assas- 
sination.” 

It was filmed by a unnamed 
man who stood among hun- 
dreds of Rabin supporters on 
a shopping centre roof over- 
looking the parking lot where 
the premier was shot as he 
was about to enter his car to 
leave a peace rally in Tel 
Aviv. 

The only images of assas- 
sination made public so far 
are still photographs in which 
only Mr. Rabin's heels are, 
visible as he lies beside his car 
amid stunned security men. 
Video footage of the shooting 
could provide valuable in- 
sight into how Amir was able 
to evade security measures 
and shoot Mr. Rabin twice at 


Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
where Michael James, 36.' 
and Jackie Burden, 27, were 
shot in the back at point 
blank range as they were 
strolling down a street. 

The victims were both 
black. They were unknown to 
the two suspects in the shoot- 
ing, members of the 82nd 
Airborne Division at Fort 
Bragg who had never con- 
cealed their hate for all non- 
•whites. 

One of the suspects, James 
Burmeister, 20, collects Nazi 
flags and swastikas. Several 
soldiers who knew him have 
recounted hearing him criti- 
cise current anti- 
discrimination laws as a “can- 
cer.” 

Burmeister was a regular at- 
local skinhead bars and was 
frequently seen in the com- 
pany of 21-vear-old Malcolm 


to overcome all the obsta- 
cles,” Mr. Abu Musameh 
told reporters. “The impor- 
tant thing is to work and to 
push to achieve this recon- 
ciliation." 

The release could set the 
stage for revoking the sent- 
ences of other jailed militants 
once agreement is reached 
between the PNA and its 
opponents. 

Under an emerging agree- 
ment, Hamas would pledge 
to refrain from attacks 
against Israel and join in the 
Palestinian democratic pro- 
cess. 

Hamas and the smaller 
Islamic Jihad have carried 
out suicide bombings that 
have killed more than 130 
Israelis since the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accord was 
signed in 1993. 

Israel has warned Mr. Ara- 
fat that it will halt the peace 
process unless the violence 


pointblank. 

Israel Radio said the com- 
mission received the tape in 
the days after the killing but 
kept it from the public out of 
consideration for the feelings 
of Mr. Rabin's family . Meir 
Shamgar. a former chief jus- 
tice who heads the commis- 
sion, was a dose friend of 
Mr. Rabin’s. 

Army radio urged the 
anonymous cameraman to 
call the station. 

Meanwhile, a student who 
was standing next to Mr. 
Rabin when he was shot, said 
he was allowed to approach 
the late premier without a 
security check. 

Mordy Yisrael. a com- 
munications student, said 
police let him and a man 
collecting autographs into the 
area near Mr. Rabin's car. 

“I tried to interview Rabin, 
but he didn’t answer me.” 
Yisrael told army radio. 

“I heard a shot, turned 
3round and saw the flash of 
two more shots. 1 was sure 1 
had the gunfire on tape, but it 
seems someone pulled out 
my microphone so it simply 
didn’t record it," he added. 

The video film turned over 
about a month ago to the 
commission, clearly shows 
the faces of both Mr. Rabin 
and Amir at the moment of 
the shooting. Israel Radio 
said it is possible to read Mr. 
Rabin’s expression as he was 


his two companions to the 
scene of the crime, is charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
murder. 

Fort Bragg spokesman Ma- 
jor Rivers Johnson said that 
despite the racist aspect of 
the crime " the^e is nothing 
to indicate that we have a 
major race ■ problem in the * 
82nd Airborne.” 

The Anti-Defamation 
League, a U.S.' group against 
all forms of racial prejudice, 
has pointed out that "there 
have been several episodes in 
which the military has been 
the target of recruitment 
efforts by hate groups," but 
that “military officials have 
acted swiftly and responsibly 
to curb such activities.'’ 

But Secretary of the Army 
Togo West, who is black, 
announced Tuesday that an 
investigation was being laun- 


stops. 

Mahmoud Zahar, a prom- 
inent Hamas negotiator, said 
eight members of the group 
from tbe West Bank and 
Gaza planned to hold a 
strategy meeting in Sudan on 
Thursday and hoped to 
“reach a common under- 
standing with our colleagues 
from Hamas abroad about 
every step and detail of our 
agreement with the Palesti- 
nian authority." 

The group will then return 
Saturday to Cairo, which has 
offered to host Hamas-PLO 
talks, and begin discussions 
with Mr. Arafat and his rep- 
resentatives- 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
Tuesday he was closely fol- 
lowing the dialogue. “The 
most important thing is that 
dialogue with Hamas and all 
the opposition is going on, 
and I am in permanent con- 
tact with all the opposition." 
he said. 


hit by the two bullets which 
killed him. 

Only a few people have 
been permitted to' view the 
video and the radio said most 
of them were moved to tears 
by the scene. 

The commission has asked 
the public prosecutor's office 
to decide if the film should be 
submitted as evidence at 
Amir's trial, scheduled to be- 
gin Tuesday, the radio said. 

Amir is a radical national- 
ist opposed to the Rabin gov- 
ernment's policy of returning 
Gaza Strip and parts of the 
West Bank to the Palesti- 
nians. 

The security forces charged 
with protecting Mr. Rabin 
came under intense criticism 
for failing to prevent Amir 
from walking up to the prime 
minister and shooting him at 
point-blank range as he left 
the rally and the video is 
expected to help determine 
why security broke down. 

The very existence of the 
video is a further embarrass- 
ment to the security services 
since ballistics experts said 
the photographer's presence 
on the nearby rooftop 
showed that someone armed 
with a rifle and telescopic 
sight also could have shot Mr. 
Rabin with relative ease. 

The commission visited the 
Tel Aviv site of the slaying 
late Tuesday as part of its 
ongoing investigation.. 


trated by racists and hate 
groups. 

The investigators are ex-, 
peeled to make their recom- 
mendations March I. 

"We will look to see 
whether in fact this incident 
suggests membership in an 
extremist organisation that is 
active... in ways that under- 
mine our basic values." Mr. 
West said, adding that sol- 
diers are called on to protect 
and not threaten their fellow 
Citizens. 

Quoting an internal report 
by the army, the Newsweek 
weekly said in its late issue 
that some U.S. soldiers based ■ 
at Wiidflecken, Germany, 
had formed a hate group 
targeting blacks. 

At Fort Carson, in Colora- 
do, some soldiers have joined 
siknhead groups and a few of 
them are suspected of steal- 


British 
citizen 
held in 
Egypt 

as Jihad 
leader 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
arrested a naturalised British 
citizen in a sweep against the 
Jihad extremist group which 
netted 54 militants and left 
two others dead, the Interior 
Ministry said on Wednesday. 

Akram Abdul Aziz 
Mahmoud AI Sherif, an 
Egyptian with British 
citizenship, was one of the 
leaders of a Jihad cell plan- 
ning “suicide attacks" in 
Egypt which also included 
five Sudanese, the ministry 
said in a statement. 

Cairo has increasingly ac- 
cused Britain of harbouring 
extremist leaders master- 
minding a violent campaign 
against the Egyptian gover- 
nent. but this was the first 
arrest of a British citizen in 
raids on militants. 

Sherif, who worked as a 
taxi driver in Britain and was 
married to a British woman, 
was “closely connected" to 
Adel Abdul Bari, a Jihad 
mastermind who Egypt says 
has political asylum in Bri- 
tain. 

The ministry said Sherif 
had received “organisational 
training" in Britain. 

In the sweep of their hide- 
outs across Egypt over the 
past week, two other Jihad 
leaders were killed, 
Mahmoud AI Saved Shaaban 
AI Dib and Nabif Abdul Rah- 
man Rizq, the ministry said. 

The five Sudanese were 
captured in a raid on their 
hideout in the southern city 
of Aswan, police sources 
said. Other arrests took place 
in the Mediterranean port of 
Alexandria and near Cairo. 

Police found weapons 
caches, an explosives factory- 
and £25 ,000 (around 
$37,500). $3000 and around 
$15,000 worth of Egyptian 
pounds in the Jihad hideouts, 
the ministry said. 

It said the group was part 
of a Jihad “conspiracy” 
stretching from London to 
Sudan to conduct “suicide 
attacks against figures and 
institutions" in Egypt. 

The London-based Jihad 
leadership “selected highly- 
trained cadres to join militant 
camps in Sudan” from where 
they infiltrated into Egypt to 
coordinate with cells there, it 
said. 

Hie ministry said its secur- 
ity services “have monitored 
the London-based lead- 
ership's insistent continua- 
tion of terrorist movement to 
stir up unrest" in Egypt. 

Dib and Rizq, who re- 
ceived military training in 
Afghanistan and were 
already wanted for carrying 
out “a number of terrorist 
attacks" in Egypt, were both 
killed in shootouts as they 
tried to escape police, the 
ministry said. 

Their deaths brought to 
925 dead the number killed 
si nee .March 1992 in a violent 
militant campagin to over- 
throw the Egyptian govern- 
ment. 

Cairo has repeatedly ac- 
cused Sudan's government of 
backing militant groups in 
Egypt, but in the past month 
it has also criticised Britain 
for not acting against extrem- 
ists living on its soil. 

Interior Minister Hassan 
AI Alfi said last month that 
“terrorists are active on Brit- 
ish soil where they hold meet- 
ings and give orders for mis- 
sions. Ail the attacks have 
been planned from outside" 
Egypt. 


Another two soldiers based 
in Orlando, Florida, have 
been linked to a Florida neo- 
Nazi group, the magazine 
added. 

Shortly after the Oklaho- 
ma bombing. Defence 
Secretary William Perry 
pointed out that “active par- 
ticipation in extremist orga- 
nisations by military person- 
nel is prohibited.” 

On Tuesday, Mr. Perry re- 
visited the issue by saying, 
"there is no place for raciai 
hatred or extremism in the 
U.S. military." 

Members of the armed 
forces, however, are not pre- 
vented by the law from join- 
ing extremist movements. 
They are simply banned from 
making public statements, 
distributing literature or 
finding such meetings in 



Mandela gets his 
boots back — 34 
years later 


PRETORIA (AFP) — Pre- 
sident Nelson Mandela 
Tuesday recovered a pair 
of boots be left at the home 
of a friend in Tanzania 
nearly 34 years ago. "I 
hope they still fit,” Mr. 
Mandela said as he took 
possession of tbe brown 
combat boots from Vicky 
Swai. widow of Tanganyi- 
ka's former communica- 
tions and industry' minister, 
Nsilo Swai. A spokesman 
for Mr. Mandela said the 
president bad stayed at tbe 
Swai home in what was 
then Tanganyika when he 
was in the -country to set up 
bases for his African 
National Congress' armed 
wing, Umkhonto We Siz- 
we. “They remind me of 
the old days as a soldier," 
Mr. Mandela said. He 
'recalled that be bad left (he 
boots behind in January 
1962. “tbe day Julius 
Nyerere resigned as prime 
minister” following the 
independence from Britain 
on Dec. 9, 1961, of 
Tangayika, which later 
merged with Zanzibar to 
■form present-day Tanzania. 
Vicky Swai said her hus- 
band. who was named 
Tanganyika’s U.N. repre- 
sentative in 1962. took the 
boots with him to New 
York in hopes of giving 
them back to Mr. Mandela, 
who was anesred shortly 
after his return to South 
Africa. She said her hus- 
band died last year, leaving 
instructions in his will for 
the boots to be returned to 
Mr. Mandela. “My hus- 
band looked at these boots 
as a source of strength.” the 
South African news agency 
quoted her as saying. 

Spanish TV show 
to run non-stop for 
a week 

MADRID (R) — A small 
Spanish television station 
is hoping to set a worid 
record for the longest con- 
tinuous broadcast with a 
current affairs programme 
lasting 177 hours. Two pre- 
senters will front the 
marathon seven-day show, 
which is due to start at mid- 
night on Jan. 3, Telema- 
drono Managing Director 
Juan Jose Fernandez said 
Tuesday. They are under- 
going medical and psycho- 
logical checks to make sure 
they last the course even if 
their audience does noL 
The station hopes to gain 
entry into the Guinness 
Book of World Records 
which currently has no list- 
ing in this category. 

Hamster given free 
bus travel pass 

BIRMINGHAM, England 
( AFP > — a British hamster 
has been given a free bus 
pass as compensation after 
travel chiefs here apolo- 
gised Tuesday to the ani- 
mal's schoolboy ownerfor 
having charged him to take 
it to school on a bus. 
Wayne Bass. 11, had taken 
Sweep the hamster home 
for the weekend from his 
school in this central 
English city and w3S 
returning it Monday morn- 
ing when a bus driver 
insisted he pay for the ani- 
mal. Tbe management of 
the city’s bus company 
apologised . for being 
overzealous and visited 
Wayne’s school Wednes- 
day to present the hamster 
with a pass that will allow 
it to travel free of charge on 
buses. “Animal travel is at 
the discretion of the driver 
but clearly it does seem a 
bit silly to charge for a 
hamster that is clearly 


Malaysia confirms 
arrest of suspect in 
New York bombing 


Sedan reports 70,000 
expellees from Libya 
have returned home 


U.S. Army tries to fetter out extremists from its ranks 


Video of Rabin shooting is 
kept away from public eye 



